
the way for further exploits p...t the spot, where «oou were .o be erected under ^u

t:i leh ..i.or.e p.. «. Kort St. ^oh. I-J^^o.^ ^^Z^^
rh^a.r^rn^rre.LS.^^^^^ - th. h. ..r .e,

'''^T:1he period of exploration this beh «a. one of the earlict ^^^1...^^^

.ell k.ow... Pron>ine.t amo„K explorers are the ua.ues of S.mon Fraser and Uav.^

Chiton who at an early date roa.ed these district, at pleasure and pushed the,

explorations southwards from bases established here.
, . ^. , , .. , ^ „„ „„;,

'
A. (or the period of oceupation Central British Columbia h-ll^^^-l-^^ "

!

1 I 1 ulih the exeeption of Nootka. on Vaueonver island. Fort St. John, Ko. h

'i, t H« Fr;„.«4 F.„ S. .T.»„. F.n K„,.„ Fo„ O^..^™

Ouesnel were thriving centers of trade, with canoe brigades and
,

^k »'"'"« K<"^

S a th fron. one to the other before Astoria. Vancouver or Worja w.

d Led of. Fort Nass and Fort (now Port) Sinipson w.re sea ports of pr.n

'
po" ance before an anchor was dropped in F.s.uin.ault or Burrard „det.

It the time of Confederation the real industrial center of the province wa= t

Cariboo gold district in which the magic city of Barkerville sprang up and for a ti

h ame tl.e Mecca of the great far west. The Cariboo. Omineca and Caas.ar go

ti ds Ld to the occupation of these regions in advance of any of the present mc

; 1 -set^ed districls of the province, while the fur trade o t^- northern inter,

':d the ti^h and seal trade of the coast regions about the mouth o he Skeena a

Na.s rivers opened up avenues of commerce through ita ent.re breadth.

Before tl^ construction of the Canadian Pacitic railway there was a we! -est.

lished route of travel from east to west far to the north of its location. R,ver .team

;Sdt,e Skeena from Port Essington to Hazelton. Pack tra n. and canoe br.ga,

had ne work, of routes between the coast and Rocky mountani ranges From h

Xteaus they found their way o.stward through tl.e Rock,e., by the Peace, lelh

head or Athabaska passes. ,. • .

l"e evolution of the province is someti.n.. divid.l into three poht.eal pcr,c

.,,„,e'v the unorganized period, the colonial period and the Confederation per,

nX latter period only has Central British Columbia fallen behi,,d. Had the Ca

dian Pacific railway followed the route of the Yellowhead pa^ and Skeena nver, ,

had old Fort Simpson, the seaport of early days, been chosen as capital of the un,

colonies, what a difference there would have been.

Central British Columbia is not a new country by any means. It ,s the

country of the Pacific elope. Unlike the eastern provinces, where development spr

from the earliest points of discovery and occupation, the development o Bri

Columbia has been in an inverse order. The .reat ..cntral Wt of longest hi

interest has been rushed into the l.x-k.^round tl,n.u,h force of circumstances an

now ju'^t l)\;rstii]}r forth into itr own.


