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thout^ht to herself, " It'll be throuo-h Tilly

bet'oij; bedtime."

" Av, Kittv," she said, on her wav hack,

looklni;- over the dyke, '• tliat was the Balrib-

bie family eallino- on nie."

Kittv, however, could never stand Chirsty's

airs, and saw an opportunity of luuubling' her.

" I saw nobody," she answered.

" They've been in my house since half nine,"

cried Chirstv, anxiouslv, " and that was their

carria<»e.

" I saw no CiU-riajT^e," said Kitty, cruelly.

"I saw ye gai)in<^ at it ower the dyke,"

Chirsty screamed, " and that's it ye hear driv-

in«^ east the road."

" I hear nothing-," said Kitty.

"Katrine Crabb," cried Chirsty, "think

shame of yourself."

" Na, Chirsty," rejoined Kitty, " ye needna

blame me if your grand folk ignore ye."

So Chirsty entered her house with the dread

fe;u- that no one wouhl give her the satisfac-

tion of allowinj'; that the Balribbie family had

crossed its threshold. She was wringing a

duster, as if it Avere Kitty Crabb, when Tammas

stamped up the stair in no mood to offer sym-

])athy.
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