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trained troops, thoroughly organized
and In the highest state ot discipline
and efficiency. The reader may Judge
for himself by the study I have given
ot the past, whether or no the Mothe.-
Country could count upon an elreciivo
defence. If we were engaged In a war
abroad similar to that of !<•» and wi,when her Jlllltia (the very heart of our
Home defence) would be called upon to
supply the Army in the Held, and whenwe bear In mind the history of the ef-
fective sti-cngth of our liegulnr iimv
and Militia, as given by me in the ca--
ller portion of my n ritlng. I maintain
and repeat th.it this voluntaiy system
In spite of the changes iiroposed by the
Secretary of State for War. Is totally
Inadequatt to ensure our safety or to
aatlefy the desires of the citizens of our
Empire. We can run no rlsits; we aie
able to malic our safety certain; It is
our duty ><i ,io so. and we should ne\,.r
rest till our full responsibility ., real-
ized and our Kmpire safe bevond ques-
tion or doulit.

UNIVBRSAL MILITARY SERVirE
OI-R OXLY SAFEGL-AUD.

I have said that It rests with our-
selves to make our defences sufficiently
strong to meet any possible strain, and
this method lies In the adoption of the
principle that 'It is the Inherent duty
of every citizen to defend his country "

Every aMe-bodied British citlz-n
throughou'. the Empiie. betwee.i the
ages of IS and. say. 21. should be mad-
to underso a pciiod of military to-
naval) training, and earn certificates
of efnclency In drill and shootln.g. Only
such as ai-e in possession of such certi-
flcates should be entitled to enter the
Regular or Active Army; all otht-rs to
pass Into the Militia Reseive. whi<-h
Militia Reserve couid be divided Imo
three categories: the First or Active
Reserve, the Second or War Reserve
and the Thii-d or Home Reserve.
Comp.tring our population with that

of Prance, this would give the United
Kingdom. : :. army when on a war
footing, of over S.OOO.OOO men. It woubl
allow the iecrult to undergo his full
training before entering the Regular
Army; It would ensure the RegularArmy receiving Into Its ranits highly
efflclent men. and it would give an op-
portunity m all rljsf-s to rntcr liir
mllltary service as a profession; a de

sire that burns strongly In the bosoms
of our countrymen to-day as It did in
the bosoms of our forefathers.
The same system would and should

be adopted throughout the Empire (In-
deed. It has already been partially In-
iroduced Into Xcw Zealand and Aus-
tralla) In a more or less modified forn
as may be best suited to the particular
circumstances existing In e ich .ountry.
The niguments commonly used

iigilnst universal military servi.'e are
h.is.d on false assertions and Improper
pleas. The cn.ses arc different as re-
gards home, defence and foreign nr-
vbe. and it is allowed that foreign ser-
vice must lie kept up by voluntary ,n-
Ilstm.ut into the Regular Active Armv
The Militia Raliot Act shows that uni-
versal personal .service Is ngr-eable to
the Constitutional Law of England.
The .Mate ha.s the right to demand
the services of e^ ery able-bodied citi-
zen m defence of the country. .MPls
says In his "Essay on Liberty" that
society Is juBtlHed In enfoiclng. at all
costs, vhat each person bear his shlr»
of the labois and .sacrlloes Incuiied In
defcullng society. When Hampden re-
tu.srd to pay ship money, it was admit-
ted that "defence against Invasion lav
as a burden upon all." In the time ot
Charles I the law reci gnlzcd "the obli-
gation of every citizen to bear arms"
Ry the Statutes of Winchester 12ii.-

"eyery freeman between 1,", and 60 was
oliieed to be provided with armor to
preserve the fieace. In Henry VII time
the duty of every subject was "to serve
an,I assist his sovereign at all seasons
where need shall re.jiilre." As late as
ISCC. the principle of the Le,y-en-Mas8e
Bill rested "on the undoubted prero- j

gative ot the Crown to call upon the
services of all liege subjects." In 1,S07
Lord SIdmouth asserted without con-
tr.idiction "the risht of the S'ate to
denian.l military service of all or every
member of the community for the ;inr-
pose ot domestic denfence." The law
of l^ngland is clear on this point, that
oniversBI military service can be enforc-
ed fcr the defence of the country.
Let us next deal with the arguin»nts

used against compulsory military ser-
vice. ;:• is urged that it is an In-
frlngem.nt ot the Ubei-y of the sub-
ject. But the foundation of our liberty
Is i-eslstance to an Invader; our per-
sonal and social freedom depends unon
the liberty which goes with the de-
fence ot our countiy. Another one


