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And for the precious things of the everlasting hills,

16. And for the precious things of the earth and the ful-

ness thereof,
. • , . , . v

And the good will of him that dwelt m the bush

:

Let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph,

And upon the crown of the head of him 'that was

separate from' his brethren.

17.
' The firstling of his bullock,' majesty is his

;

And his horns are the horns of the wild-ox.«

With them he shall push* the peoples all of them,

even the ends of the earth

:

And they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,

And they are the thousands of Manasseh^

I m. IM t> priHce amont; Gr. who was tlorifiai abate.

SV THtfinUint "J *« herd. ' Gr. i.»kw». ' " tore.

' m. BisfirsUintlmUact,

16 Him that dwelt in the bush. A reference to the revelation

m^^; t^Mo^ Ex ? : s-4. The word for Sinai and the word here

used fo? tlr"-bush fre ve'ry similar and it has been suggested tha

the former may be meant here In favor of this is the fact that

the word dwell suggest; something more permanent than the di-

line appearCe at the burning bush. It is Probable however

that a reference to One who dwelt in the thorn-bush meant more

to the ancient Israelite than we can now understand; it is only

aint remid°cences of these primitive beliefs that now remain m
Doetic form Separate, here refers not to priestly consecration,

SutTo princely dfgnity '; it is in worldly power and political supe-

riority that Joseph is distinguished above his brethren.

17 Tht poet brings the blessing of Joseph to a c ose by magni-

fying the warlike strength of these two tribes; with rich exuber-

ance of language he has spoken throughout of Joseph's wealth and

power ; he now declares that this consists in the tribes of Ephraim

^nlManasseh with their numerous clans ^"df''f''«=-2e gen-

eral intention is dear to express the powers of this people unaer

Ae figure of a young bullock that possesses majestic strength, and

like the famous wild-ox of ancient times treads down with wild

fury all h"t oppose his onward march. The difficulty is to fix

the exact personal reference , some apply to Ephraim (Gen. 48
:
14),

the ancients favored Joshua, and the moderns Jeroboam II sup-

posed tTbe the monaich reigning when the poem was written.
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