
196-,i because it was determined to

eck he spread of Communism wher-

er it 1could;, and it saw Hanoi as Peking's
ol in achieving mastery of Southeast

mise involvement in the war was costly

China became involved in the con-
t>»t because Hanoi was its tool but

cause Peking could no ,more allow the
nerieans to éstablish. a military foothold
+ the; Vietnamese side 'of its borders than
coülil allow this in Korea in 1950. The

in iveaponry supplied and in rice, in

^ -1(?,000-50;000 men who helped to
to ;aintain communications in North Viet-
or ^m;-ând in industrial equipment. Half a
$y ^_en 1years ago, on a visit to a huge
eochmie-building plant in Shansi Prov-

its p^v; Isaw scores of crates with machinery
cere>tinéd for North Vietnam. Such crates,
ha,i d(,cibt, could have been found in the

s be'&5 of many other Chinese factories in
ts 1")se ÿears.

proi The Soviet Union entered the con-
'cal ct t'o'r a variety of reasons. It could not

°s zn ^illow its Communist ally to be
treV^dh(-Ei by the Americans. It became in-
ponq^,siugly pleased to see the United

and û€,es `mired in a war that was straining

e. Bu, ecoilomy and, even more, rending its
trug^'ia1>fabric. It wanted to test its weapons
ture ,^ it (lid in Spain 30 years earlier). And,
pain^n" piirtant as any of these, it wished to
wasNent China's dominance in this corner

1972!^ `-ir'!
pow Biit, by late 1969, all three decided

,_ the ,;ef?eridently that it was time for rela-

- wer' rli^engagement in Vietnam, for other
ct h,^resl;s were far more important.

vould
t a passzans as rivals
)fipAna laecame convinced that the "Amer-
long^' COntury" in Asia, which began with

this l; conquest of Japan in 1945, had just
ngeOot l'un its course. Now the United
hree. tes no longer seemed to be the prime

eat it was in the mid-Sixties, while the
were increasingly seen as the

,odu0c' ► ',l rivals. It therefore seemed ad-

Lbouttble,to establish contacts with Wash-
ed in^ "i^ -- if only to prevent the creation of
ir infVa`11ington-Moscow axis.
ach, {lie Soviet Union came to desire a
ed tb-nt^^because, like the United States, it
•d ite'c'^n finding the costs of the cold war,
-ar wtprÔV?dmg guns and economic aid to

each "' ungrateful recipients, prohibitive.

tentesc`v wanted a breathing spell in the
cedd "': Ir to be able to attend to its vast
has 6'` at, home. Its agriculture needs huge
:)Ur "nvestments, which are not easily
eaeh! lahie. Its 'industry is enormous, but

ied iu`n "7e$Icient.It needs modern manage-
red i`"") technical know-how and large
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North Vietnam's Le Duc Tho and Henry
Kissinger, President Nixon's chief foreign
policy adviser, exchange greetings after
initialling a Vietnam ceasefire agreement
in Paris. The cease fare became effective on
January 27. The pact provides for release
within 60 days of all U.S. prisoners of
war and in the same period the 23,000
U.S. troops remaining in South Vietnam
are to be withdrawn.

foreign credits. To meet all these needs,
the men in Moscow obviously decided it
was necessary to seek a world-wide détente:

President Richard Nixon, aided by
Dr. Henry Kissinger, also proceeded early
in 1969 to re-examine U.S. domestic
and foreign priorities. The result was a
new blueprint, of which withdrawal from
Vietnam was an essential part. But, in
deciding on a pull-out, the President was
still determined to retain a major voice
for the United States in East and South-
east Asia. This goal he then proceeded to
follow, with skill and patience. The result
was spectacular. For 1971-72 saw the
beginning of an essential dialogue between
the Americans,and the Chinese after a
lapse in which the only voice heard in the
United States was the shrill and negative
voice of the China Lobby. Where in 1969
the Americans feared the end of their role
in Asia, in 1972 they saw themselves
playing an influential role. -

In the late spring of 1972, President
Nixon tested the attitudes of the two
Communist giants by clamping a blockade
on the North Vietnamese ports and- sub-
jecting the country to devastating air

U.S. determined
to retain key voice
in Southeast Asia
despite planned
Vietnam
withdrawal


