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" North Vietnam’s Le Duc Tho and Henry

Kissinger, President Nixon’s chief foreign
policy adviser, exchange greetings after
initialling a Vietnam ceasefire agreement
in Paris. The ceasefire became effective on
January 27. The pact provides for release
within 60 days of all U.S. prisoners of

war and in the same period the 23,000
U.S. troops remaining in South Vietnam
are to be withdrawn.

foreign credits. To meet all these needs,
the men in Moscow obviously decided it
was necessary to seek a world-wide détente.

President Richard Nixon, aided by
Dr. Henry Kissinger, also proceeded early
in 1969 to re-examine U.S. domestic
and foreign priorities. The result was a
new blueprint, of which withdrawal from
Vietnam was an essential part. But, in
deciding on a pull-out, the President was
still determined to retain a major voice
for the United States in East and South-
east Asia. This goal he then proceeded to
follow, with skill and patience. The result
was spectacular. For 1971-72 saw the
beginning of an essential dialogue between
the Americans ,and the Chinese after a
lapse in which the only voice heard in the
United States was the shrill and negative
voice of the China Lobby. Where in 1969
the Americans feared the end of their role
in Asia, in 1972 they saw themselves
playing an influential role. -

In the late spring of 1972, President
Nixon tested the attitudes of the two
Communist giants by clamping a blockade
on the North Vietnamese ports and. sub-
jecting the country to devastating air

U.S. determined
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despite planned
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