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April 16, 1932.

Dear Mr. Rogers:-

You will be surprised to receive a letter from me.
It is now nearly ten years since I met you in Winnipeg and since
: that time I have buried my wife, daughter and son and I em now all
that is left of the family., About four years ago I lost my eye-
sight entirely so that you can see that I have passcd through a
great deal of grief and sorrow,

During the holiday season I had many old friends from
the Prairie call to see me. In recalling the good old days your
name was familiarly montioned so I decided I would write you a
letter. 5

One vory strong reason for writing this letter is that
the Christmas week was the sixty-fourth anniversary of my entry
into active politics as at the close of the school examinations
there was a prize given by the school trustees for the best
essay on the new Dominion of Canada which at that timc mcant the
four provinces. I succecdod in landing tho prize and from that-
timo to the prescont I have takon part in every Federal elcction
held in Canada. On thrco occasions I received the honour of being .
a Consorvative candidato; <first in Rockwood for the Provincial
Leogislaturo of Manitoba; soccond in Lisgar, Man. for tho House of
Commons and third in Kindorsley, Sask. for the Provincial
Legislature of that provincoc.

I have also mado valuable contributions in tho nows~
paper field, first in The Stonewall Gazette, Man. I had a
controlling interest in the Capital Stock of the Salmon Arm
Observer, B.C. I also published a forty page magazinc which I
called the Groater Vancouver Advortisor and was solo owner of the
South Hill Ncws Vancouver. All these pcriodicals preached the
gospel of the Consorvative party end I nover asked the Conservative
party or individual Conscrvatives to contributc onc dollar towards
their upkeep. I nover askcd a Consorvative Governmont either
fedoral or provincial to contribute any advcrtising.

I have takon an active part in provincial eclections in
cvery province in which I have resided. As I conducted general
storcs in small country _towns I might say, without any fcar of
contradiction, that I did have many occasions to look after the
political views of some poor unfortunetc Grits who werc wandoring
in by and forbiddcn paths. In the difforcnt socicties I was
conneoted with whenover political questions wore introduced by
designing persons I always defonded the principles of the Liberal
Cecnsorvative party when attacked as I was always opposed to
political activitics in any orgenization to which I belongced,
not connccted with politics.

In coveoring the poriod of sixty-four ycars I consider
that I am possibly the oldcst Conscrvaetive in Cancda in point of
active scrvico. As you and othors know I was elways at the call
of tho party.

Two of the outstending ovents of my political carcer
werc first: tho invitation you scnt mc to attond your banquect at
Menitou and the fact that you paid me the honour of having my
spcoch covering five columns publishod in the Tclcgram, the
only speoch that was published in full. It was a wonderful
tribute and I have always folt gratoful to you for paying me the
honour., The sccond was the honour Sir R. P. Roblin paid me in
the oclection of 1906 in inviting me to accompany him to Emorson
to open the provincial campaign and also to tako charge of his
mcotings in his constitucncy whilc he was touring tho province.
At tho Emcorson mcoting Sir R. P. was not vory well and askecd me
to continuc on aftor I got through my allotted time. I think,
in looking back over my many cfforts, I considor thosoc two the
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