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The city's Frittérfest
dmmitlee has called
upon the public, which
supported the city's
festival so well late last
September, to lead it out
of the darkness of a $43,-
000 debt.

When Fritterfest
chairman Harold Shipp
talks about the shadow
cast across the face of iiie
city these days, he’s referr-
ing to the debt the festival
built up, not the twin 40-
storey monoliths, known

as Mississauga, Landmark,
which he warnts to put up
across from city hall.
Shipp, one of the city’s
major builders, has per-
sonally offered to un-
derwrite the debt, but that
magnanimous gesture
doesn’t sit well with city
council or the committee
itself, which has appealed
io the public for fresh
proposals for fund-raising
after the fact.

So far the response has
been negligible. But there

y suggestions

are opportunities to turn a
buck where they aren't

always evidence. Several .

possibilities have been
prompted for instance, by
recent news events right
here in Mississauga.
Lawyer Don Blenkarn,
who voted twice in the
municipal election has
publicly challenged Ettore
Cardarelli, who's pursuing
laying a charge against
Blenkarn with much the
same enthusiasm with
which Hazel McCallion
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pursues modern fashion,
to a grudge match. Why
not allow the two to have
it out and sell tickets, with
audience participation
determining the winner?
Blenkarn supporters, of
course, would be obliged
to pay for two ballots
apiece but the Fritterfest
would be the ultimate
winner.

Mississauga South Tory
nominee Blenkarn has also
said he'd take himself to
court if he could. Why not
allow him his fantasy, to
stage a play in which he
would play defendant and
prosecutor? As an-added
gate attrattion, ex-mayor
Ron $earle, whotmay be
interestéd in the homina-
tion Blenkarn now has,
could play judge and jury.

One of the methods the
Fritterfest committee
used to promote the
festival initially was-an es-

for the Fritterd
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say contest for children
about why 1 like
Mississauga. A similar
event for more mature
audiences could be arr-
anged, an essay contest in
the form of the memoran-
dum to oneself on why I
love me but what I have to
do to get the rest of the
world to love me too. The
judge is Minister of Small
tand sometimes funny)
Business, Tony Abbott
from dear old Mississauga.

Then there is the
government's old stand-by
for raising money — fines
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chambers;

for those small in-
discretions we're all guilty
of from time to time.

Think of the potential
revenue if Haro)d
Kennedy were fined for
snering in council
meetings; Margaret
Marland for asking irrele-
vant questions; Frank
Bean for snickering at
colleague’s arguments;
Larry Taylor for wearing
rancid runners 1N
Frank
McKechnie for missing
meetings; Fred Hooper
for referring to chairman
Lou's little blue book; and
Ken Dear for proposing
we do things like Toronto
does

As well as fining in-
dividuals, we could fine
whole councils as well
For every debate on the

ebt

fourth runway at Malton's
Toronto International Air
\ port by city and regional
councils and the Ontario
\Legislature, dollars would
powy in. Not only would
the \Fritterfest debt be
wiped~out but we could
probably “pay for the
millions of dollars of ser
vices Ontario can't afford
to pay to get the Pickering
facility off the ground

The Golden Nugget
bingo hall in Dixie Plaza is
begging charitable
organizations to take out
lottery licences
Fritterfest could take one
out and quickly recoup
their losses

Speaking of lotteries,
perhaps the best idea
would be to hold‘a public
lottery based on predic-
tions of what the com-
mittee’s debt will be in
1979. If the lottery 1is
successful enough, there
won't be any debt, and
Fritterfest will get paid for
the indiscretions of 1978
and won't have to pay off
for the cynical predictions
of gloom in 1979 either
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