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“I can hear Sloan in your
sound,” and I don’t think that's
the case.

Gaz: | guess the most obvious
thing about the new disc is the
addition of a second bass on cer-
tain tracks, and a guitar on oth-
ers.

Mike: Which was done on
Kombinator [the band’s last disc].

Gaz: Yeah, but not to the
same extent.

Mike: No.

Gaz: This could've alienated at
least a few of your fans, who are
more accustomed to the more
minimalist sound. Was this a
conscious decision to experiment,

evolved musically?

Mike: The most honest way I
can answer that, is that
Kombinator was recorded cheaply,
and we did start to add things
like overdubbed harmonies —
probably even more than on the
new album. Perhaps the new al-
bum just has more clever parts,
more duet-style rather than
backups. Also, I really wasn't
satisfied with the sound of the
distortion on Kombinator. Perhaps
the result was to really “go for
it" in places on the new album.
We did expect that some people
would have trouble with it.

Gaz: Did that bother you at
all?

Mike: Yeah, you're left think-
ing, "Are people gonna hate it?"
I still have doubts about it, but I
really wanted to experiment...but
I do think the next album will be
different.

Gaz: [ really like the sound of
the second bass live. It definitely
gives a fuller, richer sound. The
guitar, however, I'm not so sure
about.

Mike: Right. But for me per-
sonally, I gctually wrote many of
the songs on guitar, so it was pre-
senting the songs on their instru-
ment of origin...but I guess if
someone listens to the new
songs, and they're not as appeal-
ing to them, none of that mat-
ters.

Gaz: As with Kombinator,
when [ listen to the new disc it
strikes me as a good collection of
pop songs. But do you ever worry
that the songs have lost some of
the quirkiness and rough edges
of say the Let's Get Together EP?

Mike: Well, we're definitely
evolving. | wish that I could write
lyrics that didn't concern per-

but even with the quirky lyrics
you're always walking a fine line.
[ don't want to drop names,
but the Barenaked Ladies are a
good example where it seems
as if they're forced to write
comedy songs.

Dave: I also think the sound
was quirky by nature of the fact
that they were scrappy, lo-fi re-
cordings. With the new album
we had a full month to record,
and actually had time to do parts
more than once. Everyone's into
music for different reasons, and
while people don’t necessarily
have to grow with the band,
hopefully they can at least un-
derstand the band's changes. Our
intentions were good.

Gaz: I guess the biggest com-
promise would be to not make

entertainment
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the album you wanted to because
of fear of disappointing.

Mike: Oh yeah, absolutely. Far
be it for me to throw any praise
on us, but our then-US label was
suggesting a lot of trendy lo-fi
producers, and we were like, “No,
we want something that's hi-fi-
delity.” We really have to do what
makes us happy, and we didn't
want to take advantage of some
lo-fi bandwagon.

Dave: In terms of quality, we
were going for something along
the lines of Slint's Spiderland .

Mike: Except a lot poppier.

Gaz: And a lot less depress-
ing. Cool. Unless you guys are
hiding anything, I guess that's
about it.

Mike: Right, great...
fun...see you at the show.

it was

—

or just how the band naturally sonal issues of heartbreak...

Tired of people only
wanting you for your
body?

Well we want you

for your mind...
How many times do you
hear that?

Not many, we bet. Come
to room 312 in the SUB
and meet John and
Andrew — two guys
who just wanna talk...
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MAIL YOUR PARCELS WITH US!

SHOPPERS DRUG MART FENWICK ST.

RETAIL POSTAL OUTLET
OPEN EVERYDAY!

Monday to Friday
8:00 am - 10:00 pm
® Fax Service In/Qut
* 10¢ photocopies ®
® 425-4100 direct line ®
* FREE parking underground e
* Cheap and Guaranteed mail
by Canada Post Outlet ®

&

Weekends & Holidays
9:00 am - 9:00 pm

DRUG MART

Fenwick Street 421-1683
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4 WINTER SALE/

20% - 50% off

Women's Shoes
& Winter Boots

Men's Shoes
& Boots

Leather Coats 20% - 50% off
Sheepskin Coats 15% off
Koolah 25% off

(Water Proof Coats from Australia)

Soft Sided

20% - 50% off

15% off

Leather Luggage

Gloves 25% off
Wallets 25% off

Hats 25% off

Belts 25% off
Briefcases 15% - 50% off

Flexible Layaway Plan
A Manufacturers Guarantees

Special Orders

(902)429-4934
Spring Garden at Queen St., Halifax




