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ThMe Conservation of Ancestors.
By Rev. C. W. Gordon, D.D. -(Ralph Connor).

Ancestors determine destiny for mnen and for nations. Blood

and Breeding build Empires. It is a people's primai duity to
CONSERVE iTS A N C E S -
TORS. The conservation of a
single generation of ancestors
wvould inistne for Canada a race

of old-coniquerors.
Por Canada offers an eni-

-vironmerit as, yt ntinted by

the,'physical and. moral putre-
scence of decadent civilizations.
Our broad spaces>of farm' and

rëàt' land 'lie-as yet unspoiled,
a wbo esome breeding ground
for agreat people, a clean, sWeet
garden'for our children's*homfes.
Tbe. open country is a place for
bornes, and bomesare for Chil- -.
dren. Homes -a*d Children!
These words holdthe bistory.of
a race. Homeié, «s*ýeèt and whole-
some, wbiere men'and women of
dlean blood 'and. bigh breeding
nurse cbildren of like blood and

11EV. C. . GORDON. D.D. <aph Connor> breeding, producing a people's.
ancestors.

For the ancestors of apeople are a people's children and. be-

yond ail concernis, the supreme c9ncerni for ' Canada is that the

ancestors of a coming nation should be igbtly, born and bred. In.

tliai. supreme concerfi, the first consideration is that of Blood. And

what a strain of rida red blood flows in the veins of the sons and

daughters of Canada-the best of the world-conquening peoples of

Nortbern and Western EuroVe, withthe flnest 'of the peoples of tbe

South; the migbty mingled stream of Saxon and Ceit, with tbat
wbich flows fnom the sunny sons of the Gaul,,.toned and clarified

with tbree centuries of aeration by the ozone blasts of the vigorous
North Wind..j

As yet, the stock is sound, the blood is strong; but wbhat ofthe

newer strains of Teuton and Slav? What of those lower breeds

froiii lands of lazy airs and senstious' delights? But neyer fear.

Give timie and a fair field, and the Blood that bas conquered in the

wold conflict so far, will win again.
Time and a fair field! And first, Time. Let us not baste too

eagerly to grow in numbens. Rather let uls prepare to absorb the

host of strange peoples, the tramp of whose advance we already can

hear, whose onward march we may hasten, but cannot retard.

Canadians living now will see the day dawn wben the Dominion

censuis will register sixty millions of people. It.took tbe United

States oxlv seven years of the last decade to rolli up an Immigration

list equal te that of the first seventv vears of its existence, and the

rate of1 growth for Canada will be thiat of the United States, net for

the first, but for the last decade of its, history. Already the Immi-

gration into Canada equals that of a dozen years'ago into tbe United

States %vith all its mighty mnagnet of seventy millions of people,

and uever lias the stream of immigration into the Republic risen

:bove 172 per cent. of its popuflation. ,l for the past five yeans

Ille stneam <f mmigration inte Canada lias varied from 4 to 5 per

cen t.

Let uis not lie concernied to liiurry the flow of this curnent of

stiraiu,)e ife. blu rathier te learu hIl)%\.teo incorp(>rate it it m i r preselit

l fe streain ý\,itheu)t iijury to thle liati n. G;heIu' time.

And a fdir field. Take off Illic handicaps. "Let lis la), aside

every wcgi.eI.t lis pr ,vmde f<i,ilie iatio i s ;aucesturs, nit graves

aiid monuments, b)ltire(il places Il cles-I i mes. (auiada's

toulndat ion ilars u-t "(>1)l 1 i \Vlieat îanid ( ' 'd uliot tpon (cal aind

i-i.-ibelr, nid upou Rail\\-at\ auîd hi distrial Sokbut 1uP01nHomeICS.

l u1'ilt.; \Viere people are b rut aid umade ; I billes tirst, Ilornies lasi,

I louîcis aIl the time.

The national resources receive ultimate value from their contri-
bution to the homes o>f the people*. Farms are flot for wlxeat, but'
are places for homes. l.uml)er is flot for bank accoýints, but for,

making homes. Coal mines are flotr corporations, but for homes.

Schools and colle-es are niot for the niaking of scholars and profes-

sional gentlemen, but for homes. C(?hurcbes are flot for creeds and

congregations, but for homes. Thelî value of each and every prodpict

of Canadian nmaking is to be estiniated, by its value to the home~k

Î71iatever tbing in Canada of natural . wealth, of custom, or of

institution that does tiot carry back its off ering to the homes of our

children to make themi safer, sweeter, richer, kinder, shoul# bç

regarded as rulbbishi, and what things soever-in Canadian 'life .o'

custom impoverishes, endangers or degrades the home, no mgttet

how muchi applauided or approved, no matter how, deeply itnhede4l

n oc-îal con vention, should be ruthlessly destroyêd
The building place for homes is the brbad bosom of -old Mothe',

Earti, the land, the farm, the country, the sweet,clean, open cou«ý

try, that is God's place for the making of a homne.,
It is from the country.borne that the national life recruits i4 '

leaders in thougbt and in action. Twenty yèars a go seventy-fivepc

cent. of the University men of Canada came. from the firm bohuse.' ,

Not more tban two1 per cent. of the great leaders, even of the coiw-

mercial world, were born in the city. A nation, -eoncerned for th$

conservation of its ancestors, sbould make the Country Home rih ia

comfort, in intellectual and social privilege and -in spfritua1al apî4i

ation.
The Country Home bas first dlaim upon the larin, The wruq

drawn.from the laiid belongs first to tbe land, anid then to thphom,
life of tbose wbo tili it. And, just as it is a crim'e-4ainsto014 Lqt

Eartb to drain bier strength in senseless and rapacious faiIn tË.
it is a crime against tbe nation to starve the farin, Home cc
or beauty or intellectual and social stimulus. And in this t J

wbat witb trees to plant and seeds to sow, what with cheap

and heating, wbat with water powers and wind powers,.what,,

mail and telephone service, b ook and magazine literature, se

colleges and cburcbes, there is no reason why any CountryH

in our land sbould be bare, dul and comfortless and irrespoosive

the tbrob of the great world lyi i round it.
But there are tbe Cities, too, and City Homes where many ;

our nation's Ancestors must be born and bred. Cities 1 Places 0

danger and terror, witb their dust-laden air, tbeir. overcrowd4 '

streets, their dirt and disease,, their' piteous poverty, theircr

and sordid, squalid slums. Our Cities must be redeemed and &î

livable. For out of a nation's Cities, to a laige extent, flow 0hj

issues of a nation's life. A Home*ýin God's open country, how e«1r

to make! How easy to guard! But in tbe City, the making a~
defending of a home is war. 1It is a .terrifying fact that the wort,
is steadily leaving the country and crushing into the city. At th*î 7

beginning of the nineteentb century only four per cent. of thep"1
lation of the United States dwelt in cities; at the beginning ofthfÎ,-

twentietb century tbirty-three per cent. In Canada to-dayforty$vt

two per cent. of our people live in the city.

The terror of the city bas flot yet fallen uipon our Cana#i~s
bonii. Indeed, there are those that yearn for. the day wbenW'*4Z-

nipeg shiah be like London. But those who know and remenbr'ý

London, and especially East London, remember .it with hE~r~

London! that mighty monster of insatiate appetite for buman bodiea#

and hutman souils! ovcr oeue million, eight hundred thousa+ dOf
whose uinhappy denizens hover on the ragged edge of extieme

poNerty, and a million more with o'nly a week's wage between4hemn

and strain East London! where there are registeredi iipop-

the pauper roll 125,000 of lier citizens, and where onie-quartèr of-,'ý,

the population are buried at the public expense! In London, that

most Christian city in the most ('ristian nation of the lworld', the

chiîdreti penish ini thousands ion lack of healthful homes. 0f al

the children borni in East London homes, every second babe dies in,

thc first yean e)f its ife, and fifty-five per cent. of ail the children die
(Contintied <ni Page 11).
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