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gT was ate 'that niglit wbeu Franl
UWard left the - ity .and began hi
à q~eyh«omewardsalaong the sliadowy

watelWay., Agreat stilliese reigued up.
on the foreet, but there wagy taste of
snew i the air.

it was Christmas Day-a poor sort ef
a Christmas Day fer Frank. Leftta
penniles orphan scarcely a year aga,
the boy had tlirow'u in hie lot with Sam
Ravenstone, littie knewiug what sort of
a man bis new master would prove.-

Since thon'ho had learut the truth ib3
sad experieuce. Sam. Ravonstone was a
rew cerner te Aura Lake wlien firet tlieir
partuerehip began, but now ho liad estali
lished' the namne far- and wide as *the
hardeel traveller, the bardest fighter, and
tire hardeet drinker north et Miweeu.

Wby did Frank Étay with him? The
boy himseoit. culd net- have told- yov.
l'orlaps ' it waEs because ho -had'learrut te
like Sam in spite ef bis mauy weaknesses.
Reckiess daredevil, spendthrift,, ne'er-do-
well tliatho was,,Sam -Rvenstene' was
oeeoettho meet gouerous mon on eartli,
and the bey had eue chorislied hope-ai-
meet a dead ho p e now-that some day
hie partuer wouid pull round," andý that
Sam's sterling'.qualities' would, ttéumph
i the end.

Thougli the heur was lafe, Frank did
net hurry home. Ho kuew that Sam had
spent the night in thie city, and ho did ne't
relisli the thoukht et hie partuer's returu.
Good God-could net semethiug lie doue
te briug the man te hie sonqes?

Frank had uttered the wordl aleud, but
next moment ho came te a suddeu hait,
a cry eto alarm ou bis lips. Ris eyes
were fixed upon a motionlese figure lying
in thie snew, face dewnwards, a few paces
aliead et him. Wae it Sam? If se, how
long had ho been lying there, for a few
minutes ef such exposure miglit mean
death in this dreadtul cold.

Tlie boy hurried ferward, and stoeped
ever the 'motienlees form. No, thank
CGed, it was net Sam! It was au Indian.
For sôjue moments theo boy tliouglit the
manzwas dead. Ho raised the limp form,
and pressed bis flask te the red man'ls lips.
The Indian epened hie eyos, muttered
lioarseiy, thon tried te rise.
. Wliat was wrong with the man Frank
did net know. Evidently ho hiad licou
evertaken by a sudden ilinees. The bey
covered bis shivering bedy as beet ho
could, thon kicked off bis owu snowsliees
and sipped the Indian's meepasined feet
into them.

"Corne on, partuer," said Frank. "I
can't leave yeu eut bore, or you'Il die.
Guese yeu'll have te have Îuy bunk Io-
niglit."ý

Hie hait carried, hlai dragged the red
man te their shauty, and pulled him in.
To Frank's utter' surprise Sam -had ai-ready arrived home, and was uow sleep-
ing soundly in bis ewn bunk. The boy
did net wish te wakeu him, B0 having ted
the Indian on' bacon aud effee ho belped
the red man inte bis ewn liunk, hoe him-
selk.,occupying a bianket ou the floor.

Tlougli Frank was fend et Sam, lie
nevertheless feared bim. Ho knew tliat
ýSanweuld raiso Cain if ho found an In-
dian-and ain unciviiized ludian at that-
oecupying the shanty wieu lie awoke
jiext înorniîig, and accordingly Frank do-
eided that ie muet get the poor wretch
out of the u ay befere Sam aiWoke.

The India i needod no reusing, how-
eveçr. Ho was astir early, and seerned
quite himself again. fie nodded srniiing-iv to the lic j, but tlieugli Frank ques-
tioned l irn h, gave ne explanation as te
the cause et ais pliglit last ovening. They
had b)reakfr.et together, thon Frank in-
dicated tha, the red mian miust go his
>vay befor. the boss a-Woke.

Thie I l<an nodded, then lie took from
lis 'vali&' a polislied panther claw, pret-
tily stai- ied a brighit crirnson.

"You carry vtiat, little paleface," lie
advise<1, in his own soft linge. "It brin-
You g od luck. It make you mighlty hun-
ter.'"

Frîank understood that it wés a token
of !raitudî(e. i)oubtless ho hladr saved the

'da'slife, and evidentlv the red manî
îI\it. Frank saw~ noNv that lie wvas an

luth,' n of somne position, probabh' a
eh i-t for lie %vas well and gaili' attired.
j1- iin, g!aflçe(1 aeross at the sleeping

! Ili,]] lie Nvent twe paveslearvr 'ai
lu ddown into the sleepers8 face. Hv

te ýd te Fra"k wità thoe yes of a pati-
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&Orge law drinker, liard gamhbler, lai' motionless in 'Jingo !-thatt boy ouglit to ha ve beenîmer attenthe snow, his face buried in hie arme, a priest! Did you ever hear sueli a flowimr atentili the "cold wartied him to move on. of languagee lie mnade me think of iny

Then he sttuggied to his f eet. Ne looked old inothier."Ik "That man yoiir partner?" lie demand- down the waterway towards,. the city, "Then you *tllouglit of srenis ed Mvagely. onIyffjur mniles distant. ýShould he-go-'-yoref"-aote.*T oy Frank-.aodded. He fàlt almost ashamed' back to his friends, and try to forget ail! told us the truth ini a way we neveras he met the Indian's eyes- ashamed Pf No! lie had but one friend, the boy ho dreamt of. It inight have been a wo-)f being Sam's partner, for Sam had a bad had left behind at the slianty. mans tongue. Gee, ho made me sweat."name among the Indians. The city! A sudden gavage hatred of The weekspassed by.ý The long winter)f Thq red man said no more, but ail the the place came into Sam's soul. went, summer came. Sam was a strang-a friendshiphad gene from his eyes. He "No, by heaven, neyer agamn!" ho cried er at theo city ini these days..Iu every, strode acrose to the door, but ere lie atoud. 'II swear it! By my mother's sense, he was a cliânged man. Everyonei closed it behind him his gaze again namo 1 swear it!"1 was talking of it, but why the changeEf souglit Sam's face, and tlie look in biseTlien, witli bowed head, white -and liad corne about, not even Frank knew.eyes made Frank shindder. It wvas a trembling, lie returned to-the slianty. Oedyteby*srmaigi irmurderous look, fui! of, treacliery and It was New Year's Day, and Frank Ondathbowsru aggiihibbitter liatred, the sort of- murderous WVard was not slow to realise the çhauge pockets wlien hli came across the polishodr-glance that only an Indian could give. that liad corne over bis partuer. Tlie ciaw the Indian liad given him. 'JiNgo!Sam woke witli a start that morning, Christmnas festivities were over, but Sam- lie cried. "The token of good iuck. . Myand dressed himsolf hurriedly. Frank liad flot visited tlie city si nce Chiristmasest ars, there muet be soineGhing in it tI lad prepared' breakfast, but bis partner Day. Hie lad been sulent, almost morose, l'Il buy à gGid chain and woar it rounddeclared that lie did flot want any. Hie yet, since Christmas merning, ho hd my neck."had lest something on the trail last niglit neyer spoken in the hasty, gavage manner He went to thie eity to buy hie Mlain'holi said, and was going back to look for 4 with which Frank was se familiar. and when ho got Pack a suriprise awaitedit. Hie seemed norvous and excited, and4 Evening came-New Year's Eve--and him. There was Sam witb ail bis«u-ýFr .ank was puzzled ut hie strange lie- a number of the boys caliedat Sam's ggePieéd up at thie door, evideutly pro-,haviour. slianty to bear liim away to the city to pared -fôr a iong journey.<. ée"o"Should I corne aieng with you ?" the spend tlie evening there. Sam met tliem "Jupiter 1 cried thebdcy. "hreoboy suggqsted, but Sam'a negative an ut tlie doorway, and they greeted him earth are you geing?"swer was definite enougli. with a. Uast ef trumpets and mouth- But the expression on Sa'. face as"I'ym goiug alone," ho said, "You stay organ, telliug him ho was quite a their oye. met brouiglt a new-feur te t*ohere and get your breakfast." stranger. bo? e.Sahw s wierbbyud*The boy rose to bis feet. "Sam," ho "Corne along and have a good time with and bis oye. were indesrbbyssaid, "don't be a fool if you can help it. the rest of us," they iuvited, trying to Sam stretched out a brawuy bhaud-andIt's Christmas time, and you're best away drag him out, but Sam beid back. gripped the boy's sho <8ehuy,» tm l hefrom the city." "I'm not c.oming boys," lie said. "I've said in a quiet volce, III meaut te mo'I ain't going near the cityl" Sam ans- done with that sort of -thing?" away while you were at the 'city, but,wered, then lie slammed the door and A wild laugli greeted tliue statement.*liad't the heurt. I wanted to thank y=nhurried down tlie trail. "Ain't joined the Band of Hope, are you ?" for. ail you'vo done for me, and I tel 'ôoiSam Ravenstone -did net waste time eue of them inquired. that is à great demi. You' ,e oled mon the way. Hie lipped over the snew at "No," answered Sam. «But it's a fool'. to live dlean, and by God l'Il do t, iaat
a run, bu t presently le stopped, a new game anyway. You mark my words." I swearý l'Il do it!»'>fear ou bis, face, bie eyes lixed ou the At tliat moment Frank appeared ut bih Ws uerhayugti àatlâ,white expanse ahead. Were tliose wolf partuer'.saide. The boy's eyes were blaz- cried the boy. "Are you mad, tgam ?Mtracks? Yes, by Jupiter they were! ing savagely, and hie teeth were cienched "No, senny, imnet mmd," answeiidSam was. running like a madman now, with foerce dotermination. . Sam Raveustone. OrI wau nover'noand evory few yards the fatal wolf tracks "Can't you lot a man live dlean when sane. B ut I'm golng to balove yu. l'in,crossed his. patli-the tracks of many hie wants to ?" ho asked bittenT7. "Sam's going riglit iay 'Texas, the Yuosi, théwolves. At ]ength lie reached the spot trying to keep etraiglit, and. heUI succeed Gold Ceasnt--somewhere. I h"id1ýkmowbere Frank had found tlie Indian lying, if you swipes wifl keep away." where -yet But I'mging. XYÔU*land there ho paused, hie eyeshait friglit 1Hoe aid a good deal more, plainly and nover see me again. ut you neèduiÏoued, searching the white expause to savagely, and in liorce backwoods Ian- worry about me. I*m etrong enoüha~riglit and loft. guage. To be talked to thug by oue wbo clever enolhgh to five anywhire..MdYes, liere too were the wolf tracks- was scarcely more than a chlld brought shahl live etraiglt."1xnanyof tliem, but e9hn lse! Snow -a blueli of sliame te the cheeks ef Sam'e "In heaveu's sake exlain yeuruf'liad fallen during thé uight, and great former pals.'Not eue of tbem spoke, net cried the boy. "''doun't undenmtmud'you,"mounds of it *were piled up acrose the a single word of defeuce. It' was the III will," answered Sam. "'Butlthere tArbfrozen creek. Was this the exact spot? plain, unblushing truth of what Frank houpe of thinga I want te amy 'finsi t âSam burried on, thon elewly came back. said that stung them mont. He eureed squat dowu bore and taik tii, thing ontiHo began to search about in the mouxnds their vile gambling dons, tlieir dancing properiy." -1of snow, digging inuote m with hie saloons, and aIl the hateful vice and de- Thej squatted dewu at the edge ef thesnowshoee, but overy , where ho turued baucliery aeeociated therewith. It was verandali, and a gay littie cipmnunkwere tlie lated welf tracks. the speech ef a strong minded, etraiglit scuttled acres. tlie turf at their feet.Suddeuly Sam stoed upriglit. It was deaiing boy, who abeve ail thinge on "The firot thing I have te explain laas though soe dreadtui realization bad Ged's .rartli tried te live dlean. It was tlisà," Sam began "ý-that X've loft ýyou-dawned upon bim. Hie face was the face the speech ef the innocent te the guilty, well provided for. I've made a fuir de-,et a man wlio was listeuing te bis owvn the speech et one fighiting for the man. cent pile et meney duning the lait fewdeath sentence. Thon, as tliouglih li ad hôod of semeone ho leved, figliting te de- years, and I've bad it transferred te yourheard it tlirougli,lie flung birnself on his fenid is partner, and to bis listeners it name. 1 want yeu te do what gogd yenface in the snow. Ris great siiouiders brought a sad and wistful thougkt ef can with it-I want you paeiularlytrembled and lieaved. fie Ias blubber- their own departed boyliood. help the Indiana. If you are my frianding like a chld!' They went away with nover a word. you will agree te, this, and give me your.Sam Ravenstone, liard figliter, bard Down on theecreêk one et themn said- promise.'!-
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