
THE WESTERN HOME MONTHLY

TIE STRENGTE 0FA IFLOWER

A rock eplit asuador by a growing tree
that has found lodgmont.in wbat ivas. at
&rMt only àaemali crack je a familiar
aigbt to most people. The fàrce that a
trse exerte in. aceompliehing this feat ie
tremendous, but relatively it je not equal
t0 that oxerted by the flower that Mr.
John Burroughs deecribes . in a recent

-bôok, "The Breath of Life":
one of th~e mot remarkable exhibi-

tions of plant force 1 ever saw wae in
j Western ity, where 1 observod a wild
gafower forcing its way up through the
mphlt pavement; the folded and com-

*preaed baves of the plant, like a man's
net, had puahed againet the bard but
flexible concrete until it bulged up and
eplit, and -let the irrepressible plant
tbirough. The force exerted muet have
beeb maniy pounds. I think it doubtful
if the- strongest man could bave pushcd
his fit through such a resistig médium.

Life activities are a kindl of explosion,
and the slow continued explosions of
this growing plant rent the pavement
as aurely 'as pewder would bave done..
ije doubful if any cultivated plant
eoud bavé overecome sucb odds. It
required the force of the untamed bairy
plant of tbe plakina te, accomplish the-
feat.

DISCOUNT AND PREMIUX
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"No." Dotor- Horn's answer la
emphatic. "If you were willing to take
an inferior article, Alexander Hooper
wouldn't give it to you."

"Chanacter at a premiuxn," said Mr.
Fisher. "Don't you think we ean afford
te pay a littie more on the vear's con-
tract, and award it to Ho(ýÎer?".

Courtney Royce did notbuy the grays.
He nover could understand why the con-
tract> went to Alexander Hooper. 'Influ-
ence" e grumbled, and did not guesa
that it was the influence 'of character.

BOYS, GET -TO THE BOTTON_0P
THINGS

As the boy begins, so, probably, will
the man end. .The lad who speaks with'
affectation and minces foroigu tongues
that be doe not understand at sebool,
will probably ho weak i caracter al
hie life; the boy wbo cheats his teacher
into tbinking bima devout at ebapel will
probably ho the man-* wbo will make
religion a tradte, and bring Christianity
into contempt;'and the boy wbo wine
the higbest average by stoaling bie
examination liapers wil probably flgpre

some* day as a disbonest triekster. The
lad wbo, wbetber ricb or poor, dull or
clever, looks you etraigbt ini the eye and
keeps bie answer inside of truth. already
cou4ts frienda wbo will last his life,
and bolda a capital which will bing him
in a surer' intoreet than m-onoy.

Thon get to the bottom of thinge.
You see how it je already as to that.
It was tbe student who was groumded in
grammer tbat took tbe Latin prizo; it

îwas that slow, stea.dy,' drudge wvho prac-
tisod flrig every day last winter that
bagged tbe imost game. in the mountai;
it je the clerk who studies the speeiality
of the house in off -bours wbo je pro-
moted. Your 1rilliant, bappy-go-lucky,
hit-or-mies fellow usually turne out the
dead-weigbt, of tbe family -by forty.flve.
Don't talcs anythiag for pranted; get to,
the botteun of things. Noither be a sbam,
yeurself or ,o f ooled %by shame;.*

WITER IN A WARMER CLIIIE
k Are you planning to spend ail or part
of the coniing winter on the North
Pacifie Coast or California? The Grand
Trunk, Pacific Railway je the choice
scenie route. For full particulara apply

to any agent of the Grand-Trunk Pacifie
Ry. or. write W. É. Duperow, general
passenger agent, Winnipeg.

TWO'S JOLLY INE COMPANY
Alderman Jinks wvas deseribing a

mnagnificent feaat lie bad assisted at the
previous evwming

"Yea" he sa.id, amacking his lips, "I
nover enjoyed a spread 80 much. Oh!
that turkey! What a bird!* They had
stuffed it t. the eyes with truffleo, and

thé fleah pioitively melted ini the n"bth.
NothinÉ was left but theobones."

"lIow many were ;.ou?" sonmKne
asked.

«Oh, only two of us," wae the some-
whatL'atartlini reply.

"What! Only kwo ?"
"Yea, two. Why not? The turkey

and myself.»

Praisea ti Asthma RemedyO. grateful
user -cf Dr. J. UL Kellogas Asthiba' Remed -
finds it the only- remedy jhat wil give relief,
though for thirteen tare he had aought other
help. Years'of neeiesa suffering may be pre-
vented by using this wonderful remedy at the
first warning cf trouble,.Is urne le siîtpIe, jeu.
cost is slight and it can be purchased alnost
anywhere.
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«Wbat will you take for that toam"'
Courtney Roye e troked admiringly

*the near borse of a pair of carefully
matdied greye.

"Do you want to buy T"
«I tbiak so. I shall bave to get a new

rig for tho bospital work."
"le the eontract awarde4 ?" asked tbe

otixer man, with interest.
'<No, but it migt as well bo. It lies

between Hooper and me, and 1 bappen
to know that my bid je a good deal
lower tban bis. And as for the bond,
tbey're net te ho compared."

Courtney spoke proudly.
"Oh, tbe, bond's al ight," said tii-

driver cf tbe grays, laugbing. <'Well, you
can bave tbem for a fair price."

"I want p. good team," Courtney said.
"Ill sepu again when the matter's

Ho *Went off, holding bis bead a little
higher tban usual. It was ne Wonder,
perhaps.- A great charitable institution,
wbich had its beadquartors three miles
from,ïStanton, was about to lot tbe con-
tract te provisirD tbe different bianches.
Thero were model cottages fer old people,
a children'e hospital, and a general bos-
pital. The contract was important.
Courtney foît that ho was euret t iWin
the business for th~e year. Alexander
Hooper, bis only recl rival, was. in a
amaller wayý of business, and had not
hie advantagee.

The samos day old Doctor Horne met
Mr. Fishor, the banker, wbo was one of
tbe trustees of the instituýtion, and drove
him homo to dinner.

«"You muet bo about ready te let out
the 'contraet," the doctar said. "Courit-
noy Royce will get it, I suppose."

"'I'm not at ail sure of that," Mr.
Fisher replied.

"l'Te bas bie fatbor-in-law's bond. You
couldn't get a better."

"No. And Alexander Hooper has noth-
ing but bis own bond to off er. But
personally T like Hooper's offer btter."

The Docter laughed.
"'Hoîv do you make that out 9"
"By taking everything into consider-

ation. You -are looking ut the circum-
stances, and forgetting the mon."

"Courtney Royce is ail right."
"Juist so. But don't you think if the

wliolesale bouse offered him u-little
cheaper grade of goods for our use it
%vatld suit him about as well, always
provîded the cheaper stuf looked pretty
innela like the otlher?"

A, .X-well, and a little better," the doc-
tor saUId. "Y'et Royce ie not a dishonest
inaii." -

"V'oi have to discount a little for
charaeter in lis case. that's aIl," Mr.
Filior Said. "Vout take hum at a dis-
eotit. and not at a premium."

Tt'itrue," assented the doctor.

Bouur ay the samo of Alexander

uiahed
1cent-:
nos in
rsent
braver
caiden
) lave.
je the

loctor,


