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Týhe Poor Man's Fresh Meat-the
cla

It also flUs the Flehernm'. a t boS

WnUstn for The Wesisr Homo Monfhlg by Bonnymaail Dais
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U ATr are all thoee big firesa
over there?" asked Laddie.a
We were seated by he mca
shore. The ti h fallenc
spd the. prev ibng west wind1

had died down. "Clam bake I gues,"r
1 told him. Just as you good people oft
midcoctiflbut have "oon roast' andà

"Bah . giois" do our new niglibora ina
Nova Sgtia hâve their "clam baes" -
And it taes a good host and carefula
ookIdng 80 sas not to serve UP> a nice weer

moofsand with each and every clam.f
ýl'geu heir bellies are fa " lrreveretly1
quoth the ldas vwisps o? merrýr songs

webborne acrosa the illlt. What otheri
frahave burned along this strand? Onl C

ten generations ago the then Fm 1
Mttier watched with alarmo the twinlinga
fires built by boat crews of the attackingc
Biitiah fleet, and on another beach to thez
wetward the natives (Micmacs) bufiti
Merry Bires of the poor Sttiers' homes aud1
coe. Ail thesel warhke scenes are pastc
and gone. The Union Jack relaceS thei
ties of France. The Indiaus have gone
to their unknown graves; ail but a very(
few; and this foreSted, seal be&irt, Pen-
"nul island of Nova Scotia is iettledi

with descendants of Scotch, Englisadi d
Irish, whmOseyuug.roast clame where the1
ludians iû olden tunes had more tragia

The main use of the festive clam la for1
hait; bait for the millions of big codfishi
that sim in the shailow water Off the1
cosat. Waer to twenty fathoms wherei
the modem steam 'drag-net (the uewi
fishig boats) wiil foui eve time on the
boulder-oovered bottom. ýrom where I I
write this, as far as the eye eau see, euch
sud every field and ail the shores arei
covered with great and amail boulders andi
atones lett by the retreatingic f the

gaalperiod. If it spoiled the "haY-
feds-the one I ses from.this window9
ae so bespattered that kjaddie could leapo

front tone to, atone a4oasl it (yet they1
take afair crop of "Engh'sh hW, from it;I
the othe hay rowu wild on the tide flats1
ia known as ' red top"'). So it wu the '

ethat deposited the rocks lu thei
Ig grouuds and made them 80o thati

only haudliue or trawl fishermen could u8e
them.

Laddie is going out ou the morrow with
nomne fishermen to catch the big brown
oodfisi f hli l lucky euouh not to hook
all dogflsh. So, as the baitbox la emptY,
it isup to himand they to fillit. AnxiOu8
eyes watch the retreatn tide; as it takes
two clama to every hI-tMoOn a Cod
une sud three to five thousand on a trawl,
so it takes some diggiug, as the codfish
esa oui y the soft bagsud uot the liard
anout of the clam. IL pictured the four
men at the work. They use the N.S.
dlam lice, aud a zood man eau dig -1
bucket of these shell fishli i a few minutes
where they lie the thickest. They prefer
the mediumn sized clam as the great big
chaps have too mucli anout. It 18
wouderful how thickçly tliey will lie withiu
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It g1vesý the rk-1 fi&vor

a foot of the top of the sandflat. These
are the "soft sheil" clams. The big
"liard sheil" ones are found out on tlie
open ocean Eliore. The lowest low tide
lasted only a small part of an hbur; so the
men were constautly~ baclcingup.y Before
tlie tide fiuaily covered tlie Bats they had
a good mauy thousandclama of the riglit
se to pour into the. bait boxes. These

were then tied to anchors in the tideway
and left fioating there ail niglit. It is
remarkable how-long clams wilhlive iu a
floatiug box. Ihhavé kunt oftaderelict
box afloat uutil it wasalal chafed aud
rubbed up by battering for mauy tides on
mrauy shores, yet wheu we opened it the
clama were riglit and* hearty-as if that
was their natural course of lite. Withiu
a few montha- these fiats on wbich tlie
clama were dug willaaiu be filled wUt
medium-sized hait . %The mn Iam
writiug of take bait only for their own
fishing. The men over at Fundy Bay
dig hait for the fleeta of fishinir boata
whicligo out to the banica. 8othey dia
on every tide jand store their clamaailve,
otliers catch and open and sait the bait.

There la an odd y arn of one of the young
meu of this "soutliwet shore" (really it
la the east shiore of Nova Scotia, but in the.
time of Halifax being the, headquarters
of the fleet ail roada were built out from
there; and 80 thia la "so0uthwest" Of
Halifax ail righlt) This Youn man was
used to digging clama on thiS..re wliere
we have oufi yseenfottides. Arived
at Fundy and hie work obtained ho net out
with i ils allnsd took an outoide position
Bo as to beon good rich clam "atwhero
the. other chape were not botherIng hlm
witli their cdam hoees Hothrew hs ma
lu piles as the ground was enormoualY
ricli. Once lie thouglit le heard a cry or
cali, but the wiud was settiug towards the
dory and the other lammers. A riol
oreaminq wave tliat aplased into bis
outer pile of clams awoke hlm to the. tact
that the tide hadbMm allbut out off. Re
started lu haste te fil bis pilis Or bucketa;
but the water was over bis feet lu no time.
DisRdliug every"he ie sartedslahn
ahead for al lihe waS Worth, but lie waS
woon in soter fiasansd up to the knees.
His mates now came rowmg towards hlm
and hauled hlm lu. Fir-t thun ho aaked
was, "low ighdoes this tide runt"

Wle ley tod im,"fiftYftest odd during
blow "le rmrkdle was luckY that

o nly bis 1eg8 W&8 wet.
ithougl it la seldoma that~ we men Who

lfoilow Natural history work meet straige
adveutures ý(ail tiiee are met by the
writers wlio neyer leave their desic-met
lu their miuds) I did see au odd iglit
made b1o.ven the. humble clam. I
happene to ho staymu on one of thie
islands of the Gulf of Georgia. It was
cold weatlier and sometimes at night we
had nlpping froats. I was afoot along
the great sudspit fflXiously tching for
scal whidli "suu" ther'e. None wereto

1o accuS. A single blacktail deer, herded
1by me towards the narrow edoftheavit,

NqovaSctia flabarmen digglng clama for bait.
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Cet a- tin todar. 1usd thi e.tos
Lift off the cover. ecop out OSt Ivh
tablespoonfUs of lIas sd ac

of pntorwater in abowl. WhlpiriA
umtil s alsa olved. XIt tbu Jula
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iasmakos dflhousjk uw&ltw ek o
asuces, sud mil us.UM àSi
you have b..» ualn Iul li u.ok
and baking snd goe ii dvatlgsof'
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fat in the formeof butter. ls1- L
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