IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF CANADA. -5
Enclosure in No. 2.
To the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty.

Most Gracious SovEREIGN,

WE. Your Majesty’s most dutiful ‘and loys 11 subjects, the Commons of Canada, in
provincial Parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to represent to Your Majesty, that,
under the circumstances in which the proviuce of Canada is placed in a social, political, and
economical point of view, we are humbly of oplmon-—

That the introduction of the elective principle into the constitution of the Legislative
Council would not only impart greater weight to that important branch of the Le"lalatuu.
than it can have under existing mr.nwement s, however judiciously the selection of its
members may be made, but would also ensure greater cfficiency in carrying out that
system of Government which obtains in the mother conntr ;» and bas been happily
introduced into this plovm(.c

That the object in view might, in the opnuon of your faithful Commons, be best
attained by dmdm'r cach of the scetions of the province into thirty territorial divisions, to
be hereafter defined by the provincial Parliament, and containing each, as nearly as
pessible, an equal amount of population, and by allowing the persons qualified to vote at
the elections of members of the Legislative Asaembl_y in each division, subject to the

arrangements hereafter mentioned as to present members, to elect one person qualified in

the manner herein-after mentioned to sit in the Legislative Council, which should be com-
posed, after the arrangements as to present members have had - their effect, of sixty persons
so elected, one-third of whom shall be required to retive in rotation every two years, so'that,
except as to members elected after a dissolution, or to fill any occasional vacancies to
replace elected members, the members shall be elected for the term of six vears; and

members retiring by rotation, whose term of service shall expire during a session of

Parliament, may “continue to serve until the end of that session.

‘That twenty new members of the said Legislative Council ought to be first clected; that,
subject to a dissolution, as herein-after mcnnoncd the present “members of the LC“‘laldll\L
Council ought to continue members thercof, and to retire in rotation in numbers as cqual
as may be po:snblc at the end of two and four years respectively, at each of which respective
periods twenty new members of the said’ Council ought to be elected, “h“tevel ‘be the
number of the members then retiving ; for which purposes two lists of the present members,
one for each section of the provinee, accordmn‘ to their place of residence at the time thm
were summoned to the said Council, be prepar vd and Jots drawn under the direction of the
Speaker of the Legislative Council to determine the time at which they shall retire by
rotation as dl()l'esald and, to provide for: elections in the first instance, and upon’ the

retivement of the present members in the manner provided, the said Speaker do also draw

lots separately for cach scction of the province, to determine for which divisions members are
to be first clected, until all divisions are represented ; the said Speaker to apportion also by
lot on the re-assembling of the Legislative Council after a dissolution, for each said section
of the province l'eapc(,tn'ely, the or der in-~which members shall retire ; members elected to

fill oceasional vacancies to be clected for the divisions for which the former members were

serving, and for the term only for which they would have been entitled to serve.
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“That the persons qualified to be elected members of the Legislative Council should be

all subjects of your Majesty by birth or naturalisation, of the Fall age of thirty years, and
residing in this province, who shall have been at any time previous to such election
members of cither of the Legislative Councils of Upper or Lower Canada, or of -the
Legislative Council of this provmce, or members of either of the Legislative As semblies of
Upper or Lower Canada, or of the Legislative Assembly of this  province; and also all
subjeets of your Majesty as aforesaid, qu: alified at above as to : age and residence, who may
be’ possesaed for their own use and benefit of real property situated in this province, held
in free and common soccage, or en fief; or en roture, or.en franc-alleu, of the value of 1,000
currency over and above all debts due and char aeable on the same, no person who may be
disqualified by law . to be clected member of the Lerrxshtlvc As:embly bemrr eligible. to the
said Legislative Council.

That for the better working: of constitutional frovernment the Crown ou«rht to have
‘power to dissolve both Houses of" ‘Parlianient, or eithier of them'; but that, as’ 10spccts the
Legislative Council, such power ouglit not to be exercised exeept in ‘the event of the.rejec-
‘tion by the said Lerrls]atne Counml in two successive sessions, and at least at six months

- interval, of a'measure which ghall have paﬁsed ‘the Legislative Assembly in the same two -

successive ae%lons, nor unless the said measure. shall have passed the: Legislative Assembly

~ in the second session by the vote of an absolute majority of the members of the said . Legxs- !
lative Assembly the Parliament convened qfter a dlSaOlllllOll of elther Housc or of both,‘

~being reckoned as a new Parlianient..
That membem of the Legislative Councll oufrht to have’ po“er to vacatc thexr seats,
“either in vacation or'durmn' the sitting of. P(u‘hameut ‘but ‘that no- member. ot elthcr
Housé while bemrr S0 ourrht tobea c.mdld'mt(, for elecnon to’ the ‘other: House.
That, undér the proposed change in the constitution of the Le«vlslatwe Counu] xt is

inexpedient that any pecunmy quahhcatlon should be retamed for belnﬂ' ehmblc 0 thc a

Lemshuve Assembly. -
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