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Bevae ha.d once ma.de fully known the fact that he was at the head _
of the _]lldlCla.l system, and it did not take him long to accomphsh
this, disorderliness became as rare in the mining camps as in the

 capital of the country. ‘In 1864 Mr. Douglas’ term of office expired, |

~ and, as the people both of the Island and the mainland had petitioned
. thé Imperial authorities to a,ppomt a governor for each colony,
Frederick Seymour was sent to British Coluinbia as his successor.
* The colony certa.mly did not gain by the change.  Mr. Seymour,
while persona,lly a most estimable gentleman, was. wanting. in that
firthness of character and capacity for business so requisite in a ruler

" of a young and .eriergetic community. . The hesitancy, however,

which marked his administrative acts, was counterbalanced by the

- v1cro1 and enterpmse of the leading men: of the Province, and thus '~

-

the progress of the state was fortunately not ha.mpered by the de-
ﬁc1enune.> of ‘the Governor. - Three days after Mr. Seymour’s -arrival .
a,t New Westm.m.ste; came the news of the Chl]kotm massacre, in "
Wh.lCll thirteen' men, employed in cutting a trail from Bute Tnlet to-
wa.rds Aléxandria, were slaughtered by natives: The party at work, .

" “on the'trail numbered seventeen in-all’and only five escaped, When

the news reached New Westmmster and Victoria hundreds)of men

‘ volunteered for service in. suppressmo' the Indians and brmgmor the’

guilty ones to justica! Following this outbreak came-the news,
_ three weeks later, of the capture by the same Indians of a pack train_
en route from “Bentinck Arm to Fort Alexandria, and the murder of
" three of the men in charge. A force of voluntéers and marines
‘was unmedlately despatched to the scene.of these outrages and -
- several of the bloodthirsty savages were -caught and hanged. In -
- October Governor.Seymour dissolved the legislative council and a
new electlon took place. In 1865 the questmn of uniting the two

colonies of/ Vampouver Island and British Columbia was agitated, \

and in 1866 consolidation took place, the - executive - govern-
“ment and legislature of British Columbia being extended over the
~ Island and the ‘number of members of the Leo'lsla,nve Council
. being. .increased to twenty three. ‘Mr. Seymour became Gov-

ernor of the united colony and reta,med the pos1t10n until his death; o

in 1869. :
The History of Va.ncouver Isla.nd, between the years 1859 and

. 1866, is marked by ra,pld s tlement ‘and development especla.liy in o
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