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Topics of the Day
'-A h b sbee intimated sex eral, tines in tis journal,

wages hauve reacbed a turîuîng poi~nt. kZesuits of
the receuit strikes indicate that the uisual aîîd

inevitable reaction is in sight. On Saturday last, 2,,500

cotton operators on strike at Valleyfield weîut back to
work, with an increase only for the mulle spininers. ut
was a compromise decision, but thc enîplovers yîelded
littie. Thle plimbers' strike in TPoronto lias lastedf many
weeks and the victory will lie to the inasters. And so
the story goes.

TPle trades unions have lad a long innings andwgs
have advanced trcmendonsiy, wlîle the lours id labour
have been lessened. It is îîow ton expensix e to mianui
facture for export, and industrial expalisiomi Î> being
ehecked. Tbis is due to tie preseuit biigli ofeln wages
combined witli an increas-
ing rate of interest. 'Relief
must come from either of
thcse points, and wages are
just as likely to f ail as the
rate of intercst. With lower
wages, liowever, will corne
a -'generul range oi lower
pr4ces. Real estate is now
cheaper in many places
than at any time during
the past twelve mouitls.

Sir Thomas Sliaugbnessy
hias been talking to Sir
Wilfrid Laurier enncerniuîg
the Al Red route nnd fast-
er steamers on the Atlan-
tic. Sir Thlomas hasn't
told what passedl between
them, but it is quite likeiy A
that lie intimated to thec
Preniier' that tlie steamship)
business had lietter bie liit
on a commercial basis. lu
facIt aiter the consultation,
Sir 'Thonias intimatcd as
ranch. Surely Canlada lias
doncecnougli bonusing to
iast one sniall nation a
good long lii e-tume. The
present steamers arc bonus-
ed by means of nil suli-
sidies ; but thev have near-
ly outgrown -their *'bonus
stage and are working ai-
most entirely on the basis
Of what tliey eau carn. 'Phis
is as it should lie. Our Mr, H
steamship traffic lias as-
sunîied proportions heyond the predictions of the lasi
generation and is in niq need of Ottawa aid.

British Columubia is gettîng warm oui the Japanese
question, Thle Domninion Governinent should aet qfuickly
if it intenlds to act at aIl. If the people of that province
work thernselves Up into a first-rate frenzy over Oriental
immigration, it will be difficuit to appease them. As the
agitation is led liv a Liberal member of the Ilouse of
ComImons, the gov-iernment lias not tlie proud privilege of
saying that it is the work of politicai agitators. Thlis
pleasure being denied to the governinent, it would be well
to set sonie reni miachinery in motion.

People would bie foolish to- stop cating steel-rolled
flour because of the statemient of Mr. William Ilenry
Battie that sucli flour causes appendicitis. It is probably

.înother case like tliat <of the Ot t awa doto r w ho sdiid
thal a ni' s bhudiiess was calised 1)y to) înanv cigar-
ettes and it turned ont that the patient nieyer used tlieiîi.
Tlhe stet'1-.ppndicitis tlieory îxeeds considerable furtiier
cvidence to 'support it, before it is ti) lc taken scriously.
lFor the î>reseît people mnay safely disîniss it and go onI
eating bread as usual.

.Mr. Herbert C. Cox, who lias becn elected presidexît of
the Underwriters' Association of Canada, aind( first vice-
presixient of the National Association o>1 Life Under-
writers oi the United States, is a voxuîg mani wlio lias
neyer courted publieitv. Ex en nii sportinig circles lie is
not strikingly active. Ilis business and Iijs lionie lite
have engrossed bis attention. As the son of 'Senator Cox
it was tiattîral that lie sliould lie 1 roiiiinent in tie Cani-
ada Life lnisnralnee Conîpa,ýny ;and, w itl i s brother, lie

lias takex a leadlîiig par in
its aflairs. Ilis elevation to
these higli ollices shows
that lie lias I)v lis ahilitv
won tlie esteenu of his con-
Ireres i the life insuralice
field anîd prm>xes hmn to lie
soinething more than tlie
son of a rather lainons
father.

Thle mneetinîgs of tiiese
two unsurance associations
in Tronfto) have attracteil
considerable attention. Thle
mem bers appiarefltly desired
publicitv, and their reînarks
concerîiing the reforîners

>. and( tlie legislators of
Northî America were foribîle
and to the poinit. 'fic tuet
result seems to bie that
niost of thein admit thait
the profession nieeded r
formniig, but tliat it would
bic uiîwise to reforii îit olut
of existence. Witli this
view of the situation, the
generai pubillic will hiliv
agree. bile insurance is one
of the modern necessities,
lînt like rnost other large
activities, it is the better of
a littie regulation so as to
kepl the poorer niemibers ni
the profession within a cer-
tain rcstricted, circie.

C. Cox. 'Plie D)ominion Rifle As-
sociation is meeting this

week nat Ottawa and the increase in the number of entries
îndicates a continuation of the keen interest in rifle
shooting whicli was aroused by the Boer XVar. Thle (Aov-
ernment announces that new ranges are beingpurchased
un the West and at one or two points in the El ast. The
Departmnent of Militia lias flot rnoved vcry f ast in tliis
niatter as some miiitary districts have been several years
without ranges. A militia, district without a rifle range
us a waste of mioney, and a considerable amounit ni good
money is beingr wastcd every year in this way. In some
cases, the neglect of this feature of military training on
the part of the authorities is simpiy astounding.

'Plie rumour that Mr. Su ton has been offered the port-
folio of Public WVorks is not suîrprising. Mr. Sifton is a
strong mnan and the present government was neyer in
greater need of men of hlis type.
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