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OLD ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, WOODSTOCK, ONT.

Oh) ST. PAUIS, IQOODSTOClÇ O41.
This architecturally common but very picturesque looking

old structure possesses a unique interest, as being associated

with a period of local history long since passed away, and a

condition of local society now represented by a few names.

Some time after the conclusion of the peace which brought

to a close the Napoleonic wars, a number of English

officers, who thus found their occupation gone, decided to

come to Canada and take up land giants. Among the first

were Captain Drew, afterwards Rear Admiral Drew, and

MEMORIAL TABLET IN ST PAUL'S CHURCH,
WOODSTOCK, ONT.

Major J aines Barwick, of the 79th Regiment. Captain

Drew reached the site of the present town of \Woodlstock

early in the thirties, and made the selection of the tract of

land in what is now \Woodstock East, and on a plot set aside

for the purpose Old St. Paul's was built. In the year 1835

Rev. Canon Bettridge arrived on the scene and found a

small rectangular building of brick, so small, so lacking in

architectural taste, and so ount of harnony with ail his

previous associations that he promptly refused to use it at all,

and had a small frame building erccted elsewhere, in whici

his little congregation, which at first numbered twelve

persons, worshipped for a vhile. On becoming more
acquainted with the condition and resources of the settle-

ment, he relented and returned to the despised little pile of

bricks. As the congregation increased the capacity of the

church was enlarged, and it is somne years now since it

assumed its present form and proportions. Its timîe-wvorn

walls receive a picturesque setting fromn the foliage of the

ancient trees around ; and the mural tablets to be found inside,

to the memory of noted founders andi members, give it an

historical aspect of surpassing interest. Canon Bettridge
was in many, ways a ieiarkab'e man. A descendant of an

English house of ancitnit lineage and historical renown, he

joined the arny when a youth, and was with Wellington at

Brusels when the approach of Napoleon was annourced.

For some reason lie was assigned a post in Bru-sels, and so

did not participate in the memorable engagement at Waterloo.

Ile is described as a man of grand appearance, his military

training having given a bearing of grace to his magnificent

form that was very pleasing. Ilis little congregation of
twelve gradually increased as the settlement filled up, and it
soon became to be no unusual sight to sec a dozen or more
high-bred horses pacing up and down before the church, in
charge of liveried servants, while the colonels, admirals,
captains, etc., to whom they belonged, listened inside to the
grand, impressive words of the eloquent preacher. It was a
strange sighlt to come upon in a Canadian wilderness, but
not more strange than many other sights that could have
been witnessed in this interesting little colony. They lived
up to a standard of magnificence that seems incredible now ;
their balls, banquets and social gàtherings are described as
semi-regal, and the state of soclety maintained higher in
many ways than any present-day society to be found in
Canada. This may seem an extravagant statement, but it is
supported by many curions and even remarkalble facts.
Their wealtl, in a growing colony, was comparatively great,
and they were lavish of it. In this way they exercised an

ent
important influence on the growth of the settlenief

not only by their wealth, but they lefti an ilpress boff
culture and good manners which lias even yet .othe

been obliterated. But they are gone and with the

military aristocrary which they had established. tt

rtmains but their names such names as di t
De Blacquiere, Drew, Barwick, Cotle, Light, etC.7 .het

memories of their days and deeds. Sonme ofhe
given their names to the streets of Woodstckthe 0t

of others may be found on the tab!ets erect t0e

menory in old St. Paul's, and inscribed on the i:Ii05 tb

headstones in the little churchyard to the rear,

but find a place in the memory of a few of the

inhabitants.

The French Book Trade- th

Paris is experiencing just now a curious crisis i00

trade. These arise fron time to time, for the Pub 

trade is no more fiee fronm overproduction or& gut

any other branch of commerce. There are a bIfoit

authors who command the French market, and soiu 101

five whose popularity seems inexhaustible. Bt he

of novelists is to bc coiinted not by dozens, buth

And still the publishers go on issuing. A few da

publisher of one of thî-a e popular authoîs had 45

of his last venture returned to him. They were i
that had been sent to the different railway station

had been scarcely any sale ; they all came back. the

this author was very popular. The explanatlon

valent plan of sending works first through the Pd

letons. The novel had lost its freshness ; it was the
before it was issued. This system is found to tell 0 o d

expensive volumes. La'ely an art publication,an

luxe, magnificently brought out, illustrated Wlit tici
gravings, liberally announced and generously cr' n

back to the publisher with only one copy sold;.i xS-r

ture, published at a guinea, obtained a sale of sie

and then the edition was sold ot for one and aare

copy. At present it is understood that there aery t

volumes of novels on the hands of P)aris pulit i

cannot be got rid of. And this number groe VO

day. It was even proposed that these unsa forc

should be distributed at country fairs as prizes frCl
insteadofgingerbread and sweets, but that the Pre
interfered and stopped the practice.-lp/'i
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