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In Iowa the farmers catch fish in nets by
tbe waggon load, and use them as fertili.
zers on their farme.

—

We bave received the premium list of
tbe Indiana State Fair, to be held at
Indianopclis from Sept 20th to Oct, 4th.
It promises to be a great gathering.

e ——————————

Obio bas something new in the show
1ing, viz.: strawberry shows, They are re-
ported to be a grand success,. One was re.
ceatly held at Barpsville,Obio. About this
town nearly one hundred acres is “lanted
to strawberries alone, and it is estimated
1hat tbis year the crop will exceed 12,000
bushels,

WHAT OUR FRIENDS SAY.

—

The FAnMER this year bas so greatly
improved that I hasten to remit you the
amount for the coming year. Tuos. B.
MunRar, Avelicg.

-—

THE CANDIDATES.

In another column we give the portraits
of James G. Blalne and John A. Jogan,
the Republicaun candidatos for President
and Vice President of the United States.
Next week we will present portreits of
Grover Cleveland and Thomos A, Hen-
dricks, the men selected ag the candidates
by the National Democratic Convention,
licld last week,

THE SWINDLERS ARQUND.

Word has reachied us that in a couple of
dislricts in Ontario the swindling lightn-
ing rod agents are agatn at work trylog to
dupe the honest and industrious farmers
of the country. "The oft tried and oft
successful plan is being worked, viz,
to get the farmer to sign a receipt for the
ligitniog rod, — receipt which  after-

watds turas out to be s promissary note of’

quite an amount.  One of our subscribers
writes us that ic has been ““taken in” to
the eatent of $20.50, Wo do sincerely
hope that our fricnds bave reccived
Jessons enough in this matter. What with
lightening rod agents, force pump agents
and crop report swindlers, together witha
thousand  other scoundrels, surcly the

farmers have been warned enougu. We
ara surprised that at this late day any of
the old tricks could bo succcssfully played
upou any of our iotclligent agriculturists,
As the summer advances you will, no
doubt be called upoa by numbers of thet,
Our advicn 18 16 havo nothing to do with
them, A safo plan is to keep a good
watch dog.
[ e ————————

TUE AMERICAN STRUGGLE.

The Democrats have placed their mnen in
the ficld and naw tho presidential fight
totiles down equarely, with Blaino and
Logan on ihe one side and Cleveland and
Ilendricks on the other, There is no doubt
that the struggle will be one of the most
exciting which has ever taken place in the
Republic, and just at preeent it scems Jifii.
cult to predict with any degree of certainty
what may be the result. Tbe Detnccrats
are desperate and will fight bitterly. Thoy
have a strong candidate in Cleveland, for
no one ¢an say ought against bim, either as
& man or as & legislator,
the party were not as free from siain as the
Qovernor. In heading the Democrats
Cleveland is really standing as a pearl be-
fore swine, and we fedr that the history of
his party will more than cruntorbalance his
own sterling usquestioned character, aud
that thets is every chance of his being de-
feated by a man many of whose traits of
charscter are much less scceptable than
those of the Democratic nominee, Blain
is not, to our mind, n desirable caudidate.
He is full of jingo and will, we are strongly
inclined to think, be possessed of a
hostile and intolent policy towards other
nations, Yet ba is the candidate of the Re-
publican party, a party under whose rule
the United States have beco.ne grandly
protperous, and that party will doubtlees
place him in the Presidential chair. If
Cleveland wese connected with a party of
fixed policy and acceptable character there
would be no doubt of his election, but, as
it i, we fear he will be sacrificed, altbough
of course, the Republican party ate not as
united as they might be on The Plumed
Kuight of Maine.

The candidates for Vice.President are
just as unequally matched. The Republicans
have a man of good character and who is
posseessed of great popularitv ; the Demo-
crates have a man who has been a chronte
nomination seeker, and who ill inspire
no enthusiasm in the party, He will bea
drag on Grover Cleveland’s candidacy.
The eyes of the world will from now to
November be upon our eister nation. We
hope the best choice may be made.

HAY COVERS.

When the editor of the FARMER was on
his recent tour through Illinois, he wit-
nessed what was to him rather a novel
sight. When some hundred and fifty miles
or so.beyond Chicago, on the Chicago &
Rock Isiand R. R, a ficld passed into view
where the hay had been put up in neat
cocks, which were covered with neat white
covers. Every cock inthe field was thus
covered and certainly to one unacquainted
with the cugtom, it was a strange sightin a
hay field, Upon inquiry welearned, that
the plan is not & usualane, but that some
few, who have plenty of money, snd find
difficulty in spending it, have taken a
fancy in that direction. Te our mind
very little benefit could posibly result.
The covers were not sufficiently exstensive
to protect only the mere top, and besides,
in astorm, they are very liadle to be mis-

Ivis a pity that!

pla~s?,  Wq expressed our opinjon befors
upon the samn matter, and we express it
sgain now, that the botter way to protect
bay i3 to bo judicious in the cuttiog, and
ts draw into shelter assoon asit isproperly
curcd, 1€ proper caution by wed in the
one dircction, asd proper cclivity in the
other, there will ba oat little noed for hay
¢OVers,

e Mt

&
TWO PROMINENT MEN.

ra——

Wo present the rcaders of the FARMER
this week with pictures of the Can.
didntes of the Republican party, viz.: Jas,
@. Blaine, of Maine, the caudidate for
President,and John A, Lagan,of Illinois,the
caudidate for Vice-President, Blatne’ is
au able man, vut his policy towards for-
cign nations is not a conciliatory or wise
one. Some of the most prominent Ra.
publican nowspapers and politicisns will
not support bim. Notwithstaoding this,
unless an uuunsual streak of fortune favor
the Democsits, Blaine will be elected.
General John A. Logan was in the race for
the presidential nomination, ard his nowii.
nation for second place on the ticket was
agood stroke of policy for the Conven-
tion, He was a brave soldier, and has
‘been a judicious and wise legislator. He
is exceedingly popular with the veterans of
the war, and will no doubt add great.y to
the strength of the ticket,

A CHEAY FERTILIZER.

The furmers of Canwia are on the look-
out for fertilizers, and nsturally desire to
use those which, though of small cost,may
be of great benelit to the soil.  Up to this
time salt has been but very  slightly ueed
asan cnricher of the soil but we believe
that it will Le extensively used hereafter.
1ts price has herctofore torbidden its use
in this dircetion, bnt since the best salt
works 1t Ontario have passed into the
hands of the Grange, we may confidently
look for cheap salt. Theroe can ba no
donbt than when judiciously used, this
form of mineral manurce—for such it is—
is of great power. ‘I'be experimentsmade
with salt in Canada are not ©3 numerous
or authentic as one would wish,yet never-
theless it has been suflicientiy tried, cven
here, not to say anything of the experi-
mants with it in other countries, to shew
that it is valuable and to warrant usin
saying that 1t will yot be extensively used.
There ave certain crops which have in
their make up g Jarge asount of sali,
such as Swede turnips, white turaips,
mangold wurlzel, cabbage and varions

othiers.  Experiments in Germauy have:

preved that o dressing of ealt upon the
ground will vastly increase the crop of
these asticles and improve the quality of
the article grown. QOoly last year—the

‘winter of 1882-&3—the Milwaukee and St.

Paul R, R. sought {o increase the tonnage
of whest to bo ehipped over their road.
In ordcrito do this, they agreed to carry
all the salt desired by the farmers frx of

charge.  Aw a result ealt was used in large
quantities by the farmeis of Wisconsin,
Minnesota and [ows, aud their wheatcropa
were {ully 25 to 30 per cent heavier on the
field to which salt had been applied. Nor
was the gain alone in quantity, but we
are told upon good authority that the
quality was greatly improved. It Istrue,
some few farmers lLave lried aalt as &
fertilizer, and pronounce it no good,
but it is usually the ~case that
such farmers have'been too generous with
the article, In one way it is like lime—
too much ia coneiterably worss than none
atal), Ilsown in inordinate quantities, it
sets ns & destructive agent, and will dea.
troy vegetables.  One of the ressons why
it is beneficial, aud especially to lightiah
oils, in the fact that it attacks and holds s
large amount of inoisture, just asis does if
iu any tituation not exposed to heat. This
quality makes it a valuable aid in wsisting
crops to withstand prolonged drouthe,
Another power it has is io hold ammonia
in the soll—to prevent its evaporation, and
to releass it until it can be used and amim-
ilated by the growisg plant. Pomibly,
however, ita greatest value is to be fonnd
in the power it haa ae a solvent. It renders
soluble, elements of fertility Jocked up in
the eoil which otherwise must have re-
mained unused aud unavailable, Ia re.
gard to quantity, the decirion must vary
with the soil and crop; for a wheat
crop fro.u one hundred and fifty to three
hundred pounds per acre ought to be
suflicient, but a crop of turnips or mangles
might be given nore than this. We hope
to aee large numbers of our farmers trying
salt as & fertilizer, being convinced as we
are, that they will ba pleased withit. The
Grange will supply large quantities at low
rates, Mz, filborn, of Uxbridge, is man-
ager of that department and we advise our
readers to open up correspondence with
him with & view to securing a chesp fertil.
izer,

CORRESPONDENCE.

This page will be devoted to the exolusive ase
of correspondents. All of our roaders are invi-
t:(:l :‘t) write upon subjocts of intureat to agricul:

urlsts

THE LAKKSIDE HOLSTEINS.

Ep, CANADIAN FARMER—S0 mauy as-
tonishing yields of individual Holateins
have been reported during the pmt few
months, that we feel a little modest about
mentioning the records made at Lakeside,

On April 1at last, ten different cows in
our herd bad made yearly records ranging
trom 14,000 to 18,000 iba., with an averag:
of 15608 by 6.3 oz, Thete™includcd
every mature cow that we had owned long
enough to mekea year's racord, exeepting
one whick had been kent for famly wse
and thus prevented from meking & zesord,
By this average, we think we can form a
more corzect caticaate of the quality of the
hers, than by a single record, even though
that record ba an exceptional and aston-
ishing one. )

Clothilde has just closed her 4-year-old
record, with & total of 17,970 1bs::14 oz.,
which, considering her former perform.
ances, is.one of.the moat wonderfal records
yet reported. She-dropped her first calf
when oply 22 montba old, soon alter im.

_portation, aud just after coming out of

quarantine, and gave, in 11} months,

8,064 1bs. 2 0z. This was immediately

followed: by & 3-year-old record of 60 ibs,
in a day, 1,733 lbs. 10 oz.in a month, and
15,622 1ba. 2 0z, in & year, making a grand




