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General Intelligence.

ELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN RUSSIA.

The persecution, says the Journal des Debals
arecent number, agajost the Polish Catholics
continued with greater barbarity than ever.
pe following report we borrow cniefly fioim the
nivers 1——

«On the 23d instant the Polish refugees in
uris attended a funeral service, celebrated in the
hurch of St. Roch, in honour of the 47 nuns who
ere recently martyred in the town of Witebesk,
ith a refinement of cruelty that one would refuse
credit, bad not witnesses in every respect
orithy of belief attested the fact. This cosvent
13 been established from time immeworial near
e town of Minsk, and the inmates fulfilled,
ong the people, the same duty as our Sisters of
hanty. They iostructed the children, provided
the widows and aged, and assisted the poor by
e fruit of their labours. They had unfortunately
chaplain a priest called Michclewicz, one of
s¢ creatures whom tyrannical governmeats
variably select to fill the chief otfices of the,
urch. This wretch, having become bishop,
tatised, and wisbed to involve in his guilf the
sterhood.  After besetting them in every kind of
y, and vainly resorting to promises, persuasions, .
id threats, perceiving that he could not obtain his
bject, he determined to puaish by scverity.
ring the night, by his orders, Cossacks sur-

aunded the convent, seized the nuns with the
ost revolting brutality, bound them with coids,
nd conducted them thus to Witebesk nearly 20
agtes from Minsk, compelling them to walk the
afire distance. At this place they were confined
a convent of schismatical nuns, in the capacity

fservants, or more properly speaking as slaves.
hose who are unacquaintd with the profound
sorance, dissolute morals, and ardent fanaticism
{ these Greek nuns can form some idea of the
readful treatment which the Basilian sisters were
ompelled to endure. Forced to perform thé most
ile offices, supplied with a quantity of black
read scarcely sufficient to support nature, each of
em moreover received regularly every Friday 50
ishes, so that their extenuated bodies were
overed with wounds and sores, yet they showed
ven more ccurage under these trying circumstan-
es than their enemies exhibited ferocity. Encon-
ging each other to sufier patiently for.the glory
{ God, they persevered in the Catholie religion.
The amger of the apostate Suinayke increased.
e caused these ‘holy and -self-devoted creatures
o be ironed and sent to the galleys. Their nou-
ishment had latterly consisted of balf 4 salt herring
aily, with a small measure of water. This diet
iwas now changed to half a peund of black bread,
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with the same quantity of water, and thus, whilst
suffering from hunger and thirst they were com-
pelled to act as labourers to the masons employed
in constructing the episcopal palace. Several of
them were driven into the 1tver up to their necks,
and from time to time plunged under the water,
because they persisted in refusing to apostatize ;
others condemned to labour in mines, were placed ,
where the danger was most imminent, and were in,
many instances killed ; finally eight of them had
their eyes totn out. Their faith surmounted these
severe trials, no. one of them gave way, though
thirty of them sunk under their sufferings. Among
the seventeen who yet suvived after the death,
or rather after the triumph of these thirty martyrs,
three only pussessed suflicient strength to avail
themselves of an occasion which presented of
escaping their unmerited punishment. The schis-
matic nuns who guarded them having becomne
insensible {rom inebrity, after one of the orgies
consequent upon certain of their fetes, they were
enabled to clunb over the door of their prison, and
tleus escape unobscived. It was not without
regret that they abandoned their companions, and
renounced the glory of dying with them, but they
hoped to ,their faith and to their country ; moreo-
ver, it was made expedient that Europe should be
made acquainted with what kad transpired.  After
encountering a thousand dangers and hardships
they succecded in entering Austiia, and one of
them, the venarable superior, is actually at present
in Paris. It is this lady from whom we have
gained the above facts, and we also take from the
Poiish journal the Trois Mai.”

¢ These facts appear startling,” observes the
Journal des Debats, * but, unfortunately, when
Russian policy is concerned, everything is credi-
ble. The Emperor is resolved to bring all his
subjects to the orthodox Greek Chuich. The
autocerat will not tolerate any religion in Lis Euro-
pean states cxecept his own. All resistanec is
treated as rebellion. We will not, however, call
upon Europe to join in a crusade against the
Emnperor of Russia, and we have no desire to see
return again the time when God’s creatures cut
each other’s throats in the name of religion. We
would wish to see the spirit of tolerance which has
triumphed in civilised countries, take the place of
those odigus excesses. To go back to the period
when Catholic armies destroyed by fire and sword
the Christian sectarians of Alby appears tous a
bad means of preventing the persecutions arising
from Russian policy and orthodoxy.”

DEATH OF THE REV. MR. KIER.
Death has idflicted upon the Catholics of
Waterford a heavy and awful calamity. It has
depriveg religion of ene of her brig' test orna-
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