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THE YOUNG SQUJRE'S 1{ETURN.
(Coniniiucd.)

He lied been gone ncariy threc yeara when M.Nr. George, tbe beir, dizd,
aftcr only a short illnes.q, and much speculation wvas indulged in as to whom
the estatea would now descend. The news of to.day had settled that ques-
tion, anti the presumptien was that Roderick's offérnce, if any, had been so
far condoncti or conipromiscd tbat ît was no longer unsafe for hirn to return.

The discussion of theqe topic8 cccupied ailthe evening, and when WVil-
frid bade bis friends good-night Mabi,, went iwih là ten Ioflc cuter gzaie-a
custom by no me3ns peculiar te Longhill. liert, afier a fiew wbispercd
-words, WVilfuid kissed hier, ropeated bis good-night in tender tones and
tumnd te go. Hlis lasi giance showcd bier Iaokiug e pale in the rnooniighi
that hc could scarcely mci rain fiom rejoining ber.

Ere noon the next day everyone ini Longhill knew that Mýr. Roderick
«%amatone had corne bomne. There was ne doubt about this ntow, for onc or
îwo of those Whoe bad been out laie over night had accu flic dogcart fmom
thc blanor flish past thein. and by the iight of its iamps could sec that the
drivtr was nîo otherthan Mr. Roderick himseil. lt dad not. take long for
ibis utws Io circulait: tiougli su smiail a conmnnity, an.d MIr. ltoderick's
return or mti the stapie of conversation at pretty nearly cvery dinner-tabie
in the village.

11. was a différentî subject, hoiwcver, which bied sufficient interest te ciraw
together the group ef ycunien wilu clustered in the lapena space fronting The
Riîng of leî,the offly hostel in tbe village, and which space was populamly
known as Il The Beî'Knoll."

The second subjlect w.is the q.-Iling c ff of Formier Çbincs's nid baya
which had :alzcu pl<ýcc that momning, and eusue twelve or fiftecn rctidents
and straugere were galbe rcd togcthbLr under the gicat oak, wbich uccupieti
tbc ceiitrc cff the Inoll, andi chaiting over the sale, but with frcquent allu-
sins te INr. Rtodcrick cmopping up, wben le! suddenly cmerging froni tbe
footpath, -%vlich ran directly te the Manor, Mýr. Itoderick hi*mstif appeared,
and wilb hlm the old Squire, lais father.

A murmur of recognition ran tbrough ii group, and ceiy hat was
iifted in respect, alt bougi eomc of te sturdy aid ycomnen thcn prescnit
dr.eiî an hoîî:'s fast troiting beyor.d the beundary of tbe Wamstone !and,
and wcrc as ir.del-endcnt of the oid Squite es they werc of the Grcat Chsnt
of Tarîsmy ; but Squire Warsîonc w23 popular as a kindly man atîd liberal
Iar.dlord wit:b ail who kueîr bis naine.

'l'bc old gentleman, who was now eomcwhat feeblte, and witosc waiking-
sticl, was caîried fer lise, net for sbow, returraed the salutations, andi spoke
Inoane or two of Ithose înearest bum, wile Mr. Radcrick, in tbe frank,
hcariy style wlaieb was natural, or wss, ai Ieast, usual wi:h hum, plunged
into th little group, andi addressiing flmst ant and then anoiber by Darne,
sýhook handswîîh tein quickly, with sanie siight memark showing bis
farnliarity wttih ecct, utit bc paused abrupiiy befoe the lasi one and sajd:

IlAha ! litre is a stranger, aftcr ail. Witbeut knowing whe yen arc 1
arn surc wcv shall bc friends, te 1 waili introduce myscif as Roderick War-
!,uone, ef Innghili Manor."

The sîranger, who iras about bis own age and build, srniicd in returo,
and, sightiy lifting bis low (clt bat, toek the offéecd band and S3id :

I amn happy Io irelcome yen berne, sir. My namne is wiifrid flurn.
My (athtr, 1 bolieve, yau knew."

1Koci your fatheri 1 Ruw the best mtan on aur land, or away freom
il 1" cxclainicd thc other. '1 1 sbouidti hik 1 did! I znigbt ireli say I
kuew wc sbouid bc fieuds, if your narne is Buro."

After a further brief colloquy Roderick mejained bis father, andi probably
spoec te hiu in refercnce te Willmid, for tbe old gentlceman gianctd, quickly
round in tlîc àirec.ior. ef the young man, andi thon, waiîh a smiue, saiti some-
tting te Lis son. %Vhaiever it was it sî.artlcd Rodcrick, whe, in bis turn,
g-iancet i vf-ly at. Wilfrid, an.d altbeugh hc returned bis fathcr's smnile, it
was afier a litzle intcivai, andi a red spot came in his check wbicb vras
haîdiy a picasaut accompanirneni te the smilo.

Thc aid Squitc no doubi hai lais cmn moasons for thus spcdily and
prcmincntly pardAr.g bis son through the village, which cemcmony te con-
uinucd unti the Young latn tati travcrseti is lirniîcd boundaries, and ais
thecir pumprse '.va3 qu:ckily noised about, îtey wcrc mact by ncariy ercry
resida-nt of high or loir tegrcc.

Tireti by .11;s unaccus:arncd waik, but exultant at lis cf.ct, the Squime
'aviîh lais son cr.icmcd the Ma1nor gaies. A coupic cf laborers Whvio waeme cim-
ployf d in irin'aming a hedgc bard by p-zuse in their wotak ta touch thecir
caps, rccciving in rc -ir.t a r.cd ftra Nir. Warstore and a citecaful word
from ?Mm. Itudeick, 'arhu kncwir îem as olti bandis. The -atz cioscd alter
faber and ton, andi onc losborcr addrestirig his mâte said:-

-Naster Radcrick bc jusi ttc sunie as et-et, Eldaird , ust lais old chrer-
fui %muile li'ke? iu

IlAh, »lum.-n2," rcturntd :ic other, irbo mas a rizdgaunt oa
fCllem of tiXty. 4"I do b.-lievc hc ho thc earno as cvem. It wunt to tei Zay
ii, thce L-nowst, ba iberc brant no Souci in Mecastcr Rodcrick, if ct-cm theme
'vor, te ha' gouen-r riti of à long zago."

Thec other otan grzn-.cd assci, and they reaunicti tiacir work.

In thc cosy square îaa:iar of Copsz Mc;cd frnbousc, whiclh was the
rcsidcnicc cf Mr. itaylo-.d, the (armenr mas sitting cnjoyoGq bis tcenin pipe.
lie was scxicti on oc side of the wivntj;v, the sali o ai rhiciî was fàflcdl by a
boi ai s'vcctî.aLcirg flOirci?., wtuîe -)label iras an the other sidc crgagcd in
ncedlewomic.

-I ama morial vcxcd, surciy, ilal. 1 was not at home tbis xnemrning," said
tl.c fcrncr, in pursuancc cf a conversation on tte subject, Il itcu Masteri

Itederick came loto tbe village. E-ati i 1 shouid like te have accu fim;
shouiti net yen, Mabel1"

IlEvcryone, 1 bel icve, mas glati te sec him," rep.lieti bis daughtcr in a
lew va'ice.

I 'viii ainsiver for fint 1" cmied the farmer, tee fuily 8atiefieti with the
toue Of M'%abCls TCpIy teeOb3erve that she eniireiy evadeti bis question. Il I
den't credut haif the eries about raceiorses anti b.-iîing."

''lin came a long r-cfictlive pause, during wbicli Mr. iyford srnokcd,
whte Mabel bent bier teati ciosely over hem work.

IlAmchy Sorte, tbe stewardi, was te bu ait Tbe Ring of Blls this aCter-
noon te micci the tenants (romn Moughton about ttc ncw drainage,"
resumedti he (armetr ai length, Ilso 1 wil) stcp over anti ask hlm if yeung
MNr. Ri-derick is liiely to bc ai tte Miner te.rnorrew morning ;if se, 1 abal
go over andi sec him. Givo roc my bat, Mabel. I shahl be back iu ten
minutes."

MIaite iookcd after bun for a uifle op-4c., but fmom thc expression. of
lier eyes it -was evitiont that abc was. net tbinking of bier father. Rausîog
herseif 'avith a sliglit sigh, slie %ras about ta resume ber scat whien a tap nt
lte tioor. of the rooro 'as bearti. The apartment had t we doors ; one, by
wbich lier latber baiJ Jeu, led te the front af the bouse, andi the main sircet
ai the village: the other openeti on a nammow piveti way wbich was enly
teparateti by a wooden railing from the farrnyarti. Trho dean opened and
Rodcrick WVarstonc entereti.

iMabel turned lu astonishmznt, and Icant on the table at which site hati
been working as though site feireti ta fill. Rodcrick, with a confident
smile on hîs lips, atepped sîviftly towards ber, anti extended bis handi. Ttc
girl dreir back, anti stili witihout a vestige et celer in bier features saiti

Mr. Warstonc 1 This i- ait unoxpected visit for-"
"' MmI. %Varstoue !"' ecioeth ie other, Il anti 'an unexpecteti visit I'

Corne, Mýab:l, do net iet us prolenti te bc 8trange anti format. 1 can neyer
forget the happy past, anti surcly you canne:."

I do net forget the past-whicb yen cail tic happy past," saidth ie
girl ; I altizougli such a chilti as I was wbeu last you sair me migbt bave
becn eiycused for tioing se. Your recellection of it cerntes vcry late, Mm.
ýVarstenc."

,%r. %VarstDnc ' again 1" exciaimed. ftoterick. "I Do yeu inlond te
beas unjust as 1 bave founti ncarly everyonc clac, Mabel ? I carne te this

bouse ttc momenut I was nt libtrty ta piy my visit te the villsge-tb sec
you, Mlab.-l. Wltcu yon have becard, mit I bave to say in m'y tiofence, yen
miii forgive My ilence."

1-I do net ask- you fur your defence," said ab; 1 have no rgtht or
wisla- »#

"IYeu wiii not bc se unfair, MNabel," interrupteti ttc Yonng man.
"Time may havec ctanged ail hiera ; new faces m-ty have banisbed rern-

branceof et old; 1 înay have returned ta find i ny ai those I most
valueti cuid ta me ; but yen watt not. te unjust or unkind-that 1 knew."'

As tie 3poke the Young Squire took hier bandi. Mabel passively allowod
hlmn te de ibis. The celer was nom rising in bier chezeks, wite on her
lasites hung a tear. Mr. ]Rodcricl, tiem.-d these the signs of a favorable
impression, and, speakiDg burriediy, said :

"IFortune bas bcen more prepitieus than I dareti topa in granting me
titis brief interview. Yon Waili give me an opportunity-oniy one-'tis ail 1
ask-whcn I niay urge irtat I bave te say in rny bcebaif." He pinseti. Thc
lhand be belt rembieti, but Niabel dîid net rcpiy. "1I coulti net live happily,
Miabel, ne matter hem the menti migt stale on roe," continueti Warstonc.
IIIf 1 ihougt yen did net fergive ni:, or dcem:d titt af my own 'aili 1
hati rernaineti silent. I ;.ill roake tte opportunity I crave."

IIThere i3 mny féatbrr !" exciaimeti 3ab.-l; and truiy, as site spoko, te
stali'at figure of MNr. Rzyford was scen te pass thc front window

IlThen in titis last moment," saiti Rodcrick, III repeat tat I 'aili-J
must-finti ttc cpporlunbîy te cicar myseif."

Tte sounti eft he farmear's trcati rang in tbe stone passage, and pre-
ventcd fncter speech; but labti tati net actually forbidtien thc promniseti
attcmpt, ant iat wassametbing.

CHAPTER II.

Mm . Rayford woulti intict baàve been astenishied couil te have tecard
ttc 3pp.-2i freom Roderick te lN;bel ; but fatens are provcrbiaiiy short-
sightcdL ini their management ai teir daughaters, and bc was ne exception te
thc rulc. 1 te intîm2cy b.-imeon Rodor:ck Warstoe and Mabel Rayford
tati bcen contiucted se guardctily titicm ct-en suspecîcti its existence.
Yci v*ows baid passeti b.-twcen titen, andi if words coulti bind a man,
Roiemick WVarstonc mas pictigeti ta ttc farrmcns daugitter, anti, as lte senior
by somne sovcn ycars, te ai least kocir bis own mind, white Mabel was
scarciy marc titan a chilti.

Aithough ste mnigbt ledI in ber inots ioari tbat sncb sccrccy mas wroag
andi dangerous,,ycî hoir couti site refuse te kccp lte secret fer a littie
mhik-oaniy a lîtîlo whte, when ber handsorc, riet, accouiplisteti lover
assumed lier il mas nccesary ? Ileu ttc cenrtsitip metîlt have cntied titere is
no ichnbai ttc forceti dcpanture of Rodcrick abrup':ly terminateti tte
inatirnacy. Ttc girl wvas --o confident in ber ieverls trut, tat bis silence ai
fîrsi gave lier ne uzeasinesa; site pincti anti longeti w-ith tho anaiens long-

in, cf tte henni for a ieîtcr-yeu inccssantiy inventeti excuses for bis
silecec.

'uls. bccamo impassible for et-en ber mind to account ferlais negicct.
ml as Lknown ilit b had trritcn i.om.-, andi Ia marc titan one or bis olti

astociates*, but te lier cemne Do ne, Dot cv.-n te aay mitere lie iras.
' ler linpci fading, tle girl for tsome monilt reoped, but when Rodcrick

hati bern gene about a year anti a hall, camne Wiifrid Bumn. Even aiter
titis prolouget in' erval, tbc firsi ativances of tte young Iarintr mnade ber


