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Montreal and the district judge at Queb)ec will replaceO tice judges of the
Sessions of the Peace and exercise the same funictions of the JuIdges Of
the Circuit Court exercised at Montreal and at Quebec, Nvlii furnctioins
are, by the bill, as signed to the (district judges, as wcll as in the, district
of' Terrebonne, and in one of the districts of the Quebec divisionl, whiose
judge shahl be transferred te the city of Quebec. The number of judges
in Montreal will be censiderable for some time; but it inust not be ima-
gined that it will take long for the Iaw to corne into force everywhere.
Every one knows that, from ordinary causes, judges, like others, disap-
pear pretty rapidly. Thus, the other day, a judge said to me: "Iwas
appointed judge seven years ago, and alreadv the majoritv cf the judges
are rny juniors." As only twelve judges will rernain, the law wilh corne
into force pretty soion. Now, while the ten judges of the Superior Court
sit in Montreal they will not be obliged to go on circuit in manv districts,
and this will, iu consequence of the increased number of judges, rernove
the congestion which now exista in the Enquête and Merits Court in
Montreal, where considerable delay occurs at prosent.

Thre Court of Queen's Bcnch.

In virtue of the bill which I will introduce, the Court of Queen's Bench
rnay sit with the assistance of sorne of th8 judges ad hoc or as assistant
judges. As thiis court rnay sit in two diflerent places, this will remove
the congestion which exi:ts in the Court of Queen':s Bench, because if
the Court of Queen's Benchi were to sit at Montreal for two years it would
barely be able to get rid of ail the cases now inacribed hzefore that court.
Now, when in each district a vacancy occurs la the Bench of the Superior
Court, such vacancy ,;hall net be filled up, but the district shail at once
corne iinder the operation of the law whichi appoints district judges.
Thus, ]et uis take, for instance, the district of Montmagny. Let us sup-
pose that the judge in the district of Montmagny, for one reason or an-
other, ceases to, exercise bis functions there, either because he ia remnoved
by leath or is prornoted te a hig-her Position. Immediately, under the
law, the Federal Goyernrnent will be obhiged te appoint a district judge
for Montmagny, and the Superior Court of 'Montrnagny shahl be served by
one of the judges of the Superior Court residing in Quebec. 'Meanwhile,
as soion as the proclamation is issued, the principle of the law cornes into
force everywhere throughout the province, se that the judges of the
Superior Court now existing and exercising their funictions in each dis-
trict shail continue te exercise their functions as judges of the* Superior
Court for cases of $400 and over, and the district judges shiah have
jurisdiction for ail cases under $400, except as regards the functions of
district magistrates, whichi shiah reniain the same until district judges
are appointed.

1 wouhd observe, in passing, that cases for over $400 do net represent
one-flfth. of the work eof thre judges, while cases of $400 and under repre-
sent four-fifths of the work. I give four-fifths of the work to the district
judges, whose number is greater; on tire other hand, for cases over $-400,
which represent only one-flfth of the work, there are sixteen Superior


