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ABSTRACT 0F ANNUAL RE-
FORTS 0F COUNTY AND DIS-
TRICT SOCIETIES ORGANIZED
UNDER TUIE BOARD 0F AG-
RICULTURE.

<Contlnted.)

HALIFAX COUNTY.
Lowan MUSQUOD)OIOIT AGRICULTURAL

SOCIETY.
Total amount of reccîpts for the yeajr

including subscriptions, Provincial grant,
balance ont band andi sale of stock, $395.-
23. Ainount of expenditure for stock,'&c., $193.48. Balance in the Treas-
urer's hantis to date, $201.75.

I.ast season lias been ant unusually dry
one. The hnay crop is less titan te
average, but of the very best quality.

Oats andi wheat less than the average
in quantity, but gooti in quality. Pota-
toes more than the average andi keeping
seunti in the cellars. Turnips a light
crop. In this part of the counitry raisiîtg
etock is our main dependence. Our
river for over 30 miles abeuntis wîth iîay,
much of it taken off ycar after year
without maiture. IVe neeti very much an

imrvedibreetiof cattie. WVhen there is
sopcimp)orteti into te province we are
not able to compete with the wealthy
farmers about Hlalifax or Windsor. If
some cf the improveti breeti were seut to
titis setticinent it would bie a great benefit
to it; they miglit flot briug the high prices
.they weulti in other parts, but we tbink
it would bie a more general beuefit, with a
population of two thousanti persons,
mostly farmers, andi two Agricultural
Societies in a flourishin; state. Thtis
society bas been a great benefit to tlîc
seuliement, anti we trust with the new
Agricultural Act andi increased Provincial
aid, it may do more titan it ever bas done.

ROBERT A. LoGÂN, .Pý-es
C. N. SPROTT, &eC.

[A full list cf ofice-bearers shoulti
have accetnpanied titis Report, andi the
alatement cf accounts shoulti have been
more detailed.j

POaTAULE FsNce.-Four boards sevea
incites vide and tweive fiemet long, spread four
feet vide, vith two battens aerca each end,
one acron the middle, six incites vide, put

vith tenpenny clicit nails, makes
=~gt cf titis fonce. Wnputting kt up kt

requires two stakes for the firit Iengtit, and
otne for eacit additional ]enut. The fence
may lie fastened to the stakes vitli vire or

*ithmatth t hp Jisfencerunsilmastraigbt
lino, aqd the joints or lengths ame tastened-
togetbor witb a piece cf board twelve incites
long pauui betwoen thc battons cf two
lengts et thtetop and Js>ttom spates, and
fateneti with anail. The ends should rest
on a fiat atone to prnTent decay. Titis fonce
is easily put up or movcd vithout jnjuiy
Forty foot cf heinlock boards and *hall' a

cf nailo, viti co etako, viii makea
lrgh cf fÉe Thtis fonce in pasenied,

MAINGOLD WURZEL OR FIELD
BEET;

ITS IIISTORY, CULTIVATIeN, AND USES,
AS À DAItîT, FF.EDINO, AND

SUGAIt PLANT.

ittroditctory Remarks.-Mangold Wur-
zel or Fieldi Beet -%ill prob:îbly prove
itself one cf tîetosct valiabie agricultu-
raI plants that have been introduceti te
modern agriculture. IL is alreaiy cuiti-
vatcti te a cottsidcrable exteit, ont the con-
tent cf Europe, andi bas intie*i for many
years been grown in Englanti and Irelanti,
and eveti iin the coider climate cf Scot-
landi; but our experience cf itS peculiari-
dies anti adaptations te fart purposes,
have scarcely been sufficient te enable us
te corrcctly compare its merite witi tbe
potato, the turaîp, andi tite carnt, andi
etber plants of aIment universal cultiva-
tien with whîcb it is naturally associateti
in te p>ublie mind.

In estimating tîte agnictîltural andi coin-
mnercial values of a now crop, we are
apt to put the question ln a shape that ill
accords witt te avoweti bent cf enligitten-
eti far-ming. If the plant ie a forage otte
(as in the present instance), we ask--
WVill it preduce a larger retarn cf more
nutritieus foodi titan aay other plant
kîîowvn? Anti if the question ho answer-
e in te nogative, or witit qualifications,
vo are apt to throw aside the noveity s
no improvement upon crops already ini
cuitivation. But althougli titis question
cf actual builk cf produce lio a just co
by whicit te decide the respective monits
cf certain crops, schen ai other thmigs are
equal, iL must bo kept in vîew that ne
sucit case of precise equality le possible
iii practice. Uzidoubtedly the strong
teadency vitici obtains to introtiace ail
new crops of value uuder exaggerated
colors, bas iLs riso in Lue want cf juet
appreciation of this view, tvhîicl, if it
were fuliy acknowledged by the publie,
voulti lead to a more just anti candid
investigation cf the claime cf new crops,
and would morooven effectually prevent
the profigate vaste cf labour andi capital
upen wontitleas discoveries that ýsuddenly
rise inte notoriety.

Keeping tItis view befone us, lot us
cauditily en<îuire into the nature cf the
crop new speeially under consideratien,
andt dotail its metitoti cf cultivation,
anti what iL is really gzooti for after beiag
grown. Quite receatly attention bau
been calledto w t by many agricultarieta
as co cf the best feeding anti dairy
plants ln existence, anti it le therefore
desirablo that vo ehîould, speciahly regard
te plant from, that point of view.

Origbe anid Botanical Hùtoy.-Beêet
sud Mangolti Wurzel in titeir numercus
var!çtie are cultivateti forme cf a plant
called Bet4 *ulgaris, vitici grows la a

wiid state on the shores of the Mediter-
ranean, anti according te Kocht, in West-
erf Germany, &c.

lit De Candolle's recent work, IlGeo-
graphie Botanique," tite orgin of Mangolti
WiTtrzel i3 thus spoken of:-

The type (or original) of t ho white
anti reti Beet, wltîch bas a fusiform root
of small sire, is founti in sandy soil in the
Canaries, arouni( the Mcd(iterniânean, andi
iii I>crsiîi, anti even. la those parts border-
ing upon India. It is raidi tîat iii India
proper iL is cultîvateti for its leaves, but
net for the recsa, and bas ne Sansnit
namne. The Greeks as well as thbe Ro-
matis were %vont to use extensively the
leaves of Beet. They dîstinguisheti two
varieties, the reti anti whbite. Sîice that
dime the kînds have become much more
numerous. C. Baubin enumerateti most
of those wliicb were cuitivate in la is
time, in particular the large reoted whtite
anti reti kinds. Oliver de Serres des-
cribes aiso very fuily tbe reti Beet now
cultivateti on the great scale for cattie.
If, as 31. Moquin tinke, ail the kintis cf
Beet, whtite atîd reti, have proceedeti from.
a single species, long cultivation bas
certai nmade gyreat variations on titis
epecies, ait1ough the specitic identity basï
been maintained. If dite reti Beet wero
distinct species, iL coulti fot have corne
oniginaily from the middle of Europe, nor
te inîmediate neighbening regions; these

have been weli exploreti, but it, bas flot
been founti wild, conseqnently thte deriva-
tien froin another country is more proba-
ble. The numercus transitions of colon
anti forin are in favor of unity of species.
De Candolle believes titat the reti leet is
co of the most flexible cf plants, co cf
those wbose modifications quîckly beceme
bereditary, wbicit is 'well borne out by
tbe expenience cf M. L. Vilniorin.-De
Candolle. [Geograpitie Botanique, il.,î
831-2.]

Beot is said to take its naine front the
shape cf iLs seed vessel, which when iL
swelîs with seeti bas the fermn of the let-
ter beta in the Greek Alphabet; and the
Grecians helti iL in greut esteem.

Itroduction to Britain.-Beet appears
to have been first cultivateti ini Britain
(the gardon kiud) ln the year 1548, but
it vas net tiil the preseat ceutury that its
cultivation extendeti mach to the fields.
The Mangold Wurzel, prcperiy se cafled,
anîd the. field Beet vere long knovn in
Goimany, te naine 31angolti Würzel
bcing itîdeeti of Germait derivation, and
meaning Scarcity moot. The French show
a morelively verbal appreciation cf its
value by callingr it racine d'abcmdance, or
te root cf plenîy, but the German f'amine-

naine is &gain reproduced la a Frencht
syncaym, racine dle dimfete. It vas at the
latter endi cf tbe eigteenth century that
fieldi Beet vas first introduceti te Englad
chiefly tbrough thte exertions cf Dr. Lot-
toin, a Quaker. 0f late yesrs improved


