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or prison for the patriotic prelate would
tisfy the hon, member for Belfast, but
hips and cords, the rack, and finally the
take would he deem the right thing for
Popich prelate of Irish sentiments,
fThe government did not, however, call
to requisition the hon. gentleman’s
ood counsel, for Sir Michael Hicks
Beach, amid much good natured laugh-
ier fiom the Irish National benches, an.
imounced that the question was engaging
i the attention of Her Msjesty’s govern.
i ment, And ¢o the episode ended, much
¥ 80 poor Ballykilbeg’s discomfiture,
gl

EDITORIAL NOTES,

® Tax Dublin Municipsl Council have
dopted a resolution to appeal to the
ifree peoples of the world to prevent the
" British Government from carrying out
| their “threats of outrage against the Lrish
& people,” Lord Mayor Sullivan and
fothers spoke during the meeting at
} which the resolution was adopted and
violently denounced the Govern.
ment,

Sk MicHAEL Hicks BEACH has resigned
the office of Ohief Secretary for Ireland,
Sowing, it is eaid, to ill-health, Tne Right
Hon, Arthur J. Balfour, Secretary of
Btate for Scotland, has been appointed to
succeed him, Sir Michael Hicks Beach’s
iphysicians have issued a bulletin con-
perning his condition, They say he
d a cataract over both eyes, which
was the cause of his reec.gnation,
#lt might in truth be stated that nearly
all Eoglish viceroys who take up their
sidence in Dublin Castle become in a
hort time afllicted with the eame dis.
se,

Tue Bishop of Kingston preached on
Bunday moruing in St. Paul’s Church,
Philadelphia, at the request of the Pastor,
Very Revd Maurice Walsh, V. G, whois a
Qmmvc of Dungarvon, Ireland, aud has
“"been an intimate friend of the Bishop from
J;'Fﬂ-" Loyhood, 1lu theevening His Lord-
- }E';Eﬂip preached in Si Viweent de Paul's

= @hurch, at the request of the Very Rev.
" Nicholas Walsh, Pastor, On Monday and

“Tuctday he was the guest of Acchbishop

Ryan, who took him and Vicar-General

z;lu'u and Dean Gautbier, of Brockville, to

magnificent seminary of St. Charles

Borromeo, at Overbrook, whose learned

professors were highly gratified at the

Prescuce of their distinguished visitors.

e

B1R Wy VERNoN HARCOURT bas written
_ %o the Times to show that the troubles in
Ireland arise from the attempt of the
Government to enforce payment of rents
which theit own Land Commission has
declared people are unable to pay. He
otes from speeches of Sir Michael Hicks-
ch and other Coaservatives made last
r, in which it was admitted that if
. Pamnell was able to prove all promises
" made in his Tenants’ Bill, Parliament
would be bound to attempt to supply a
~zemedy. The Land Commission, says the
‘:‘liter, proved Parnell jo be in the right,
get the Government, instead of bringing
" @ bill to deal with jadicial rents, proposed
f¥esh coercion measures,

—

Tre London correspondent of the New
York Post cables that he believes there
#no truth in the story that the Govern.
ment have decided to proclaim the
National League and put Archbishop
Oroke on trial for instigating sedition,
He says their law cofficers warned them
that no proof of the Archbishop’s guilt
, . would be forthcoming, and that the
~ ¢hance of convicting a Catholic arch.
ﬁhop was absolutely non-existent, As
for the National League, he says the
Hmportant fact is Mt it has been very
- Quiet of late, and has had nothing to do
With the plan of campaign, which is the

“work of private and more or less spon-
?‘% Khneous agencies,

Mr. JusTIN McCarray left New York
t week for Ireland, Before his depar-
" $ure he said to a reporter, “I think Ire.
dand will have Home Rule in two years

" ok the utmost, Gladstone will come into

. power again, Lord Randolph Churchill
s silent in his views and favors Home
. Rule, If Eogland has war with Russia
any European power, she will give
pland Home Rule in a week. She will
pot go to war without first giving Ireland
dependence in home government,
pland would receive assistance from
ngland’s enemy, and granting Home
le would prevent it, 1 believe war to

be inevitable in Europe, but I cannot

1l whether it will be this epring or not,
hope to come back to America again
And meet my many friends,”

St Patvick’s Day in London,

On the evening of the 17th the usual
rand concert will be heid in the Opera
House in this city, the funds derived
om which will go towards liquidating
he debt on the Cathedral. Rev, Father
iernan hss made arrangements that
ill tend to make this coucert one of the

* most succeesful ever held in London, We

§ may mention that in addition to having

' secured the best local and other talent

£ available he has engaged the services of

S8 Mrs. Martin Murphy of Hamilton, a lady

I whose reputation a8 a vocalist is known

all over the Dominion, We hope Father

Ternaw’s efforts will be suitably appre-

ciated by our people by an overflowing
S house on the evening of the 17th,

LECTURE BY BISHOP WALSH.

Popular Misrepresentations of Catho-
lic Doctrine.

——

The following able lecture was deliv:
ered in St, Peter’s Cathedral on last
Sunday evening by Ilis Lordship Bishop
Walsh, being a continuation of a series
of Lenten discourses on popular mis.
representations of the faith of Catholies,
Notwithstanding the unfavorable char-
acter of the weather the cathedral was
crowded. His Lordship said :

Before coming, dearest brethren, to
the subject matier of this evening’s dis
course, I beg to remark that my object
in these lectures is not controversy, but
simply to clear away the rubbish that has
been heaped upon Catholic doctrines by
misrepresentations and mis.statements,
My object is not to attack the religion of
others, but to explain and defend my
own, On last Suaday evening I stated
that the Catholic Church is a world.wide
institution that claims the attention and
the study of mankind, that it has been
in the world since the days in which our
Saviour dwelt upon the earth,
that there is not a civilized coun
try in the world, a Curistian
country, that does not owe to the Cath-
olic church its christianity and its civili.
zition, that, in the language of Mr, Glad-
stone, for filteen hundred ,years she has
marched at the head of civilizition aud
bas attached to her chariot, like horses
to the triumphal car, all the intellec-
tual and material forces of the earth—
that her art was the art of the world—
her genius the genius of the world—
and her greatness and glory, her grand.
eur and her majesty were all that the
world has had the best of, And yet,
this wonderful church, which is as old as
Christianity and as univereal as mankind,
is refused a hearing by the men
of the century, They are afraid
to approach her, as if she were a wild
beast that would be dangerous to touch,
In this intelligent age and this free coun-
try men believe the most absurd things
of this great and world-wide Church,
without examination or investigation of
the truth. I then stated certain misre
presentations, referring, for instance, to
the relation of the Catholic Church to the
scriptures, It is stated the Church is an
enemy to the scriptures. I sheweld very
easily that the Church is the best friend
of the ecriptures—that it protected
the scriptures—that during the turba-
lent times when the northern barbariare
came down upon the civilized world the
church was the only institution that
saved the scriptures for posterity, I
then explained why the Latin tongue
was used in her services, because the
church is not a national church, She is
the Catholic church—the church of all
nations, If she were a nationsal church
the would use the tongue ot the country,
The English church uses the English
tongue 1n her services, If the Catholic
church were an ltalian church it would
use the Italian language, If it were a
French church it would use the French
language, but since she is the church
of all nations, she uses a tongue
that is common to all scholars, which was
once the Imperial tongue, In that
tongue she civilized the Roman world,
and when it fell asunder and was split by
divers nationalitiee and tongues the
Church still held on to her own tongue,
thus remaining unchanged in her language
as well as in_her faith and worship. She
makes use of a dead tongue, the meaning
of whose words is fixed, in order to enun-
ciate her unalterable creed. I then went
on to show the relation of the Church to
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, I
stated that He is the Alpka and the Omega,
the beginning and the end, and all the
worship and the prayers of God's Church
are cffered in His name—that the Cath-
olic Church for nineteen hundred years
has been upholding the truth of the
divinity of Christ; and I expressed my
conviction, and I do to-night, that if it
were not for the efforts of the Catholic
Church faith in Christ would not exist
to-day, Pthen etated in what pusition
the Biessed Virgin and the saints are re.
garded by the Catholic Church. She
teaches va that Christ is God, that the
Blessed Virgin is a creature, and that
therefore there is an infinite distance be
tween God the Creator and Mary the
creature—and that whilst we adore God
with Supreme honor we simply pay a
relative honor to the Blessed Virgin, which
is different in kind from the Supreme
houor we give to (od,and we ask ber
to pray to God for us, Of God we
ask grace and mercy, of the Blessed
Virgin and the saints we ask the benefit
of their prayers. This was the burden
of my remarks last Sunday evening,

I now come to other charges. It is
constantly stated again and again and
again that the Catholic Church is guilty
of blasphemy because it claims a power
that is exclusively the attribute of God—
the power to forgive sins, It is further
stated that the church invented confes.
sion of sins sometime during the night
of the middle ages, That was a long
night, and 8o many wicked things were
done in it, so that when people awoke
from their sfupor they found the world
changed, and tnat this terrible Church
had introduced the most terrible things,
amongst others had introduced confession
of sine, and by that means wished to keep
her people in spiritual bondage and slav-
ery and to impose on them an intolerable
burden.

Thirdly, that this doctrine of the
remission of cins of the Catholic Church
facilitates and encourages the commission
of crime, for what is easier than fora man
to go to the priest, pay him a round sum
and get his sins forgiven. Now there is
not & man or woman in this congregation
that has not heard this assertion
over and over agiin, and good people—
honest &nd well-meaning people—
that would not otherwise be guilty of a
calumny towards their neighbors, swelled
the accusation,

These charges are like the baseless fabric
of a vision, without any foundation, and
they are utterly false and unjust towards
a great communion like the Catholic
Church. Before I come, then, to the
question of the remission of sins, I would
remark that no more vital question can
engage the thoughts and attention of
Christian men, as that which concerns
the conditions on which the eternal God
pardons the sins of man, For all men

who believe in God, for all who believe

in the immortality of the soul, and in
the responsibility of man to his
Creator, no question of more tre-
wendous importance can be considered
than that which relates to the condidons
on which it pleases the just God to pardon
the sins of mackind, But, dearest breth.
rew, there is one thing ou which we are
all egreved, namely, that we are all sinners
bafure God, St John tells us in his first
epitt'e that “He wh) says he has no sin,
deceives himself and the truth is not i
biw,” and 8t James tells us that “In
mauy things we all ¢ffend,” and the Book
of Proverbs tells us that “Even the just
man falls seven times.” Then again the
law of God tells us there is no greater ovil
in the world than sin, in fact, there
is no other real, essential evil, S
is the ouly intrinsic evil in the world,
All other things which we call evils are the
consequences aud the punishment of sin,
Sin iy the evil that causes God to bide His
face io anger from His children and over-
shaduw the world with the darkness and
sorrow of countless miseries; ein is opposed
to theinfivite attributes of Giid, essentially
opposed, and it shuts the gates of Heaven
aud bappiness against the sioner, and con-
demns biw if he is unrepentant to the fice
of hell. This is the doctrive of all Coris-
tian denominations vpon the character of
#in, 1t th refure concerns every Christian
person to ascertain carefully the right con.
dition aud what th- means are by which man
can obtain forgivey s of his sins and be
recouciled to God  The following is the
Catholic system of h«tief in regard to this
wost important question ;

The Catholic Church teaches that Christ
the Lord instituted the Sacrament of
Perauce, the ¢bject of which and the pur-
pose of which iy to remedy the grievous
sing committed after baptism, Now,
theee elements eunter into the sacrament
of penance, according to Catholic teach-
ing—three elements constitute the sacra
ment, viz, repentance for sin, confession
of siu to an approved priest, satisfaction,
and when these are present in fact or in
the will the ein-forgiving power bestowed
by  Christ on His  Church is
then exercised., These  are  the
conditions  aceording to  Catholie
belief on which God in bis infivite mercy
forgives the sinner--repentance, con-
fussion and the application of the power,
the ein-for-giving power that God
in His merey bestowed on  his
Church for the salvation of his people, 1
would say that in all ages repentance was
& necesary coadition for the forgiveness
of sia, la the Law of Moses we find it
laid down that unless men repented of
their sius they could not obtain forgive-
ness, The prophet David, in his 50th
psalm, says to God, “If thou hadst desired
sacrifice, I would indeed have given it;
with barnt offerings thou wilt uot ba de-
lighted; a eacrifice to Gog is an afilicted
£pirit; a contrite and bumble Leart, O God,
thou wilt not despise,” (Psalm 50 18v.);
wherein it 13 declared that even the high-
est act of worship, sacrifice, would not be
pleasing to God unless accompanied by
sentiments of deep and heartfelt contrition
and humiliation for having offended the di-
vine Majesty. Agaln, the word of God af.
firms : *‘When thou shalt seek the Lord thy
God thou shalt find Him; yet s0,if thou seck
Him with ail thy heart and with all the
afiliction of thy soul.” (Deuteronomy 4-
29.) And egain, “Now, when thou shalt
be touched with the repentance of thy
heart—and return to him—the Lord thy
God will bave mercy on thee.” (Deut,
xxxi, 1, 2,3.) In Ezechiel (2 18 v, 30 31)
God Himself declares in the most empha.
tic manner that penance is the orly plank
by which the sinner may escape from the
ruin and shipwreck of ein; “Be converted
to me and do penance for all your inigui-
ties, aud iniquity eball not be your ruin,
Cast away from you all your transgres-
sions, and make to yourselves a new
heart and a new spirit; why will
you die, O house of Israel; for I desire
not the death of him that dieth, saith the
Lord God; return ye and live,”

“Now, therefore,” saith the Lord, ‘‘be
converted to me with all your heart, in
fasting, and in weeping and in mourning,
and rend your hearts and not your gar-
ments,” (Joel. 11¢, 12v.)

When St, John the Baptist camo forth
from the desert to prepare the way of
the Lord, he preached the baptism of
penance for the remission of sins, and
in burning words, that like acry of
agony smote the hearts of his hearers,
he exclaimed, “Ye offspring of vipers,
who hath shown you to flee from the
wrath (o come; bring forth, therefore,
fruits worthy of penance.” (Luke iii ¢,
7v.) Our Lord Himself began his pub
lic ministry by exhorting to penance :
“Do penance, for the kingdom of hea-
venis at band.” (Matt, 4thc17) And
He empbhatically dec'ares that penance
aione can save the sinner, ¥1 say to you,
unless you do penance you sball all per-
ish.” (Luke xiii, e, 5 v.) Hence, the
Councit of Trent &flirms, *'Penitence was,
indeed, at all times, necessary, in order to
attain to grace and justice for all men
who had defiled themselves by any mortal
sin, even for those who begged to be
washed by the Sacrament of Baptism,”
(Sess xiv, c. 1st.)

Now then there is ope condition in the
Catholic system for th@remission of sing, a
man must be truly and sincerely sorry for
his sins, otherwise,according toCatholic doe-
trive, there is no power in heaven or on
earth can forgive him his sins, Therefore
this is what we hold, viz : that an essential
prerequisite for the remission of sin is
eincere sorrow and heart felt contrition,
for contrition must be real, it must be in
the henrt, it must be supernatural; it is
not enough in our system for a man to
be sorry for sin because it brings tem-
porai disgrace or temporal loss upon
bim ; no, he must be sorry for the sin
because it offends God. Accordingto the
Catholic system our sorrow must be
gupreme, viz , in other words, that as sin
is the greatest evil in the world so sorrow
for sin must be the greatest sorraw, and
this sorrow must be accompanied by a
firm purpose of amendment of life, When
8 man comes to the Catholic Church for
the remisgion of his sins he must be
prepared, if he has wronged his neighbor
n business—if he has dore an injustice
to him or against him—he must be pre-
pared to make restitution of every cent,
This is the doctrine of the Catholic
Churen on the matter of repentance, A
man that comes for the pardon of his
sins to the Catholic Church must be pre.
pared to repair injuries to the character
and the property of his neighbor, must

cast away the occasions of sin and re.

nounce them, no matter how dear they
are 1o him, otherwise he cannot in the
Catbolic system obtain pardon for his
sin, Now, my friends, is this what our
separated brethren have been taught?
Is this what they believe abouy us?

Yet, tuke up the Catbolic catechism that
we giv ir children, take any book ou
Cath doctrine, and you will fiad thas
the Bichop here to night simply aud
plainly announces what Catholic teaching
18 Fhen they will say, “Bishop, didu’s

you iuvent coufession? How is it that your
gystem obliges wen and women to upen
their hearts aud souls and to revesl their
#ine o others?  What warrant have you
in s sipture for imposing on your people
guch an intolerable barden?’ 1 say
that ‘e duty ¢ confessing sin is not an
innova ion, bui t atit isas old as revealed
religi., and caw ' ave none other than G.d
for its suthor. A way back in the aucient
times and 1u the Mosalc law we find that
the coutesdon of sine committed is a
condition of ubtaiuing pardon, Thus we
read in the Book of Numbers, one of the
Mossic books, 5:h chap, “That if a man
shall bave committed any of the eins that
men are wont to commit they ehall con.
fess tbeir eics and make restitution,”
There is confession of sins laid down in
the Mosaic luw thousands of years before
the advent of Christ, and yet we are told
tha. confession is an innovation brought
in in tne middle ages. In the Jewish
Church we read the following in the Book
of Proverbs, 28 chap, 13:h verse: *He
that covereth his sins shall not prosper,
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them
shall bave mercy.,”  There is confession
laid down as a necessary condition of
oktaining mercy.

Agnin, the book of Ecclesiastics, 4:h
chop., 24th verse: “Be not ashamed to
say the truth for the sake of thy soul, for
there is a chame that burneth sin, a shame
that burneth guiit, Bz not ashamed to
confess thy eins,” Coufession was
practised in the Jewish Church when St,
Jobn the Baptist preached. It was the
Charch of God at the time,

Wheu J ho appeared on the banks of the
Jordan, we read in the fiest chapter of the
Gospel according to St Mark that the
people of Judea and Jerusalem went out
to him and were baptised by him in the

River Jordan and that they confemed
their sins, Mark, 1t c. H:h aad follow-
1og verscs;and in the 3zd chap. of the Gos
pel of 5t Matthew we fiud the same thing,
These people went out of the cities to haar

the great prophet—to hear him speak
against the vics of the age, when he said
to them, “Ye vipers, who hath told you
to fles from the wrath to come, bring
forth fruit worthy of penance.” The
people were baptized by bim confessing
their tius, So that we see that coafes

sion of sin is as old as revealed religion.
What man would bave undertaken to
impose such a yoke upon man-
kind without the express sanc

tion of God? If the Church Catbo-
lic attempted that in the middle
ages there would have been a record of it,
Would men have submitted, never having
heard of this impoeition before, Would
they Lave bent their necks to such a yoke
as that without any protest, and yet no
trace of any protest can be found in the
whole history of the Catholic Church, On
the contrary, from the very beginning
authentic history points to the existencas
of this practice in all the ages of the Chais-
tian Church,

We have seen that confession of sin
wa: commanded and practiced in the
Jewish church, Now that church was,
in the langusge of St, Paul, a school
master to bring us to Christ,

The Jewish religion was an incomplete
religion; it was & religion of God, but
incomplete. It found its falfilment in
the Caristian religion, What the rosebud
is to the full-blown rose—what the
acorn is to the mighty oak that grows
up from  it—that the Jewish
religion was to the Christian religion.
The one was the incipient state—the other
the full-grown religion. Therefore, what
ever was good in the Jewish religion, and
fitted for our time, was completed and
perfected in the Christian dispensation,
but whatever was temporary passed away,
and whatever corruptions had crept into
the Jewish religion Carist corrected them.
Thus, for instance, the precept of fraternal
charity was corrupted amongst the Jews,
but Christ condemned the corruption and
enunciated the true doctrine : “You
have Lieard that it hath been said, love thy
neighbor and hate thy enemy; but I say
to you love your enemy.” (Mathew v,
43-1,) 1t was thus Christ acted. He cor-
rected the abuses and errors that had crept
into the Jewish religion. Bat did he
abolish or condemn the confession of
sins that, as we have eeen, obtained
in it? Did he say that he wished
no longer for its convinusnce { He
wou!d have done so had it been a cor-
ruption. He would have done so had he
wished it not to continue in the Church,
On the contrary, so far from saying any-
thing as to this, he established an institu.
tion for the forgiveness of sins that
necessarily implies the continuance of the
practice—that necessarily implies the con-
fession of sins, We will see this when
I come to that point. What I want to
call your attention to now is the fact
that the Anostles insisted upon the con.
feeslon of sine as a condition to obtaining
pardon, Thus, in the first Epistle of St.
John, the Apostle, he says: “If we say
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and
the truth ie not in us.”

But if we confess our sins, God is
faithful and just to forgive us oursins and
to remove our iniquity, that is to say, if
we refuse to confess our sins we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us—if we
confess our sins God is faithful and just to
forgive us, Again, St, James the Apostle,
in the 5th chapter, says, “Confess your
sins that you may be saved,” We
therefore fiad that the confession of sins
is not aniuvention bat is a prescription of
the religion of God in all ages of the
world. We find, therefore, thatin the
Catholic religion there are in the ordinary
providence of God, these two conditions
absolutely necessary, namely, repentance
and confession, Now, then, the question
arises, ‘“Has Christ conferred on His
Church the awful power of forgiving
sins 1"

No church would have ever thought of
claiming euch a power if God had not
bestowed it, because such a power is so
foreign to the attributes of man that no
church would have dared to promulgate
such a doctrine without the warranty of
heaven, God himself must have been

the author of that, 1 read to you
in the beginning of the Oth chapter of
the Gospel according to St Matthew how
Christ worked a miracle to prove that
bhe as a man had the power to lorgive
8ins. No man would question his power
as God. He need not work & miracle at

all Lo prove that he as
God had the power to forgive
sins, Bofore the miracle was performed
the Jews that were preseat said, *I'ais
man blasphemeth, God ean forgive sius,

but God alone.” Now, is not that an
objection that we hear every day against
us, That objection 1s as old as the hills,
It was made by the Pharisees against
Christ, and it is made against us by men of
our times, Other denominations claim
the power to forgive sing;—for instance,
all the Caristinn sects that believe in Bap-
tism believe that man can forgive sins, If
baptism does not forgive sins, what is the
use of it} If baptism forgives sins, there

fore man can forgive sins, Every
Protestant sect in the country, there-
fore, claims the power to forgive sins,
I'hey pour water on the head,
and say each minister when baptizing, “I
baptize thee in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Ghost,” And
they believe the original sin is for-
given, Is not that claimfog that man can
forgive sin ! Andis it wrong for us to
claim that which every miuister in the
country claims,  If it ba wrong for man
to forgive sins, why do you baptizs?
Now, Christ proved that He as maa had
power to forgive sins. Waen the poor pal

sied man was brought before Him our
Saviour bhad pity on IHim awd He
sald “Be of good cheer, sonj thy sins are
forgiven thee.,” And the scribes and Phar-
isees said within themselves, “That man
18 guilty of blasphemy; he claims a power
that belongs to God alone.” Oar Saviour
seeing their thoughts, said, “Why do
you murmur in your hearts ? Which is it
easier for mo to say, ‘Thy sins are for-
given thee,’ or ‘Get up and walk,” But
that you may know taat the son of man
has power on earth to forgive sins, then
said he to the man sick of the palsy,
‘Stand up, take up thy bed and go into
thy house ;” and the man stood up,
cured by the power of Curist—stood up
and carried his bed into his house, And

then the multitude were convinced—
they now saw that Christ as man

had the power to forgive sine,
Now, the question arises, did Corist
bestow that power upon the apostles and
the Church? Tobat is the question

We say he did. We Catholics believe
and firmly hold that Carist left that
power in the keeping of his church for
the ealvation of his people, How do you
prove it from Scripture? We prove it
very easily, Christ first promised it, to
prepare the apostles’ miud for it—to
keep them in expectation of it, We
find in Mathew, the 18th chapter,
he says : ‘“Whatsoever you sba'l biud on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatsoever you ehall loose on earth shall
be loosened in Heaven.” Thers was the
power promiced. Oa that day when, by
bis resurrection, he proved that he was
the Son of God—proved bhis divinity—
aud had risen from the tomb brighter
than the morning sun that shone upon
the Heavens on that morning, the Son
of God rose triumphaut fiom the
grave and stocd before his apostles,
proving that he was indeed the Son of
God, and He said to His apostles,
“Peace be to you., As the father hath
sent me 1 send you.” (Jobn xx, 21.)
Now mind these worde, **As the father
hath sent me I send you.” How did the
father send him? With the power to
forgive sins?  He proved by the miracle
already mentioned tc you that He as man
had the power to forgive sins, and there-
fore, with the power with which His eter-
nal father had sent Him, with that game
power the risen Christ has sent lis
apostles into the world, “Asthe Father
hath sent me I gend you,” Therefore e
gave them the power to forgive sins,
But Christ was God as well as man He
saw that man would question this power
in the Church, and hence Ho found it
necessary to b> more explicit. He
breathed upon His apostles and said :
“Receive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins
ye shall forgive they are forgiven them,
and whose sins ye shall retain they are
retained.” xx, 23. These are the solemn
words of the risen Christ. Therefore
Christ gave the apostles the power to for-
give sins, But some will say that was
a gift personally to the apostles,
I say, “no.”” That power was hestowed
upon the Apostles, not alone in their
individual or personal capacities, but also
in their oflicial and representative
capacities as the first founders, under
Christ, of the Church, For instance,
when Uhrist commissioned ‘he apostles
to preach the gospel, that was notegiven
to them in their personal capacity alone;
it was given them as the heads of the
Church, the first members of the teach-
ing corporation established by our Lord,
The apostles would die, but the corpora-
tion would live on, by virtue of the
powers given it, and would exer-
cise the powers given it forever,
Thus, for instance, under the British con
stitution, the Eaglish Parliament has cer-
tain powers, These legislative powers
were first bestowed upon the first mem-
hers of Parliament, but thess men died
and the powers lived, and live to-day,
and will live as long as Eugland shall be
an empire. Aud so the powers that Christ
bestowed upon the apostle for the salva-
tion of His people were given to them in
their oflicial capacity, as the head of the
corporation or Church, and whilet the
apostles died the powers lived on and will
live in their euccessors down to the last
gyllable of recorded time—will live down
to the consummation of the world.
Therefore the Church Catholic claims
that she, the Caurch ot Christ, has this
power from God. God forbid that any
man would claim that he by his own
powers could forgive sins, We claim
not that, We claim that God, for the
salvation of his people, has delegated
this power to the lawtul ministers of his
Church, and that that power is exercised
in the name of (od and by the gitt and
appointment of God. 1Isthere anything
wrong in this 7 But you will say, ‘“Now,
would it not be better and simpler
to go straight to God and let Him forgive
usi” Yes, if that were God’s appoint-
ment—if that were God’s arrangement,
Bat, dearest brethren, that is not the way
in which God regulates either the material
or moral woild.  God could control this
material creation aud keep it in harmony

by His direct power, but He does not do
that, He appoints secondary laws and
powers—Ile appoints these laws and He
commands these laws, and they carey out
His will with mathematical” precision,
Uhe will of God is carried out in
this way And in dealing with men

HHas not God st all times dealt with men
through men?  Was it not by the Patri-
archs that He instructed their families?

Was it not by Nosh that He approached
the people bafore theflyod 1 Was it not by
Jouas that Haapproached the guilty peo-
ple of Nimeveh? Aud was it not by
prophiets that e approached the Jewish
people when they fcll away from their
allegiance to Him?  Wasit not by Moses
that He freed His veople from the Egyp-
tiau slavery 7 Was it not by Moses that
e handed to His people the ten com-
mandments?  Did not He clothe His
own Son with human flash that he, the
God man, might look his fellow man in
the face and announce to him the mes.
sage of heaven ! That is God’s way., I
ask you is there anything wrong in Cath-
olic teaching regarding the God.ap-
pointed means of the divine forgiveness ?
Is there anything here that can assist
the commission of sin ! Is it not a most
aiflicult thing for man to go to his fel-
low-man snd open to him his naked
heart? 1 say that the Catholic system,
80 far from encouraging sin, 1s the great-
est deterrent from 1t, I order to show
you what leading infidels and Protes.
tants think regarding the salutary influ.
ence of confession, in curbing human pas.
sions and promoting morality and viriue,
L will read for you a few of their aimis-
sions,  But before doingso  will tell you
an incident that came within my knowl-
edge a few years ago, when 1 was on a
visit to Kingston, | visited the paniten-
tiary, to see how our poor convicts were
in*that institution, [ was accompanied
by the Catholic chaplain, a very intelli.
gent, zealous man, sud he called my
attention to the register that he keptin
the chapel of the penitentiary, Now,
said he, I can go over a number of
years in which | have been chaplain
here. 1 have made it a habit, when
a Catholic conviet comes into this
mstitntion, to ask him when he
had been to his confession, and as a general
rule (as you will find in running your ey
over this) they were habitually absent
for years from confession. And yet
people have the folly to believe that the
Catholic system encourages the commis-
ston of sin, Taey had better try it, and
wee how they would like it, Of course it
is a very ensy thing to say, “B:lieve in
Christ and you will be saved.” Yes,
it is wvecessary to believe in Christ,
Bat a great many bad people believe in
Christs  SHmething more than faith in
Carist is necessary to obtain the divine
pardon, as 1 have fully ehown this even-
g,

Here is what Voltare, that motorious
infidel of I'iance, said : “The enemies of
the Roman Church, who have assailed the
salutary institution of confession, appear
to have removed the strongest restraint
which can be put upon secret crimes. The
sages of antiquity themselves felt the im-
portance of it.” Leibnitz, in his System
of Theology, says: “The institution of
sacramental confession is assuredly worthy
of the divine wisdom, and, of all the doc-
trines of religion, it is the most admirable
and the most besutiful, 1t was admired
by the Chinese aud the inbabitants of
Japan. The necessity of confessing sin is
suflizient to preserve from it those who
still preserve their modesty; and yet, if
any fail, confession consoles and restores
them. 1look on a grave and prudent
confessor a8 & great instrument of
God  for the ealvation of souls,
His counsels regulate the sentiments,
reprove vices, remove occasions of sin,
cause the restitution of ill acquired
property, and the reparation of wronge;
clear up doubts, console under afllictions
—in fine, cure or relieve all the evils of
the soul; and &s nothing in the world
is more precious than a faithful
friend, what is the value of that friend
when he is bound by his fanctions and
fitted by his knowledge to devote to you
all his care, under the seal of the most
inviolable secrecy?”

Cardinal Newman eays in ‘‘Anglican
Difliculties :” “If thore is a heavenly idea
in the Catholic Church—Ilooking at it
simply as an idea—surely, next after the
Blesscd Sacrament, confession is such,
Aund sach is it ever found, in fact; the
very act of kneeling, a low and com-
trite  voice, the sign of the cross
—hanging, so to say, over the head bowed
low—and the words of peace and blessing.
Oh, what a soothing charm is there whic
the world can neither give nor take away!
Oh, what piercing, heart-subduing tran-
quility, provoking tears of joy, is
poured  aimost  substantially  and
physically upon the soul—the oil of glad.
ness, a8 scripture calls it—when the peni-
tent at length rises, his God reconciled to
bim, his sine rolled away forever! This
is confession as it is in fact, as those bear
witness to it who know it by experience,”

I fear I have detained you rather long
with these remarks, but I am sure that
the Catholics who are here will be in.
structed and edified, and that our separ.
ate brethren will bring home with them
difterent ideas from those that they
learned from the unfounded traditions
handed down to them,
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The branch of the Irish National
League, formed here a short time ago,
has arranged with Dr, Burns, Principal
of the Wesleyan Ladies’ College, Hamil-
ton, to lecture on Home Rule in the
Town Hall here, on Friday evening,
March 11th, Tae doctor is a thorough
Irishman, a learned historian and an elo-
quent speaker. Those desirous of an
intellectual treat on the situation of Ire-
land should not fail to hear the honest
views of a liberal Protestant from Bel-
fast,

Extensive preparations are being made
to celebrate St, Patrick’s day in a becom-
ing manner, Theannual concert in the
evening promises to surpass all former
efforts, No pains have been spared to
present a programme far superior to any
hitherto presented to a Sarnia audience,
Among the foreign talent secured ap.
pear the names of Master Charlie Butler
and Miss Mclacheron, St. Thomas, Rob-
bie Burns, the world.renowned dancer,
of London, and Miss Annie McKeon of

Detroit,




