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farmer knows that his nymure p^fe represents combating hog cholera and the gipsy moth cam- 
part of the money paid out last winter for paign. A thorough-going investigation into
;~d.*, m, » i.t » w„to to- r*&

fang in the barnyard till mid-summer ? In our ing and feeding ostriches.—The Bureau of Ani-
observation he will not. mal Industry receives the largest increase, viz.,

$360,880 or a total of $2,031,196 for the year! 
The horticultural work of the Bureau of Plant 
Industry is being re-organized and a new sec­
tion established including work with truck crops, 
potatoes, sugar-beet seed and studies in land­
scape and vegetable gardening, floriculture and 

We are often reminded kindred subjects. Under the Bureau of Entomol- 
n* Fanwr’a Advocate end Ftr-w Journal" aneodote about a writer who asked his Pgy several new lines of work will be developed,

Witoipe*. Man. managing editor what line he should take on a includinK fresh studies of fumigation practices.
certain question. “Oh. be careful vou don't The offlce of Public Roada ia increased

^ 151 ■ dSVOOATB AND HOME magazine offend either political party You know ours is f279,4?0, of wblch *15,00? ia avaU"
■ pubUahad «very Tbaraday. , H party. iou Know ours is able for advice and enquiries on road manage
baaAMtoâi^nindependent of all dignes and parties,' an independent paper." Such a paper is Inde- ment, and $50,000 for studies in, road materials;
«Üwntfcn wot ^torS^ Pendent of nobody. It is less independent than construction and maintenance.

• eSswT eMeSVSîwtoi' Sf’cT’dl etoekmen home' the moat bitter party organ, for that, at least,
TjBMB OPBUBBORIPTION.—In Canada. Hntu.a Man<L *® independent of the opposite side. 

ndvîiMw*si3îe!!!?leBd Hew Zeelan^' *1B0 P" year, in party system of government every important 
Butao,IM0parysart'all otbw’eoontrlee la^Mn advînt Public issue is bound to' become, sooner or later, 

a. ADVERTISING BATBB.—Btnxje lnaertlon. 28 emto per line, a party question. Otherwise, politics would de-
*■ ntt FARMBB’B ADVOCATE la mnt «b^rfbers until 8C®nd t0 the level of raere bickering and wit- 

** aqMMt.aadw la merited (or Its dlaoontlnnanoe. AU matching between those who are in power and
al arrsaraesa mnat be made ae required by law.
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Ready-to-Wear Opinions.

Some peculiar views are held as to the scope 
and function of an independent paper in the dis­
cussion of public affairs.
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Under a Nature’s Diary.
By A. B. Klugh, M. A.fc .«
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There is a little yellow bird which is very

much in evidence just now in the garden and in 
the orchards, flitting in and out 
branches like a little flash of. sûnshine.

those who want to bhi There is enough of that the Yellow Warbler, often mis-calted the "wild 
as it is, but without some big dividing issues canary.

direct to os either b tbere w<yuld be nothing else. It would be a
Order wBcgletered Letter, which wtu be ." our *nere corrupt scramble for power. It is idle,

* %7Z*£J** *bont k”p,"s b,£
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* ■ ■ •“•*** •* **• *P* 0D,y. really independent publications, or even of the
* le8S bitter organs. TM any issue develop,

*■ FARMERS to write us on any agricultural an<* Drost of the voters will be all at sea about
r H Until their *™rlte newspaper has declared its
y *** feinted matter. Orltlelema of Articles, Suggestions Stand.

‘‘Th« Farmer's Advocate and Home 
Mepaxlne. ..Iwasrlp Lions rf New Graliu. Boots or Vegetables 
Î** „PynlCTil»re of Expérimenta Tried, or
Imyrojrsd Methods of Oalylvntlon. are each and nil welcome.

«Mot not be furnished other pnpers 
y™ *fty. havn nppenred la our columns. Rejected 

m ho rat lined on receipt of postage.
* *LL OOMMTJN10ATION8 la reference to any matter eon- 

W» this paper should be addressed as below.
*• nnp Indlvfdnal connected with the paper.

Mvmn THH FARMER’3 ADVOCATE, or 
IHN WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),

London, Canada.
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The name " wild canary,” if it can be 

applied to any of our birds, really belongs to 
the American Goldfinch, as this bird is some­
what closely allied to the canary. But the yel­
low warbler belongs to a totally different family. 
Its song does not even faintly resemble that of 
the canary, and the only point of similarity be­
tween the Yellow Warbler and the Canary is that" 
both are yellow.
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(The Yellow Warbler builds a compact little 

nest in a low shrub or bush, and in it are depos­
ited from four to five white eggs spotted with 
reddish-brown.
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The song of this species is, like its coloration, 
very bright and cheerful. It may be put into 
ByiHeuhleS; as “ Sweet—swteet—eweet—-swjeet—<hee- 
p-reet,” but in this case as in the case of most 
bird songs, different ears hear different syllable» 
in them. To John Burroughs the Oven-bird 
says ‘ ' teacher-teacher-tea cher, but no Oven-bird 
ever said this to me. It says "cher-wack— 
cher-wack—cher-wack " to roe. Yet John Bur­
roughs is a great observer, and I have heard a 
good many thousand Oven-birds sing. Then take 
the case of the beautiful* refrain of the White- 
throated Sparrow, to some it sounds lik» *' Old- 
Torrt-Peabodyt-Peabodjy-Peabody, ” to others Hike

Sow-Wheat-Peverly-Peverly-Peverly, ’ ’ and others 
again declare it sings ' ' Sweet-Sweet-Canada-Can- 
ada-Canada.” So "Yer pays yer money end yer 
takes yer choice.” But it is worthy of note 
that in the case of the White-throated Sparrow 

number of syllables is the same no matter 
which version you take.

Another common bird of the garden is the 
Chipping Sparrow, the little brownish bird with 
a gray breast and a bright chestnut crown. • Its 
song is rather a high trill. Ht is a very valu­
able neighbor as it eats a lot of insects and also 
quantities of weed-seed, and at the same time 
does no harm to the garden produce.

The Chipping sparrow builds its hair-lined 
nest by preference in a tangle of vines.

How often when in the woods do you hear - a 
rustle of the dead leaves which carpet the forest- 
floor : you may perhaps catch a flash of brown ; 
but keep perfectly still and you may be reward­
ed by the sight of one of the daintiest little 
creatures you ever set eyes on. 
rustling is caused by the movements of the little 
Peer Mouse as it darts about from one place of 
concealment to another.
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After that nine out of ten will 
exactly where they are at.

know
They will follow the 

party lead, whatever It may be, never guessing 
that the cue had been given by 
political manager—possibly a man behind the 
scenes whom the public hear little about, 
taay be utterly unprincipled," yet his reputation 
as a strategist establishes him successfully 
party mentor, . and enables him virtually to 
manufacture ready-to-wear opinions for half the 
population of
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f■a country. Some day the
absurdity of such a situation will render it 'no
longer possible.

of it the main purpose of stock husbandry 
compared with selling crops for cash is to 
■arve and build up fertility. Disregard that 
»nd you can make out a strong case for selling
grata, Itay and straw, 
length of selling , the

uao it up at home for the sake of the 
land. But If it pays to use the straw at home 

express purpose of soil enrichment, why 
not also the hay and grain ? And if it pays 
to feed home-grown grain for the sake of the 
manure pile instead of selling for cash, may it 
not in some
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Meantime, hope of bettercon- rgovernment i lies in 
more true independence of thought and action, 
both within and without the established parties. 
Independence within them is good, often helping 
to shape the policies adopted in

the

1 « 1

Few farmers now go the 
straw off their farms.

I
lInde­caucus.

pendence without also helps to determine 
and finally decides between 
neutralize each other’s votes, 
corruptible, independent element is the 
statesmen have to cater to. This elemeint 
though small, is the salt of the national citizen­
ship.

1these, 
Partizansthem. «t -

The genuine, in- i
one that

Icases, pay to buy grain, partly for 
purpose, providing the farmer’s finan­

cial position warrants laying out 
for the

IP1 c
the same t
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We do not 

and
U. S. Department of Agriculture.sake of future returns ? 

pretend that the argument for keeping hay 
grain at home is quite so strong as the argument 
for using up the straw, nor that it is always 
so wise to buy grain as to feed what has been 
produced at home, but a

t
Under the new administration there is to be 

no diminution in the activities of the United 
btat es Department of Agriculture, judging bv 
appropriations and enlargement of powers and 
duties. The amount provided by Act of Congress
«T? Q«r Qa\r eU<lmg June 30th- 1914. amount to 
$1 /,y8b,945 an increase of $1 335 449
present year. Prof. W. M. Hays, who has serv- 
ed as assistant secretary since 1904 retires and
rtLf ^VUueCded by 1>r' B' T- Galloway, 
wdh - he , "T °f I:iant tadustry, connected
Dem in ,n dPPar,rRnt f°r 25 years' One little
item in contingent expenses is for an 
not exceeding $1.000 for 
Hon. James WiHson former 
tare ; and at

For most of the (IF. A;
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The Deer Mouse is a 
light fawn color above, white beneath, with a 
long slender nose and a long slender tail, 
is largely nocturnal in its habits, though it is 
more or less active at all hours of the day.

1 here are in our Canadian woods a great host 
of plants commonly termed Mushrooms or Toad­
stools. A question perhaps more frequently ask­
ed of the botanist than any other question is 

What is the difference between a mushroom and 
a toadstool V ’’ and the answer is “ There is 
none. A Mushroom is usually supposed to be 
edible and a Toadstool poisonous, yet many of 
the brightest-colored, most “ deadly-looking ” 
species are not only entirely harmless, but are 

At the same time some of the 
species which look perfectly safe, judged by popu­
lar standards, are extremely deadly, and there 
is no test which can be generally applied to 

edible forms from the poisonous 
ones One erroneous idea is that any species in 
" in i the cap ’* is pink beneath is good to 

another misconception is that all poisonous 
species will blacken a silver spoon. As a matter 
° fact tha onl.V safe guide is to indentify each 
snecies and look up its record. And one might 
V' ask how the edibility of the various species 
n.is been determined

common principle 
underlies it all, varying only in a degree.

The editors of Hcetrd’s Dairyman say in a re­
cent issue :

Ith over the

if t
i'* A farmer once saw us spreading phos­

phate on an alfalfa field. “ How long do 
you have ta wait before you get anything back 
from that stuff ? ” he asked. “ Well, in two 
or three years,” was our reply. “ That’s too 
long for me,” was his answer. Then we asked 
him how long he had to wait for returns when 
he planted an apple tree, raised a colt or a calf?

Oh, that s another thing,” he remarked. Yes, 
it was another thing, another place to exercise 
the same old faith which says, “ Except ye 
sow, ye shall not reap.”

The things that pay best are sometimes the 
things from which we have to wait longest 
returns.
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amount 
an oil painting of 

Secretary of Agricul- 
1 =nn a. fareweH function attended 
1.500 employees and families a portrait 

bust was unveil/id, the original bronze being give] 
Mr. Wilson. In one of the addresses reference 
was made to the fact that when Mr. Wilson 
sumed office 2.500 workers were engaged by the 
Department, while now there are some 14 000
~ A. ,"d,catlncr new directions of departmental 

effort. President Wilson recently announced 
appointment of a 060
merrtbers to
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commission of seven
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of $75,000

1strongIt pays to invest judiciously for 
future up to the limit of prudence as justified by 
one’s means.

the f
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Seed

and there is an in-

When clear realization of these 
principles governs men’s practice they are in 
position to act wisely.

I
1a crea se 

demonstration work.
for farmWhen, for example, a management 
also liberal allowances
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