psr!inment has so: W ubed to
vote for the edminr*ym
than $197,000,000, or ; )
the total amount nsked for last year
The tom amount of the main and sup-

ates to rev-

oW $158,416,000. Of the expen-
 chargesble to revenue the supple-
mentaries today contained  an item of
$2,000,000 for pensions and $1,275,000 for
relief of settlers in the provinces of Al-
berta and Saskatchewan, owing to the

B LEITERS 10 THE E0y

POLITICS AND THE 1. C, R,
To the Editor of The Telegraph
Sn-,-—ln the report of the procee
of the House of Commons, Hon
Cochrane, Minister of Railways, is n
1o Bay “that he had endeavored to 1.

CHAND

’eﬁclmey which would add
hrgelyr-to the gencral weBMng

J of gravity and deal it resounding and

Noﬂe: of B
ﬁentbu. 50- omts

. §T. JOHN, N. B, Afnn;“s. 1915, -
-

ot e e AR

}u a result q{_ﬂn Bﬂmm at

thstaputnmymnmdelmivem

b#ﬂwl, on whlch the ,
Amnﬁedtofromtwototouﬂmesthe

disposmc ﬂwmﬂmmmx

. accounts - wuhmmmﬂ:eww,
doealot.inohwt'.mrto‘

“ Times deseribes the operaﬂom d: Neun
+ Chapelle as- “on the whoh‘ the ' best
thing in its way that has beerd done on

the western front sinee trench warfare |-

beeu.mthemk,for!ftln?mebop—
~ erations in Champagne were equally
btﬂﬂwt.&qweunotsonp&d,mé"
these two a!duonlypuﬂymembk
. each other. * * * ‘We cannot win un

leuwemntuek.mdna:ckw_

fully. We must therefore make up our
mmmmibeyrho(viciow,ud
notlhﬂnk’homittm"
mmymﬂwt believes
thﬁnmﬂﬁmowvemme-
mmthﬂmWeoth-bemputponed
fmmtfmetoﬂmlnthem
falu;ntnewvouumuuinude-
cision in the Germans’ favor, but he says
tu.twummmuuﬁro«
“as ever. He continiies:

“The situation 'demands that: | 48
shbulﬂmdevuyummblemb&r
John French, and not seek about for al-
tma%ﬁmfﬂthmplmmtofm
new armies, which -are  yet untried.
Neuvo Chqpene nhovn that wheu we |

pews ~of ome pnnic at least on. . the
Narew front amongst these untried men.
The front in Flanders is the decisive
pnlnt for us Ihd. ‘all of our’ | tesources
"should be devoted to it. We cannot g
wrong if we séek for the enemy’s centre

tiless blows, duy in, day out, until our
‘end is achieved” ; FLE

WILL NOT INVESTIGATE.
Commissioner Chandler, in reply to
certain charges filled by Mr. E.S; Cart-
er, Liberal organizer, has sent a letter'to
Mpr. Carter which we publish today, in
which Mr.. Chandler says that he does
mot feel that the matters referred come
within. his jurisdiction. Mr. Carter was
“proceeding on the’ understanding that the
governnent was willing ‘and ready, as
< Premier’ Clarke  and = Attorney-General
Butat ‘said it was; not to ‘be’ bound by
the strict rdles of evidence but to under-|
tske 1o investigate, fully and treely,\
matteu brought before the Commission-

swutothedery Thegxuterin—
‘cludes the less. 'I am: most anxious that
we should leave nothing undone which
can be helpful at this time in face of a
Verywddmaar.\ I we want|
. , or drastie action on
theputoftheuﬁnﬂﬁaqﬁmm
gmcyled&ldonhudmms&hww-
ers. England ought. not to lag behind
herAmuinsoputcmmerctthh
solemn time.”
A Rmmdmwhvebq& taken
drastic ‘action with regard ‘to the sale of |
liquor during war, and there have|.
Mraeant from the British
tthﬁdmﬂnmm!zhtbe
fmdnmlnMUumdmngdom

Gmmunm
Thcoﬂmmdnﬂonottheﬁer

mubmulm vbo-hd!edm‘med»‘-it

Mderlhmﬂ:k“‘
of the ‘German wumd‘!ﬂﬁithl«
ness” which began with droppingbombs
upon undefended towns and turning the|
reat guns. of ;warships upon Eaglish
watering places. -

Apparently - these German methods
maybetrm&tnhucmu- One’is'an
foolish belief thut it is possible to ter-
rify the people of the United Kingdom:
The other is a feeling in _Germany that
astheGemmhweMkhelphslt
is necessary to ‘ive the German public|
something to talk ;‘boutjntbvnyof
dm‘einﬂctedupontlul 'l‘beoa
reasons are mmhen’bleubo se-
verelyuponGermnnc«mmonlem As

to German humanity, tlu; is n'm-ex-’

istent,

German crimés in Belgiam, in Poland,
andeerbm,followeﬂbme
recent examples of piracy and deliber-
ate murder, will create in theeountﬁq
of the Allles a grim and lasting ¢
mination not only to carry ﬂleérminﬁp
Germany but to make the German péo-
ple feel the full weighit of the conflict.

bBc| And in the matter of terms, when termis

‘come to be considered, it must be clear|;

| that the Germans will have to pay both|ferr

-ofthgﬂuwixe. mmmm

“ﬁ%

: {some of thowrhumbdlﬂnxm rigk-

‘mmwhmxmed to the

thrill-

M&e&enﬂ&hwmmmn—
If‘ﬂtecensomhiphd pmttedthc

work of recruiting, well as it has gone
torwad.woddhveheenqninnotonly
inﬁxewmgdunbnth-evmm

mmhﬂhwm“‘t
the newspapers which explode -with
pmudﬁw‘hdmmm
to -compare ‘the revenue at: the disposal

pspeuwhospeqkforhimndh&mo-
clates do not tell the people how the
‘money raised on the credit of ‘the prov-
ince to build & raflway (which is not yet
‘built) was disposed of. - A list-of those
whuqotnmedltbrnomwwf
ever or for services of ‘a questionahle
mm&mhmm&-ﬂ
‘exposition of provincial finances. ;

The exposures in the case of Mr, Flem-
ming gave the people a correct idea of|
‘the situation. - The ministry and the
iagbhtureho—duyconunﬂnmem
who ruled New Brunswick last year and
theymbdore.wlththeemepﬂutblt
Mr.:B. F; Smith succeeds Mr. Flet}nning.

umﬂhmmmtheyovmee
m on_m VAR’S !ND;

Mitilotﬁi*thefnctthlt

ing large sums of money and therefore
it may be assumed that they have given
both time and intelligence to an exam-
ination -of the facts bearing upon the
question. - A& London cable dealing with
thebettingutmnydnhhuﬂlltw’hﬂe
there is really Htthin!emﬂwn tmnlde
bemng 4n England ‘is 10 to 1
at peace will come before Deeember 1
next. London betting during last week
is quoted as follows: =~
“That the war ‘will.end
-~ Before May 1, 19156—8 to 1 agﬁm).
Before June 1, 1915—2 to 1 against.
Before September 1, 1915—Even..
Before December 1, 1915—-10 to 1 on,
Before March 1, mn»u to-1 on.
eonmns the' odal polnta ouf that
nathing yvhlch has beenuid by~ mpon-
sible members of the government or or high
military officers contains’ Anytbhswhleh
| woilld justify the optnn!nm reﬂecmi by
mm
M every meent nttennee by
Lthe Pﬂm ‘Minister and by Lord Kitch-
eﬁérzm eonmned a mmﬁc that: the

in midterial Wﬁd !n tumﬂhﬂon t:he high

g %lot .

‘valor of the Britishi \uenalfics.
| brunt of the heaviest ﬂcb:inc agsinst!tions of war to continue fighting for the

C odds wﬂlm&enpéﬁem'

Sisays that unless Germany obtains out-

*di-| knees through- shortage of food by~ the
W{first month of 1916, and this, he says, is

“{are now nearly ready to undertake, con-

7 |upon, end ‘can better afford a was !
-Rhingmdperhdpuunhlﬂwm

‘_’ﬁdem and France of the' enemy.
| The intervention of Rumania alone |81
'Olldibortenthemdmmmdif

sel.f-ucv!ﬂnebyolﬁnlndmen,tbe_

| setvices in conﬁdqﬁpn with the mﬂwq

2 amount paid to Mr C. N.Mm&mf, C.

olthememmtwiththemnof'

f capable expert whose services were avail-

ld} with the construction of the bridge just

Bt. John? = -

¢ | Grand " Falls “connections will be. raade

s Landry - for' anything definite. A short

but Dr. Imdwandthe“pmd"nm-;

Lorly called upon ‘to pay interest on the

\many  months to “double the Garman

(It seems to be udmitbd that’ Germany
hasa sufficient supply. of food and muni-

remainder of this year, but the high
authority quoted in the London despatch’

side aid she would be brought to her

% a8 very conservative prophecy.” He
argues that slaughter is the cause most
likely to end the war, and that the crush-
ing of Gemany’s field armies during the

mendous sacrifices, but which the Allies

stitutes the only way toward peace. If| -

mmmolmq to-

exhaustion.. ‘There ¢an be no definite or
substantial movement toward pedce un-
til the Germans have been driven to the

have advanced to the Oder. The col-
silapse of Austria is probable. before the
British' and French have cleared the soil

Eumnhépmuinotherl!ﬂhnsum
could afford to stay out. They

may comeinupontbepenetn&mof
the Dardanelles,

WHERE DOES IT STAND:
Hon. Dr. Landry in his budget speech
gave the province very little light upon
the leey Railway md tbe prospects for
building from Glletu'n to St. John and
from Centreville to Grand Falls, In dis-
cussing an item «m for dﬁgiuqeﬁng

Dr. Landry said this represented. the
rnn.ewt for @utne&m of a
bridge over the St. Jobn River for the
de' Railway” After speaking of the
engineer’s qmtllﬁuﬂens Dr ‘Landry con-

‘tinued:
“It was felt M it was in the best in-{
tenest of . the, province = that' the most

able be obtained; sohthat the best in-
formation ‘would ‘be ready for going ‘on

as soon as conditipns made it possible to
mn'y on :tbe mrk,to complete the road
!l and’ carry tnﬁcj - the orfghu; Toute
across the St. nbn I@m and Kennebec-
casis Rivér ‘and via Kinss Bmmty into

Tbuewh,omukingforinformation
abtheumewhenﬂ\eszw and

medqmﬂywmcmlookingtem

time | ago—within a few ~weeks—Mr.
Gould was seeking in Maine & subsidy
for & raflroad which he is bnﬂdh; from
River ‘de “Chute;’ near,  Andover, to the
Quebec bridge.’ ¥f the Valley Railway is
to run to Grand Falls, Mr. Gould, at
least, seems not-to know: it, and to be
more interested in construction in an-
other direction. :

As to the St John  connection, Mr.
Gould has made no secret of the fact that
he does not favor crossing the St. John
and the Kennebeccasis, and he has
solicited support for the plan of continu-|
mxdownthemhmbmkolthedver
and making a i with the €. P.
R. at Welsford or at Westheld. Worse
yet; it is. understood that - Hon. Mr,
Cochrane, Minister of Raflways, has in-|}
timated quite plainly *that . the ‘Valley
Railway ~will ‘niot cross ‘the St. John
R’iver The Dominion legislation in re-
gard to bonds for the bridges limits the
Federal lidbility for interest to ‘ffteen
years, and with' this joker in the act Mr.
Gould evidently expects no difficulty in
avoiding  the route which Dr. Landry|no

conditions make it possible.”
In the meantime the province is not

first mortgage bonds' by which the road
was built, but has to saccept from Mr.

mortnge bonds guaranteed by the prov-
inece, upon which, in due season, ‘the
province will also have to pay the inter-
est. Tt is extraordinary €nough that the
government in: the course of a budget
speech of 12,000 or 15,000 words gives
the country mo real information con-
cerning the most important project which

haps Preémier Clarke, when he makes his
promised ‘exposition of his ‘%ew Cfown
land policy,” will find it to
take the country into his confidence with
respeet to the Valley Railway as well.

As for Dr. Landry’s budget speech as
a whole, it was mainly a tiresome and
dishonest piece of special plead!ng, in]
which he endeavored to hide the weak?
nesses of the present administration
under a cloud of words and figures, most
of which were in eriticism of the gov-
ernment which went out of power in the
yeer 1008. It ‘will he made plain to
Premier Clarke and Dr, Landry a little
Jater on that it is the present govern-
‘ment that is on trial in this province.

NOTBAND(X)IMNT
"The amount spent on drink annially
_by. the United States, according to See-|.
MMMBrylﬂ,kmﬁmor

gaged thtn dm-ing the en!rmntba ofl’
| the-war, it would not necessarily require

coming summer, which will require tred|

“O€| that is the right view, the Allies atleast |
"l have more men than the enemy, and

says is to be followed “just as noonus

G,mdd a8 security for that interest second| .

the * governtent -has- undertaken. - Pér-| pe,

hthu,tes, tabled in the commons today

If the Leghhhue ¥ields to.Commis-
sioner Potts and his supporters in. the
matter of taxation this cxty will be in
trouble. Evidently a revolution at City
Hall is needed, as well as’an entirely
new system of usessment and tuation

Premier Clarke a.nd Attomey-Geneml
Baxter will no doubt make their position
clear on the ‘question of St. John tax-
ation. ' Can they look ‘the eonsetluenees
of the Potts scheme in the face and then
fail to kill the mgasure?* It is probably
the most obvious piece of class: legisla~
tion- ever proposed at Fredericton.

PARLIAMENT.

32,000000 for Pensions * in the
Supplementaries — More Than
“-a Million for Construction of
L U R Branc.h Linu.

Ottswa, Much 29—War mattm and
nﬂway estimates engaged the Commons

‘when Hon. Mr, Hazen had concluded his
naval statement today.

Major-Genera] Sam Hughes estimated
a total exvenditure, during the coming
financial year, of $95,475,000, made up as
follows: . Pay to 100,000 troops, at $1.25
per day ea.ch for a year, $45,700,000; ra-
tions for 50,000 troops, $7,400,000; tréns-
port ;rail and going and returning,

8,625,000;  rifles,” bayonets and mb-
stores an pmen 15,000,900 thir—

teen, eighteen and xixty pound guns and

aceessoﬁes, 75 per cent. of value; | $3,750,-
0003 100,000 remounts, $2

_estimate for transport’ included

for outward transport of 67,-

000" troops and equipment of second con-

(tingent and reinforcements; for mobiliz-

ation of troops ' in Cn.nada, $1,000,000,

and for réturn transport of 75,000

troops, $9,250,000.

Mr. MacLean urged that in the case

of expenditures exceeding $5,000 tenders

be in the regulu- way,

Sir George Foster agreed that no de-
partment had any right to make expen-
ditures #rom the war vote, exeept upon
the authority of .an orderin-council,
'This view had been acted on; as far as
posslble, and would be more strictly fol-
{lowed. ' At the beginning of the war
B some expendi!nm had 'had to be made
in a hurry, ml:l“:vithout -the leisurely

on which was ordinarily given
to such matters. .

It was.not the pblicy of the govern-
ment that contracts should be given to
middlemen, or brokers. Although early
in the ‘war there might have been some
-exceptions: to the rule, yet later that
principle had been strictly  adhered to.

E. M. MacDonald inquired as to the
sub-committee of the cabinet council,
which had adyised in régard to the plac-
ing of contracts.

He was told by the mhlster of trade
dnd ‘commerce . that’ & mittee,
consisting first of Hon Robcrt Rogens,
chairman; Hon. J. D. Hasen, Hom'l"
C. Casgrain, ‘Hon. C. J. Doherty
Hon. J. D, Reid, to which Hon.- In.nk
Cochrane and Hon. W. T.
later added, had acted in regard to con-
tracts for the allied governments, as well
‘ag for Canadian contracts. Mr. Hazen

had been a mermber of the board,uuct-
ing minister of militia, at the time.

To Keep 50,000 on Fighttg Line.

General Hughes gave the details of the
force of SO,ODOE men which Canada had in
arms in Europe, or are preparing. He
explained that some of the supplies pur-
chased-out of the first appropriation of
$50,000,000 would probably ‘last over \in-
to the coming fiscal year’s accounts; for
instance, wagons and harness and boots.
13 the British army the life' of a pair

boots was. said to be six weelks. Some
of the Canadian boots had lasted six
months, bad though they were said to
bave been. He repudiated the insinu-
.ation of Hon. ank Oliver that an ab-
normally large quantity of equipment
had been discarded by the first con-
tingent. He Baid that the government

m 40 keep 50,000 - men on the
line, and to send on reinforce-
ments “as they were required. If the
B ‘government wanted 75,000 men,

or more, he thought the people would
d. them.

M glfver expressed the opinion that
it ‘the men now under arms in Canada
‘had been enlisted in August last the
‘ dominion  would have had a better re-
sponee to the call, and would have had
a larger force at the front.. If the gov-

ernment proposed to take a larger part
in the war than was indicated by the
sppmprhtion asked, they should say 80

Geneml Hughes said that men had
been

celved from the war office. He pointed
out ithat there wounld have been diffi-

equipmmt tor such a lnrge force as that

The was repdrted by the commib

tee.n&a
thim“ was also. glven to the

bﬂl to acquire branch lines for the In-
tercolonial,

Raflway Estimates.

Railway estimates were taken up at
‘the night sitting,

On- a vote of $3,500,000 for Halifax'
terminals Mr. Graham asked- what the
total expenditure on these works would

Mr. Cochrane said it was hard to say.
Only one unit was under:contract, gnd
three would . be built. When compl ed
the terminals would supply shipping ac-
commodation’ for .all ‘lines of railways
for a number of years to come, There
would be accommodation for thirty
boats ‘at ‘one. time,

‘Mr.. Gxnham remarked that in discuss-
ing I, R. affairs in other provinces
he always endeavored to make the peo-|an
ple ‘realize that the railway is a good bit
of government property.: The I C. R.|a
he said, had been misunderstood for a
good many years. No matter what gov-
ernment was in power the railroad- was
a matter of business to the people,
Mr. Cochrane said that he fully agreed
with these views, and on a vote of $64,-
000 for the installation of a-telephone!
system in eonnecuon wl a-stretch of
line pear Moncton said that in time a
telephone system ‘would exist over the
enﬂne length of the line,

et ] §

Ottawa. Ma.rch nientary eg-

!ougtlmelth!costolthe!’
The New, York Journal of (

im

no ver,y distant time” "t:ou

she minister of finance, provide for a
vote of $6,667540, O which 84,
rable to revenue and*”.-

-ment by the present government.
called for according to advices .re- -and

culty “in‘ providing accommodation’ andpin

ai}uns of last year,
3 0£her votes included $19,000 to prb-
vide for payment of :th- full sessional

‘commons who have been unable to attend
either through illness br because they
are on active service; 31,187,400 on capi-
tal account for construction of branch
lines of the Intercolonial, and a new coal-
ing plant at Levis; $500,000 for harbor
and river improvements at Port .Arthur
and Fort William; $350,000 for Vancou-
ver harbor improvements, and -$175,000
to provide for stamps, salaries; etc., in
connection’ with the co’lsction of the
special war taxes.

There are comparatively few new votes
for public buildings, the tota: being anly
about $150,000, while for harbors and
rivers the total is about $650,000.

The Intercolonial railway 1tems are as
follows :

Bathurst, spur line, $62,400.

Branch line from Sunny Brae to Mul-
grave, $1,000,000.

* Levis, hew ¢oaling plant, $75,000.

Votes for public puildings in the mari-
time provinces are as follows:

Halifax eustoms house, improvements,

’Sydiley, public building, improvements,
,000.

St. .John, customs
ments, revote, $1,500.

:Nova Scotia Harbors and  Rivers.

Arisieg, extension and improvement to
wharf, further amount required, $700.

Canning, repairs to wharf, $800.
Centreyville (Trout Cove), in full and
final settlement of E. R. Reid’s m, in
conneetion with comstruction. of break-
water, $22,400.

Kelly’s: Cove, repairs to breakwater,
$1,500.

Kingsport, repuirs to piers, $3,000

Little Anse, repairs to breakwater,
600.

house, improve-

Middle County harbor, wharf repairs
and improvements, $650.

Mosher’s Bay, breakwater,
amount required, $4,000.

Shag Harbor, wharf repairs and im-
provements, revote, $1,000.

New Brunswick Harbors and Rivers.

Lower Caraquet, repairs to wharf, $1,-

further

should be called for, and contracts should | 500-

Quace, repairs to breakwater exten-
sion, $4,500. -

Stone Haven; to repair breakwater,
further amount required, $1,500.

Upper Caraquet; to repairs and re-
building wharf, $2,700.

- Ottawa, March 81—Big railway prob-
lems will shortly confront' Canada. These
may involve mammoth extension of the
government railway system; according to
bints thrown out in perliament’s all-day
discussion of the government resolution
to authorize the leasing or otherwise ac-
quiring of ‘the Lake Superior branch of
the G/ T. P. The resolution provides
that the government railways act shall
apply to any line of railway so leased
or acquired, and that the expenditure
shall be a charge dgainst the consoli-
dated revenue fund.

In representing the preliminary resol
lution, Hon. Frank Cochrane, minister of
railways, stated that he ‘was adyised by’
the chief eer  of the National}’
Transcontinental that the road was now
and | complete for vperation, The government,
he said, had no desire to run the road,
but preferred the G. T. P. to take it over,
It was necessary, however, to make pro-
vision for the emergency which would
arise, in case the lease was not accepted
by the G. T. P, and accordingly the
present parliamentary action was being
taken.

Mr. Cochrane said it was impossible
in advance to estimate the cost of oper-
ating the road, and conseguently general
power' was taken to provide the neces-
‘sary: funds, If conditions ‘continued as
al: present, the government would be able
to use much of the rolling stock of the
Intercolonial in the-operation of the road
ecquired.

Have Degraded the Road.

While the minister. of railways, the
solicitor-general and other government
speakers contended ~that the resolution
was' necessary in o to meet an al-
leged situation in which the G, T. P, had
refused to take over the National Trans-

 continental, and keep the bargain made

with the Laurier government, thus neces-
‘sitating, government assumption of the
Liberal “white elephant” and government
o;eration from Moncton to-Winnipeg, it
was pointed out by Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and Hon, George P. Graham that the
facts were decidedly against the govern-
ment argument.
If, as. Sir Wilirid noted, the G. T. P.
had refused to take over the line at the
presetn time, that refusal was due not
to any defects of the original agreement,
but to the non-observance of that ag';‘ee-
he
original arrangement with regard to the
terminals at Quebec had not been kept,
the plan had - been deliberately
changed without the consent of the G. T.
P4 and-in order to. favor rival railway
terests. . Moreover, the line was not
completed and would not be completed
for two years yet pending the comple-
tion of the Quebec terminals and the
bringing -of the whole line up to the
‘standard required in the or!gmd agree- |
ment. *
The present government, he said, had
degraded and blemished the road.

Not Against Temporary Operation.

Mr. Graham drew attention to the fact
that while the Liberals were not protest-
ing against any temporary operation of
the road by ‘the government, they be-
lieved that both legally and ethically the

government could not under present con-

ditions call upon the G. T. P, to take
over the whole road and fulfill the com-
pany’s part of the agreement for opera-
tion before the govemment had fulfilled
its part in rd to completing con-
struetion acco: tu original plans. He
pointed out also that the taking over of
the 180 miles of G. T. P. from Superior
Junetion to Fort William with terminals

and meant  committing the
country to mother éxpenditure of prob-

b%:eu was nothmg to prcvent the gov-
ernment following the course which the
Liberal govéernment has eéndeavored to
carry out and arrange * for temporary
operation by the G. T. P. of the com-
eted portions pending the final comple-
tion’ of the whole line.

As a matter of fact, the political ob-
Ject in view by the government is to
create the impression that the govern-
ment, through no fault of its own, has
been burdened with the “incubus” of the
National Transcontinental, and can not
now get the G. T. P. to operate’it. . The
Liberal contention  is that the govern-
ment has not dealt fau-ly withe the com-
pany and is not going ‘the vight way

“account. :
the total amount which

fabout it if it wants the compnny

epm&ethaumatut

indemnity of members of the house of

age the Intercolonial railway in ,
ness way and in the interest of the w
people, but had tried to keep politics
of jt," feeling that the introductio
politics would not be in the interes
the employes or of the public. He

laid down the rule that promotion.
the service should be made for me

In regard tb managing the ro: xd in
interest of "the whole people 1 w
like to draw Mr. Cochrane’s attention
the abandening of
miles of railway between Nelson ung
Blackville.  This piece of road was il
vnder government charter and given
subsidy by the government, and to ci-
courage the road to be built the peo
along the line gave a great portion of
right of way in good faith that it woulJ
be & permanent benefit to them ang
would enhance the value of their prope
ties through which the railway ran. No;
what do we find? The government |
gone back on its charter and aband
this piece of road. In equity these
ple would have a good case against i)
government for damages as their prope:-
ties have decreased in value upward
fifty per cent. Does anyone call this iy
the interest of the whole people? ),
Cochrane cannot realize that people wh
live along the Intercolonial read the par
Hamentary reports. Fither that or le
thinks they do not take seriously any-
thing he says, when he asserts that L
promotes for merit. How many promo-
tions outside of inferior positions has he
made except from the C. P. R. and other
roads? The outside men brought in car
be counted by the dozens and the in-
creased salaries by the fifty thousands.

I would like the Minister of Railways
to name an appointment which has been
made in which there were not political
motives ingview. As for the 1. C. R.
being run o business lines, it strikes me
as one who is not directly interested that
that phase of the question is never even
thought of let alone being acted on.
Mr. Cochrane made the assertion that
he has traveled over the Intercolonial
more than any other minister ever did.
Surely he must be joking; he cannot
mean that. He ought not to make such
rash statements in the hearing of intelli-
gent people. Does not Mr. Cochrane re-
member the late Mr. Blair, and also the
late Mr. Emmerson who was the father
of the plan to take oever the branches,
and the very deep interest both of these
gentlemen took in the Intercolonial, and
also Hon. Mr, Graham? Messrs. Blair
and Emmerson, béing Maritime Province
men, were more in touch with industrial
conditions on the Intercoolnial than could
be expected of a man from farther west,
‘We who. live in the Maritime Provinces
are longing for a worthy successor to the
last-named  gentleman.

I wish to add here that to my mind
the Intercolonial was never so free from
political manipulations as it was during
the time the late Mr. Emmerson was
Minister of Railways and never was
there less friction among both the pat-
rons and the employes.

Again, Mr, Cochrane says, if he had
any criticism to offer with regard to the
railroad it would be with reference to
[the engineering. ‘The -former engincer
‘seem to have tried to get gl‘ades instes u‘
of trying to  get rid of them, he says
Mr. ‘Cochrané has been Minister of Rall-
ways for three and & half years. During
that time he has had an army of en-
gineers surveying, and that is as far as
they have got. During the Liberal re~
gime grades were eliminated between
Windsor Junction and Halifax, Moncton
and Painsec Junction, and at many places
on P, E. 1, and surveys were made at a
great many other places and no doubt
would have been acted on long before
this if a good live government had re-
mained in power.

In passing, perhaps Mr. Cochrane
would explain about the increasing of
grades on the Natiopal Transcontinental
raflway from four-tenths of one per cent.
and six-tenths of one per cent. to a ono
per cent. grade. I understand the man
who recom: this method of get-
ting rid of grades was rewarded by be-
ing given the control of the Intercolonial
at $20,000 a year. Of ‘course there are
engineers and engineers. Some are very
jealous of their reputations, and there
are others who against their own better
Judgment will do anything they are told.
These are the men, apparently, who arc
rewarded for merit.

Yours, ete.,
INTERCOLONIAL.

Moncton (N. B.), March 20, 1015.

THE RIVER OPENING.

To the Editor of The Telegraph:

Sir, In The Daﬂy\Te]egraph of Thurs-
day, March 25, there is a reference to
the probabillty of the St. John river
soon being free of ice, and this statement
i6 made: “No record can possibly be
smashed this year in the river opening
because the date of the earliest opening
in ninety years, March 28, has already
passed: This record was established in

lm” .

I may say that in 1902 I was living
in the ﬁethodist pamonage at Théodore
Holder's - Landing, opposite Bro“r‘~
Flat, and I hive an entry to the effec
that on March 19, and not the 28rd, ”v’
 last jce went out of Long Reach,
the river was. then clear to Frede
That was the earliest opening on record
in almost a century.

That same spring the Kennebeccasis
river iee ran out on the 18th of \{ar‘(‘h

1 may say, Mr. Editor, that it is a
pleasure to get The Telegraph as I lived
in ‘New Brunswick for a number
years. Success in your work.

Sincerely yours,
(REV.) L. J. LEARD

Bradalbane (P. E. 1.), March 27, 1915

Why Infliet Annoyance?
{Toronto Globe.)

Governmental childishness or fear &
hkely to inflict an endless posta] nuisance
on the people of Canada in addition to th?
increased rate; While automatic stan
gellers, rural delivery routes, and other
inventions and improvements are afford-
ing all possible facilities, the govern-
ment will impose the gratuitous annor
ance of two kinds of stamps. The n
who mails a letter with the new rate
three cemts in ordinary stamps or
will Jearn that it has gone to the
letter office because one of the sta
did not bear the intentionally mislk
ing announcement “War Tax.” The in-
creased postal rate will lessen post
business. = That familiar economic |
will, in its working, lessen the expect:
returns from the additional levy. A
the unnecessary annoyance of a spec
line of stamps will lessen the returns st
more. It will provide the maximum ol
nuisance for the minimum of returns

When his 18:pear-old girl stole !
life savings, James Senft, of Clevelan:
committed -suicide,

about twenty-five /

G

¢

Commissioner S:
Made by Pre
to Wide Powe
His Statement

The inquiries into t
W. H. Berry, when hd
dent of sealers, asked
ter in a letter to W. B
Lommissioner, will no

Mr. Chandler notifid
that effect in a lette
ceived yesterday.

The answer is most 4
of the statements of P

‘Attorney General Ba:
wide scope of the pov
Chandler to investigatg
{The Inquities Asked f

To make Commiss
Yetter clear the inqui
Mr. Carter are given,
follows:

(3) It has been st
press that while the cn

province were being g
undcr the direction of
ry, then chief superint
jarge sums of money
personally by some crg
pees of this province fd

(2) That in this cof
pf 35,000 was forwardd
fo St. John and paid g

gy personally at that g

(3) That the sum of
by Allan Ritchie, Esq,
crown land licensee, to
his own use,

(4) That a similar a
flar purpose was paid
by Hubert Sinclair, an
licensee,

(5) That consideralf
Jémber for house build
shipped to W, H, Bers
. Oak Bay by mill o
crown land licensees,
paid for at that time

(6) That it was p

urdy, manager of
Newcastle, to raise a
sonial use of Mr,
square mile of crown

“Again Mr, Commis
asserted frequently th
prohibiting the expor
pulp wood had been
michi Pulp and Papd
tained a permit to en
vety thing that the lay
vent. I ask that this

I request also, Mr, Q
you consider whether
doing public work is
times the amount of
penditures, that is s
tion for an inquiry if
the expense, I refer §
bridge, Albert county
mated cost was $865,
ture $3,26659; also i
?m{ge Gloucester co

S Ei¥imate was $1,000
268.75; also to Med
bl‘idge, where the estig
the cost $838.06, (
ficial report 1914, pagi

“T would also ask, 1
that you mvestxgate
$4,62021 for cleaning
steel bridge at Rext

Concrete Const
‘well as the.steel bridg
Northumberlan
Aadover bndge, Victo
same company.”

M, Chandlet’s Letter,

Mr. Chandler’s lettd
Hollows:

Mz, E. S. Carter:

" Deag Sir,~] have cd
matters referred

of the 23rd inst.,, and

dollowing conclusion

|them,

Del

i~ As to items 1, 2, 3
lre not covered by t
der which 1 am acti
iteferred to do not ap
in any way connected
fistration of the Dep
jand Mines and in my
mot be inquired into

As to the expropria
Mootl, there is no ch
sonduct against any
ed with any departm
cial government, and
Bm in a position to in|
ter,

I can make the
the last two items i
bridges,. There is no
particular person whi
gate, In the abseq
‘dnrgc I.do not see
fwith these matters o

I have already exp
1 did not make the
Yot as made by me
March inst. These
have been attributed
or gh some mis

Yours v¢
W. B
Mr, Carter’s Stateme

Referring to the
Carter who returned
evening, eaid:

“Mr. Chandler’s a
I had no idea, after
DPremier on the open
sion that if any ma
had any charge to I
ernment he had appd
missioner and ther(
to go ahead and prd
that there would bd
culty in having such
I 'made in my letter,
510\'181' Changdler inq

“Y¥ou ask me for
didly tel] you I do n
face of nop only the
lt):rt tt};:e brave word

3 € attorne
Chandler opened)hg
tlgatlon should be re

“In my letter to M
those words of Hon
(Mr. Chandler’s), si
Teports in the gove
ited them to Mr. Ch
bears they were ma

government, and
at. that, they are n
if made by the com|
Pecasion Hon. Mr. B

“*Bven if there &
wrong the governm
have that suspicios
that persons who m
may be summoned
N0t be bound by
evidence but the’ co

R to use any




