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. MR. CHAMBERLAIN

'Mr. Goldwin Smith has tried the Hon.
Joseph: Chamberlain, condemmned and exe-
led him. - He will not admit that Mr.
berlain’s  sun is setting, because 1t
| With ‘all due respect for the opinions of
¢ great  pessimist, it will appear to
sany, Canadians that the following ex-
racts from Mr, Chamberlain’s speech at
reston this week are much more likely
arouse the sympathy of the people of
the mother country and colonies than any-
ghing that his opponents have to offer:—

' Does he (Hon. Mr. Asquith) agree when
T:tell you on the suthority of Sir Wilfrid
TAurier and on the authority of every man
who' hes studied this great question of
uiion of the empire that we cannot go

ofl as we are; that we must go forward or
e shall go back, and that it is given to
s generation to decide for the future,
+ their descendants, whether the empire.
hich their predecessors created ghall be
Jdst by their unworthy descendants?
1 propose & reasonable preference, and
¥o. obtain from the colonies equivalent con-
gasions by which the markets of your
blonies will be secure at all events in 8
Arge proportion to you. 'We have seen
he extraordinary etart which our greatest
hie 'h&veﬂkua, have seen their ;}011):-
3 muliplied five, or even ten fold.
Secure ‘tham by bonds of steel, by bonds
ihat .are both bonds of sentiment and in-
grest; ‘ecure that while you can ‘or your
gacendants  will regret: your, decision  for-

\mﬁaﬁdtsmututﬂv satisfactory. ar-
entéidam: be- mdde between, us, that
fiore i no:other country. in ithe world if

set, with asqimilar: offer would pot jump
, and jtvds.only when our own child:
gsvho stapd by us in our adversity and
all other men made a

der a proposa) .for commercial union a8
o first stepi’ towarde -thereslization. of
jat definite and organized empire which
been: iration, of every British
\yehrs,” then T say it
‘be alimcet suicidal 4o refuse o dia-
g commenéial: re'ations with the colo-
jos. The people- of this country have a

1t %o know what it is their kinsmen

r them when they ask to treat. No
man

he door, and I do . not believe it will
e hy the will of the people that this
oportunity will ever be denied them.
Their deaders have no right to put any
‘obe in,your way, and for my part I
annot doubit byt that the people of this
o have tod much sense and patriot-
{ism .o lose the greatest opportunity this
igeneration ever had, and which if neglect-
led now may never come to you again.

& THE WHITE PLAGUE
‘_;3‘} ‘Boston last year 1,200 persons died
lof tuberculosis. Efforts are now ‘being made

o atouse public interest to the extent that

- ladequate provision may be made for the

itreatment of persons afflicted with this dis-
jease. Tt is Pointed out that “turberculosis
s largely a disease of the poor. entailing
imuch misery and economic waste where

"ﬁe power of resistance is least.” Present

- \oouditions in Boston are thus stated by

ithie Transcript:

i “An almshouse hospital, which, however
\i.itellent, still makes the patient a recipi-
lemt of public charity is the only refuge
Buston offers its self-respecting poor who
lave stricken by turberculosis. In conse-
quence it is largely a place of last resont to
which patients coms in an advanced stage
‘because their removal has been ordered by
the Board of Health, or because all other
/doors are closed to them.”

' 1t is mot possible, the Transcript adds,
6 provide a new hospital entirely for con-
sumpdives at the present time, owing to
the financial etatus of the city, but Dr.
Councilman, who has gone very thoroughly
iﬂto the subject, expresses the view that
the difficulty could be met by turning the
Liong Island Hospital into an institution
for the treatment of tuberculosis, and the
abute or chronic sick admitted as paupers.
Self-evidently the two groups would be
ﬁ!p.t separate. The plan involves the with-
drawal of all'paupers mot in need of hos-
pital treatment to some other place. By
utilizing the dormitories thus made vacant
the present bed capacity of three hundred
could be brotight up to seven hundred. Be-
sides there would be unlimited facilities for
ereoting inexpensive “shacks” for the hous-
ing of consumptives. Dr. Councilman sug-
gesty a comparatively inexpensive methced
of providing new and excelient accommoda-
dion for the paupers removed from the
hospital. The Transcript, discuseing the
question, sets forth the need of action in
this vigorous language:

To the inevitable question, can the city
afford such an enterprise? the answer is:
Tt cannot afford to let present conditions

il. Self-interest, if no higher motive,
‘demands that o stand be made against
culosis, On the score of economy Dr.
‘Councilman’s plan commends itself. Unless

- ye ave greatly mistaken un appropriation

T

of we—(loud ' cheems)—if you. con-

 to  gigantic ‘operations 'to the extent "of
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of $150,000 for a hospital for consumptives |
iy available. It eeems plausible that for:
little more than ‘this sum the city could

‘be well equipped for some time to come

to deal humanely with a large class of |
sufferers whom we cannot afford to lose,
and who are more or less a menace to
the health of all.

. ¢The significant feature of this proposi-
tion is that it is a call to public authority |
to interest itself in this great problem of |
health ‘&nd give substantial support to the |
methods which science has suggested |
for its promotion, and whose efficacy it
has clearly demonstrated. Great advant-
age has been made in knowledge of the
pathology of tuberculosis. This is an ex-
ceedingly ‘hopeful and heartening fact. As
a consequence of ‘that better understand-
ing of the causes and processes of the dis-
ease public spirit and philanthropy have
done great things for ite relief and abate-
ment. But it still in a reduced degree re-
tains its grewsome primacy as the great
destroyer of life, reaping its richest barv-
est of victims among the poor.

For the direct handling of the problem
state and municipal governments bave
done compamatively little. Probably Bos-
ton is mo worse off than other cities;
nevertheless her condition is such as to
show the necessity of great improvement.
Future generations will look back upon
this indifference with as much wonder ae
we mnow regard fthe general hospital
methods of many years ago. It is an un-
doubted fact that the country is losing an-
nually not only thousands of lives but
millions -of dollars, because of the failure
of the states and cities to take concerted
action and put up an adequate defence
against ‘this insidious malady. There is
now knowledge enough to work with; but
we balk at the expense, though we spend
freely to keep within bounds diseases that
are not a tenth part as destructive of life.
It is a work for the public to take up, not
in the way of philanthropy but for self-
protection.

AN ASTONISHING STORY

Munrce & Munroe, the curbstone or
laundry brokers, whose recent. failure was
the sensation of New York, appear like
Mrs. Chadwick to have been Canadians.
At all events, these young men were run-
ning a emall etore in Montreal four years
ags. They went to New York, went into
businesss as Drokers, bloomed forth as
heaven-born financiers, and were 0 suc-
cuessful that they  secured enor-
mous credit at the National City Bank.
After their failure it came out in evidence
that from Nov. 28 till Dec. 7 they secured
$60,000 per day from this bank, on 35,000
shares of doubtful mining stock deposited
as collateral.

The story. of these young men, as told
by the Montreal Witness, is simply amaz-
ing, even in these days of clever crooked-
gess. The Witness says:

‘<¢The fact that Munrot & Munroe, two
young men whose capital is supposed to
have consisted of little more than what
is often’ called ‘gall,” could gain credit to
‘an almost unlimited extent is a revelation
to the whole financial world.- From hab-
érdaghery store to frientl of “banl ‘presi-
dents; from glove and collar manipulations

millions, in copper shares; from a posi-
tion of -extreme insignificance to @& ban-
quet at the Waldorf-Astoria, with Mr.
Loomis, of the National City Bank, on ‘the
right hand’ of Mr. George Munroe, and
Mr. Leach, of Fareon, Leach & Co., on
the left of that great magnate; with lead-
ing representatives of Stock Exchange
houses present, and also senators, politi-
cians and lawyers, the whole element bask-
ing in the brilliance of the dual stock:
washers—such is the astounding transform-
ation. About four years ago in a little
haberdashery shop on St. Catherine street,
Montreal, were two young men who were
devoted to ‘the business of haberdashery.
It waa always a matter of conjecture as
to whether the business was a paying one,
but one day it was announced that the
partners had sold out to McKerrow Broth-
ers. The mining craze being a¥ its height
in this country at the time, the enterpris-,
ing brothers opened an office in the fin-
ancial centre of the city, and put out a
sign, which read ‘Munroe & Munree, min-
ing brokers.’ They, however, labored un-
der the great disadvantage of thew pre-
vious business, as it ds difficult for the
average speculator to connect the haber-
dashery business with the mining business,
8o the brothers decided to go to New
York, and established themselves at 25
Broad street, in the very heart of the fin-
ancial district. The Marconi Wireless
Telegraph Company. of Canada, with which
the Munroes, in some unaccountable way,
had become connected, was Deing
organized, and the mining firm of Munroe
& Munrce were ‘the brokers for the issue
of the new stock, and by advertising ex-
tensively made the name of the late hab-
erdashery concern quite a houschold word
in the financial world. It is supposed that
the stock of Marconi wireless was taken
up extensively by Italians, who were 10
doubt attracted by the matiomality of the
inventor. The Munroes at the same time
became connected with the Boston Consoli-
dated Copper Company, which is one of
the features of the present situation. The
reorganization of Montreal and Boston was
the beginning of one of the biggest stock
market coups in the history of the curb.
The result is now matter of fame, with all
the detail of ‘washing’ and other fleecing |
practices. The surprising part of the,
swhole business is that two practically un- |
known men should be in such a short time |
in a position to draw unlimited amounts |
from one of the greatest banking institu-
tions in the United States ,with practi-
cally no security but a few stocks of an
uncertain copper tnvestment. Added to
the descriptive words in the financinl
world, such as Humbert, Hooley, Whita-
ker-Wright, Chadwick, will now be that
of Munroe. People have already been
heard to question as to whether or no the
two brothers could have ‘Munroed’ one
of our big banks as they did the City Bank
of New York.”

The faot that this firm could get un-
limited credit from so reputable a financial
institution as the Natiopal City Bank is
quoted by the Wall Street Journal as an
illustration of dangers connected with the
amalgamation of banks, such as has lately
been dicoussed in Canada. Tha Wall Streey
Journal says:

“When the banking power is diffused
among many institutions, it is of compara-
tively little comsequence if one of the
banks makes a mistake, even involving a

pul-!ic’ ccundal. Bui 4f the bauking 1\1\\\'(‘1'1

of the country is to be concentrated in a‘ouslw and persistently and sbtubbornly asI
few great institutions—and such is -the {he is blazing the way for railroad legisla- |

drift of events at this time, and openly
defended by some of our leading bankers
as in the line of economic progress—then
it becomes a matter of the gravest con-
cern if one of these inetitutions, through
the indiscretion of one of its officers, com-
mits a mistake that erves to-bring bank-
ing into disrepute and to unsettle public
confidence in our credit institutions. A
great bank, like Caesar’s wife, must be
above suspicion.”

WESTERN AMBITIONS

In the Manitoba legislature today, At-
torney-General Campbell will move, a reso-
lution praying the federal government to
extend the boundaries of Manitoba for-
ward to Hudson’s Bay and westward to
include a portion of East Assiniboia and
Saskatchewan. Among the rteasoms ad-
vanced in support of this is the limited
area of Manitoba, 60,000 square miles, com-
vared with millions in the Territories.

Laeti week, in 'Winnipeg, President Mac-
kenzie, of the Canadian Northern Rail-
way, announced that the line would be ex-
tended to Hudson’s Bay. “We are not in
such a hurry to get to the coast,” said
Mr. Mackenzie; “we will rather devote
our attention to a line to Hudson’s Bay.
It is the intention of the company to
strike Hudson’s Bay by a line starting
from the Prince Albert branch.”

‘I'he company sent out an exploring
party last spring, whose report must have
been favorable. It is stated that the line
will run northeasterly for about 500 miles
from the Prince Albert branch, and that
the Nelson river may be utilised in com-
pleting the route.

While Manitoba dreams of emlarged
boundaries and new lines of communica-
tion, the Territories demand automomy,
preferably as ome huge province. The
country is rapidly filling up, and the peo-
ple desire a larger measure of control of
affaire directly concerning them.

Parliament, at its present sessiom, will
hear much from the west, which has a
larger and no doubt more aggressive repre-
sentation than ever before. The demands
made do mot particularly affect the east,
except that whatever makes: for the
healthy development of the west is of ad-
vantage to the whole country. The time
s not so many years distant when the
voice of the country west of the great
lakes will be able, in a very large measure,
to dominate, if it choose to do so, the
policy of Canada. -

FEDERAL RELAT/ONS

- The Winnipeg Telégram produces some

evidence which .it. thinks indicates that the |

federal government may readjust the finan-
cial relations between  the dominion and
the ' provinces. It says' that when Mr.
Macphérson was nominated at Vancouver
(B. ), he said that a readjustment of the
tinaneial - arrangements between the prov-
mees and the federal government Wwas re-
quired, and that “he had every assurance
that such a néagjustmen;l\‘vquld take place
at no very distant date.” Premier Tweedie,
of New Brumswick, who was ‘in British
Columbia at the time, ipas, according to
the Telegram, even more explicit. He said
British Columbia 'was in a special position
and needed a readjustment of terms, and
declared : —

“And now I say to you what I have
never said before on a public platform—I
have Premier laurier's assurance that a
readjustment will be granted.”

From this it would appear, the Telegram

argues, as if assurances had been given by
the Laurier government with respect to
some provinees at least. Mr. Fitzpatrick’s
visit to Quebec is supposed to indicate that
assurances have been given to that prov-
ince.
Since parliament is mow in session, it
will soon appear whether there is to be a
readjustment with respect to any or all of
the provinces. There is no quesiion but
that an increased subsidy swould be cheer-
fully acoepted by the provincial govern-
ments, which find it somewhat difficult to
get along with their limited sources of
revenue and unlimited demand for expen-
diture.

ROOSEVELT AND RECIPROCITY

The New York Commercial believes that
President Roosevelt means business in cou-
nection with the effort to secure a reci-
procity treaty with Canada. 1t quotes
from the speech of Eugene N. Foss of Bos-
ton in Toronto last week, a report of
which appeared in The Telegraph, as fol-
lows:—

“I would say, rather, that you cannot
look far beyond the Wihite House for symp
toms of the change which is impending—
for the signs of a broader, a more toler-
ant, a more progreseive spirit in the con-
duct of our fiscal policy. {In Theodore
Roosevelt we have a state-man keenly re-
sponsive to the voice of the people, ready
to grasp opportunity svhen it comes. In
Roosevelt you have a better friend than
you know."”

Comumenting on this statement by Mr.
Foss, the Commercial says:—

“That does mot overstate the situation
in this country on tariff revision in gen-
eral or on Clanadian reciprocity in parti-
cular. The president is unquestionably far
in advance of the rank and file of his party
on both propositiors; and it is mvell for
our Canadign neighbors to have laid be-
fore them o-casionally facts that do mot
always stand out boldly in the columns of
the Yankee newspapers that cross “the
line.” The lack of accurate information
on reciprocity sentiment in the States has
probably had not a little to do with the
ofticial and popular apathy on the ques-
{ion recently in evidence in the Dominion.

“The plain truth is that Theodore Roose-

tion. The real conflict between him and
the heretofore leaders of his party—the
arrant ‘stand-patters’ in positions of in-
fluence—is deeper than it is open. "And
it would mot surprise the most exper-
jenced, observant and analytical among
American politicians very much were it to
result, before long, in a revolutionary shift
in party leadership.”

MIGHT IS RIGHT :

“With all. Russia I join in the belief
that the time is coming when God will
give etrength to our glorious army and
navy to arise and break the forces of the
enemy. Nicholas.”

This ‘pious and profound expression of
faith by the Emperor of Russia reminds
one of &imilar statements made by the late
Paul Kruger. It is quite easy to assert
that Providence is on this side or tnat,
but the result does not always justify the
assumption. Even the Emperor of Russia
will admit that Providence is found on the
side of right. Most people outside of Rus-
aia are of opinion that Japan has right
on her side in this war, and that Russia,
not Japan, is in need of a salutary lesson.
Moreover, she appears to be in a fair way
to get it.

NOTE AND COMMENT
Canada is well represented at the Col-

Lonial Produce Exhibition in Liverpool.

. * »

Winnipeg is considering the question of
seouring legislation to provide for the con-
struction of a gas plant.

* & @

Now that Mr. Chamberlain is eating
Cenadian apples, his desire for a prefer-
ence will be tenfold greater than before.

. * @

Miss Canada may be pardoned if she ex-
periences a degree of elation, m view of
the distinguished suitore for her favor.

*® & @

Mr. R. L. Borden has accepted the
leadership of the opposition and ‘will re-
enter parliament. This is eatisfactory to
both parties.

- » -

The Japanese army is reported to have
repulsed a Russian attack with consid-
erable loss to the enemy. St. Petersburg
gets very little cheering news this winter.

- » -

A meeting of representatives of three re-

tigious denominations-in. this city gravely

and harmoniously. discussing the question
of union is an encouraging sign of the

times.
®'® wl

Genétal Nogi's tequest that General
Stoessel be: treated ‘e ’.g soldier and a
gentleman, and wihh'alllﬂig honors of war,
doubtless caused somes-surprise at Bt.
Petersbung, where the Jap ‘has boen re-
presented 'as an” uinscrupiilous violator of
the Red Cross and a wanton destroyer of
the wovfmded in y'ho:s.ggta].”

. * " * =

The condition of the {‘he&t market ex-
cites & géod deal of interest at the present
time. Minneapolis mills continue to pur-
chase Manitoba wheat, and this of course
affects the Canadian market. The outlook
for winter wheat in the United States 1s
not at all promising, and Chicago talks
of higher prices, and perhaps a serious
condition of the market in the spring. The
price of flour in Canada, the dealers be-
neve, will show a further advance during

the winter. *
. & &

The practical annihilation of a Japanese
regiment, as described in today’s des-
patches, is not an event of any signifi-
cance as in any way turning the fortunes
of the war, but it illustrates the fact that
a Russian army on the defensive is still
a formidable obstruction to the advance of
Oyama’s forces. The country where the
armies now face each other ds said to af-

ford poor opportunities for a surprise, but !

the Russians evidently prepared onme very
successfully for one regiment of the enemy.
The Japanese will exercise greater cau-
tion hereafter. When they have been re-
inforced by the seasoned troopsfrom Port
Artbur their numerical strength should
count greatly in their favor.
. & &

Touching the question of civic Tepresent-

ation, it is interesting to note that a pe-
tition has been presented to the Massa-!

chusetts legislature, as follaws:

*That a city may, and all cities of over
200,000 shall, in 1905 and every tenth year
thercafter, before the first day of May, by
vote of its city council, make a new divi-
sion of its territory into such number of
wards as may. be fived by law. The boun-
daries of such wanrds shall be so arranged
that the wards shall contain as nearly as
possible an equal number of voters. A
two-thirds vote of the entire membership

of each branch of the city council of 200,/

000 inhabitants or over into nvards.” .uaé
bill contains a provision that 100 or more
legal voters may petition the suprems
court to compel the carrying out of the act
if its provisicns are violated.”

SCOTT ACT CONVIO-
TIONS OF NEWCASTLE
OFFENDERS
Newcastle, N. B., Jan. 13—(Special)—
The Scott Act inspector of ‘this town has

secureq three convietions since Nov. 9th. !
F. R. Dalton, Waverly Hotel and Com-|

mercial Hotel, have each been fined $50
amd ccsts.

Coming Salisbury Wedding.

Salisbury, N. B., Jan. 16—The marriage
of Miss Mary Agnes' Wilmot, daughter of
the late George Wilmot, of Salisbury, to

James E. Humphreys, of Petitcodiac, will

! take place at the Methodist church, Salis-

veoit is clearing the track for tariff re-{bury, at 2.15 o'clock Wednesday afternoon,
vision and ‘trade rveciprocity JuRl as vigortd4Tan 23 inst,

i

i

KUROPATKINTELL
COSSACK RAID

Cut Railway in Two Places and
Set Fire to Japanese Stores
—Losses 300.

St. Petersburg, Jan. 16—General Kuro-
patkin, in a despatch to Emperor Nich-
olas, reporting the Russian cavalry raids
on Jan. 10 and 11, says:

“The Japanese suffered heavily. The
Russian losses during those two days were
three officers killed and ten wounded and
fifteen soldiers killed and forty-nine
wounded.”

The general adds that cavalry captured
a quantity of stores and prisoners and
says that the Japanese stores at Yinkow
were ablaze for nearly the whole might
of Jan. 12.

The text of General Kuropatkin’s re-
port is as follows: 3

“During the evening of Jan. 10 one antl
a half conpanies of Japanese and half a
squadron of Japanese dragoons were de-
fated with great loss.

“QOn .Jan. 11 a Japanese -company and
two squadrons, which were occupying
Newaliwang, was driven out by our Cos-
sacks, who occupied the place and after-
wards pursued the company, defeating it
and idflicting heavy loss. The same night
our patros damaged the railway line, a
train and two locomotives. During these
two days our cavalry defeated several
small detachments and captured one offi-
cer, 14 soldiers and 500 carts with stores.
Qur casualties were three officers killed
and ten wounded, and fifteen soldiers kill-
ed and forty-nine wounded.

“On Jan. 12 our patrols damaged the

Irailway six miles from Yinkow. Upon

Jan. 12 a Russian detachment reached 1.n-
kow.

“Qur artillery cannonaded the station,
set fire to the stores and later stormed
the station. The Japanese opened fire
with rifles and machine guns and our men
sought shelter in ditches and again at-
tacked until they reached the railway lne
when a strong column of Japanese in-
fantry appeared advancing from Tasu.sow.
Qur forees being inferior, retired, carrying
away nearly all the kilied and wounded.
The stores at Yinkow were ablaze the
whole night.

“It is now cold at might time but warm
and bright during the day.”

London, Jan. 17—The iatest news as to
the conditions of Port Arthur when it was
surrendered to the Japanese occasions
muesh discussion as to General Stoesel’s
reasons” for capitulaticn. Criticism, how-
ever, is generally lenient, there being a
tendency to rezard General Nogi's tributes
to General Stoessel's courageous defence
as much in fhis favor; and the inclination
is 'to’ credit General Stcessél with the
knowledge that the morale of his garrison
was shattered.

The Daily Telegraph’'s Kobo correspond-
ent gives a somewhat theatrical acceount. of
the final meeting between the generals at
Port Arthur prior to the surrender, which
was obtained from Russian generals at
Nagasaki, According to this account,
twelve generals assembled at General
Stoessel’s house. Being asked the reason
for two additional vacant chairs, General
Stoessel, bursting dnto tears, explained
that they formenly belonged to beloved
departed, and, having paid a tribute to
the gallant dead, General Stoessel abrupt-
ly exclaimed: ‘“Well, gentlemen, I pre-
sume we will fight till the end.”

The discussion which ensued showed that
the only alternatives were prompt surren-
der or speedy ahnihilation. Then cham-
pagne glasses wene filled, and the empercr’s
health was solemnly honored. Meanwhile
the artillery thundered outside, and as sev-
eral shells burst in the vicinity, General
Stoessel ordered the removal of the em-
peror’s photograph, the sole adornment of
the walls, remarking: —

“It isn't right that his majesty should

! witness such proceedings.”

The decision to capitulate being unani-
mously reached, each general signed the
record, many sobbing aloud. Finally Gen-
er:_ul Stoesscl stood at atbention, eilehtly
offered a prayer, brought his sword to
salute and shouted:—

“Long live the Czar,” which the others
repeated in chorus, and the council ended.

It is stated that Madam Stoesscl seemed
stunned and cried aloud when she heard
the decision.

. 1t is added that acute estrangement ex-
ists between General Stoessel and his men
owing to the arrangement of favorable
terms for the officers hut not for the men.

St. Petersburg, Jan. 16—A telegram from
Siakhotan states that General Mistchenko’s
raiding force, learning that five Japanese
battalions had appeared ncar Tashikio, re-
treated morthwards and succeeded in tre-
gaining the Russian lines. Their losses
were about 300 killed or wounded, all the
latter being brought away.

CHILDHOOD

By E. SEARS.

I have traveled this world round,
Have its richest treasures-found,
While the years were passing silently along:
But the God of mem'ry lives,
And his sweetest incense gives,
To days when childhood sang its merriest
song.

I have paintings grand and rare

(Now my pride and constant care),
Both of modern and of medieval school:

I've a picture in my heart

That, is finer than their art,

i Judging merely by affection’s trusty rule,

i

And it has a charm I own,
That is but for me alone,

| As thought gently leads me back to days of

yore;
‘When life’s school day opened bright
With its shadows hid from sight,
And I met my mother’'s greeting at the door.

See the old log cabin there
By the winding stream so olear,
In the valley filled with perfume from the
hay;
In that dingle in the dell
In that home I loved so well

{ There I passed my childbood's bappy hours

away.

And now in life’'s December
More fondly I remember
All those tender links that brighten mem'ry’s

chain;
While in the evening's gloaming
In fangy I am roaming
The old: familiar paths a bhoy aeain,
December 31, 1491

~!and any man in the government wiho was

x‘«w;wrium v hehind han King Croker  resy

DRUNKENNESS N RUSSIA BEING
~ COMBATTED BY THE GOVERNMENT

(8peclal Correspondence of the)
7 elegraph~~Copyright, 1904, by
John Callan O’Laughlin.)

St. Petersburg, Dec. 22.—Russia is the
largest saloom keeper in the world. It
buys enormous quanties of spirits and re-
tails them through middlemen to the
people. The main spring of the enterprise
is philanthropy, not profit, but the rev-
enue from it is large, aggregating $250,-
000,000 annually. The monopoly of sale of
spirits which the government possesses
has resulted in a substantial decrease in
drunkenness and crimes resulting there-
from and insures for the consumer a stand-
ard of purity which was not possible to
obtain under the system of private manu-
tacture and sale.

The peasant grumbles because he cannot
linger over a glass of vodka as he could
in the old days, but he forgets his troubles
when up a little courtyard or in the shel-
ter of a friendly building, he puts a bottle
to his lips and drinks a pint of the white
spirits ' without a single grimace. The
chances are that a few minutes later he
will be literally dead to the world.

A Curse of the Country.

Drunkenness is ome of the curses of Rus-
sia. The government has officially eet its
face against it, but until eociety does so,
the extensive reform so necessary to the
future gredtness of the Russian people
will not be accomplished. I doubt if any-
thing h:s ever disgusted me more than
the intoxication that prevailed during the
week  following Kaster. Many peasants
were drunk, so drunk that they could
hardly reel along. Many women in a
cart, which was being hauled rather swift-
ly by a clean looking mare, were yelling
as if a band of Indians were in pursuit.
It is when the peasants are in this condi-
tion that such crimes as Kishnieff are
committed. The police are disinclined to
interfere because they may soon be on a
“tare” themselves.

I saw a drunken fellow attempting to
climb a ladder. A police officer went up
to him, tock him by the arm and led him
away. - As soon as the man was released,
he returned to the ladder. Again the
policeman gently grasped his arm and in-
duced him to ‘walk up’ the street. The
scene was repeated several times, the of-
ficer always using a persuasive tone and
treating the drunkard with consideration.
I could not but compare this with the at-
titude of the police towards intoxicated
persons in English speaking countries.

The government has recogmnized this
weakness of the Russian character, and
has sought to correct it. ‘The correction
applied is. an arbitrary one, which ‘only
an, autocracy could adopt. ‘Before 1804,
the whole vodka trade of Russia was in the
hands of the Jews. “It . was the effort of]
the persons controlling -this trade,” said
an official of the government; “to sell the
largest possible quantity of spirits amd
to produce only those spirits which would
give the most profit. The taverns estab-
lished were in excess of the needs of the
people, and their proprietors often sold
the stuff on credit~and charged exorbitant
interest on the bills. By establishing a
monopoly on the sale of spirits, the gov-
ernment has reduced the number of sales,
has done away with the taverns, which

People Want Right to Drink When and Where They Will, But
for Their Own Good the Privilege Is Curtailed — Gov-
ernment is the Liquor Dealer, the Largest in the
World—How Vodka is Made.

were schoolg of drunkenness, has removed
the temptation offered by them, has made
it difficult to obtain epirits and has made
their use less enjoyable than was the caee
ten years ago. Even drinking from bot-
tles in the streets is subject to police su-
pervision, so that a man is less liable to
get drunk.

Find Results Satisfactory.

“Amother result of the monopoly is that
the vodka sold is pure. The results of the
reform are very satisfactory. The church-
es are more frequented, the people are
willing to make greater sacrifices to send
their children to school, family relations
are better, taxes are paid more promptly,
idleness has diminished,. and there hag
been an improvement in the work of
laborers generally. I may also add that
there have been fewer crimes and not so
many deaths from alcoholic poisoning; that
the people have saved money and that
their economic situation has improved.”

The government scught to replace the
village saloon by tea houses, where the
peasants could pass their spare hours, and
while officially the results are considered
excellent, I personally did not find very
much enthusiasm over the new reform.
The Russian wants the right to drink
vodka as much as the English or the
American to drink whiskey, and he is the
more anxious for it because he does not
possess it. The cities and villages elso
object to the government monopoly, for
the reason that in the “good old times,”
they licensed the taverns and received
considerable revenue therefrom. Besides
the tea houses, governmental and private
philanthropy have founded libraries, mus-
eums of natural history, and lecture cour-
ses, but there is the official or other su-
pervision which acts as a damper and
causes people to remain away.

How Vodka is Made. L

Vodka, which is the great nsfional
drink, is manufactured in the . ecountry,
and a vodka brewery is a feature of al-
most every large farm. A long tunnel is
built on a field not in cultivation. This
tunnel is lined with timber and covered
with earth and in the summer looks like
a long mound of wild flowers. Abotit the
end of the summer, the peasants shove,
immense quantities of potatces into ‘the
tunnel, and there théy ‘remain protected
from the frost. The potatoes are removed
during the wintér and passed through ma-
chinery, which extracts the juice, which
ferments. The residue is valuable as food
for cattle. The spirits which must be over
92 degrees pure; are ~old to the govern-
ment, and it, in furn, sells it to’ certain
persons, designated by the minister of fin-
ance to vend alechelyor to traktins (popu-
lar restaurants) and hotels and city res
taurants. Only hstdls and city restaur-
ants are allowed to ‘sell by the glass.

The ten:perance pecple of America will
be in sympathy with this reform in Rus-
sia. The result ie worth while watching,
for a struggic is now on between the in-
herant asmiration ¢f man to do and espec-
ially to drink whe: and when he desires
and the effort of the governing power to
cm:\lxm.scn'he his independence for his own
g0l

JOIIN CALLAN OTAUGHLIN. -

ROYAL ETIOUETITE
| : (New York Globe).
g Is there mo weciprocity in etiquette be-
tween kings? We arc led to ask this
question because of the painful experience
of Richard Croker, late of this city and
now of Wantage, England, with the Eng-
lish Jockey Club. As is well known, Mr.
Croker nvas astounded a few days ago,
when he sought to have his horses en-
tered for training at Newmarket Heath,
by having their admission refused flatly
and without explanation. Since then ex-
planation has been given, and it is to the
effect that Mr. Croker violated royal eti-
quette by bidding against the king’s repre-
sentative at a sa'e of yearlings. It is said
that he was dnformed that he was opposing
the king's representative, and ‘that when
this did not deter him ‘it was suggested
to him that if he persisted in competing
he would rot be ullowed to train this horses
at Newmarket.” Mr, Croker mpersisted,
claiming that he was guilty of mo act of
discourtesy in so doing.

‘That is tuc case, and i is not one for
ribald jest. A ruler in exile is still en-|
titled to Toyal courtesies. If it was royal
etiquette that he should not bid against
the king, was it not also moyal etiquette
ithat the king should not bid against him?
Is not our Richard I. in a sense a guest of
Edward VIL.? 1t is true that he owns
property in England and pays an income
and other taxes, but in a large sense he
is a guest within the realm, for every king
in exile must be a guest in the country of
another kmg in which he elects to make
his new home. King Croker carried into
England the noble fortune which he gath-
ered here as payment for his services a8
our ru'er. He has been spending that for-
tune freely in England and has devoted
handsome sums from it to the purchase
of blooded horses nwith which to compete
avith the nobility of England on the Brit-
ish turf.

While sperrding his money like a prince,
or a duke. or a king, he has asked 1o
favors of anybody. He has never eent
wword to the king's representative that
isince he, King Croker, was Lidding for a
!yearliug it wvas a breach of etiquette for
rany one to bid against him. Not on your
life! That would have violated one of the
fundamental principles of that American
government of swhich Mr. Croker is our
most striking foreign representative, the
principle that every horse or man is en-
titled to all the money he will bring in
open market. That was the unvarying |
principle upsn which the Croker govern-
jment was conducted here—every: power
|and privilege and pull under it was knock-
Eed down to the highest bidder every time,

fused to defer to King Fdward’s rule of
otiquette. He simply could not wunder-

h]

i stand it. . Tle lhad played the game with

great success, but he had never heard of
such a fool rule as that. Now that the
penalty of violating it has been enforced
upon him, he is not only surprised, but
indignant. He is thinking seriously of sell-
ing his estates at Wantage and departing
from England, taking up his residence
permanently on his estates in Ireland. 1f
anything will cover King Edward with
confusion and fill his soul with remorse,
that will. 5

* Ohatham News.

shatham, N. B, Jan. 15—(Special)—
Patrick Phee, son of John Phee, of
(Ularke's Cove, who was employed as
motorman on an electric car at Portland
(Me.), meit with an accident on Thursday
whidh resulted fatally. He was about 25
years old. The body was brought home
for interment.

D}T. Jobn MacDonald is much better to-
night.

Michael Fitzpatrick, of Napan, was com-
ing out of the woods last night, and when
about five miles from home he compiained
of feeling cold. The mam with whom he
wias driving advised him o get off the
gled and walk. After a short distance he
fell and was carried into a house at Well-
field, where he died. He had been work-
ing in the woods all winter. Deceased
was 55 years old and leaves a wife and
family.

RESCUED SEAMEN .
LARDED AT ST, JORN'S

St. John's, Nfld.,, Jan. 16—The British
schooner Amanda, Captain Fitzgerald, 43
days from Bahia, Brazil, for St. Jot’m’n.
has arrived here. Ska had two of .her
crew washed overboard off Cape Race
Quring a furious storm Wednesday night.

The Allan line steamer Carthaginian,
which arrived here yesterday, brought
three shipwrecked crews, t:\vo’ of them

'being off the Newfoundland scliooners

Blanche and Begonia, which were aban-
dored in mid-ocean and the third from
the schooner Utility, of Moncton (N. B.),
which wvas similarly abandoned.

Mrs. 'I.‘hos. Jardine, of Rexton, Kent
county, is in the city, having been called
here on account of the severe illness of her
son, Robert, of the Royal Bank of Can-
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i caught heading ol bidders or discouraging |

| competition heard from the king in no un-
certain manner.
Tt ds.mot Sarprising thad Mo igeush
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ada. His many friends will be glad to learn
that he is greadfMi

Take Laxaive Brod
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