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IMPORTANT GAINS
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Due East of Peronne Army of King George Seize Hill 
Which Brings Them Within Four Miles of Cam- 

, brai-St. Quentin Road.

In Operating to South of Laon French Troops Capture 
Several German Trenches and Reach Outskirts of 
Vauxaillon and Laffaux--French QcCupy Further 
Trench Systems South of Ailette River.

DESPITE UNFAVORABLE WEATHER WHICH PRE 
VAILS ON LE MORT HOMME FRONT ALL AT
TEMPTS OF ENEMY TO REPEL THE ARMY OF 
FRANCE FAIL

UPON WM
UR PEACEtTHER SOUTH ADVANCE REACHED A POINT 

BARELY FOUR Mil ES FROM CENTRE OF CITY 
—HEAVY FIGHTING YESTERDAY WEST OF 
CITY—BRITISH TAKE SAVY.

Congress Meets Todsy m 1m- 
• portant Session.REPEL THE- 3îj

EDITED IT 
IDE BRITISH

jù Lvtidon, April 1.—British troops on tne Somme front yesterday con- 
tlnued to make progress, notwithstanding stubborn résista nos offered 

the Germans, telegraphs Reuter’s correspondent at the British head- 
brters in France. Due east of Peronne General Haig’s forces have ed
uced to a point .four miles west of the Cambrai-8L Quentin road, and 
rther south they^ have forced the Germans back to within four miles 

^ ' •itheijitntre of t feuentln.
1 The dbapp 4 eaye:

f; " “Our progreR In the past twenty-four hours was continued, with 
gpsmy opposition weaker along the southern part of the front Every 

^ ‘Sdvance on the northern part had to be wrested by hard fighting.
British Near City. . have captured three field guns, twenty-

j five trench mortars and a quantity of 
"Due east of Peronne the British I other wnr material.

# seized a hill which brings them within ' 
tour miles of the C’ambrai-St Quentin I 
road. Further south the advance u a ^ _
reached a point barely four miles from ! The total German prisoners cap-
the centre of St. Quentin. I tured by us three months of this year

“In the triangle of greater rests-, number 73 officers and 4,600 men.
T tanoe, between Croiselles-Vaulx-Vrau-! "We captured the village of Savy

..... ULd Queant. two more enemy!this morning, tour miles west of St
have been captured after-fierce I Quentin, after considerable fighting.

1 taking 61 prisoners and two machine 
guns. The enemy's casualties were 
heavy, both In killed and wounded. 
Seventy German dead were counted 
on the front of a single battalion.

* This afternoon Savy Wood, a mile 
to the northeast of the village, was 
successfully attacked, and is now In 
our possession. We also captured the

WAR REGARDED
AS CERTAINTY Paris, April 1-—In their operations to the southwest of Laon the 

French troops have madd' Important advances, capturing several Ger
man trenches, and have reached the outskirts of Vauxaillon and Laf
faux, according to the official communication Issued by the war office 
tonight The text reads:

"Between the Somme end the Oise intermittent artillery actions 
occurred, and lively fusilades by the advanced posts. We dispersed en
emy patrols and made some prisoners.

Heavy Fighting.
•'Sogth of the Ailette river, in the 

course. of a spirited offensive action 
our troops occupied from the Ailette 
river as far as the Laon road several 
trench systems and organized points 
of support east of Neuville Sur Mar- 
glval. The enemy who made an ener
getic defence, was driven back with 
serious losses as far as the outskirts 
of Vauxaillon and Laffaux. One hun
dred and eight prisoners, including 
two officers and four maçhine 
mained in our hands.

“In the Champagne both artilleries 
displayed great activity west of Mai
son! De Champagne. Our batteries 
took under their fire enemy contin
gents seen to be marching in that re
gion. There was no event of import
ance on the rest of the front."

“On the entire Belgian front there 
has been sustained artillery fighting 
day and night, particularly in the re
gion of Dixmude. Bomb and grenade 
fighting was resumed in the direction 
of Steenstraete. ,

"Eastern theatre: The aviation 
groups have been very active on the 
eastern front. The enemy bombarded 
our positions on the Vardar and fired 
about, fifty shells on Monastir. Our 
heavy artillery vigorously replied 
àgainst the enemy batteries and caus
ed an explosion in the enemy sector 
on the Cerna.”

Paris, April 1.—French troops last 
night made further progress along 
both sides of the Aillette river, it was 
announced by the war office today. The 
French also pushed forward in the 
region north and east of Margival, 
which is on the southern end of the 
new battle line in France formed by 
the Germ&p retirement.

The text of the statement follows:
“On the Somme and on the Oise ar

tillery duels were violent In the re
gion of Roupy, and on the front be
tween Essigny and Benay. There

f

Pacifist Groups Not Strong 
Enough to Defeat the Will 
of the American Nation.

Strong Attack by Soldiers of 
Dual Monarchy in South
west Carpathians. Efforts by Ottoman Troops to 

Envelop British Force 35 
Miles North of Bagdad Fails

' were skirmishes between patrols in 
the sector oft Folembray and Couey- 
Le-Chateau.

■ Washington, April 1 Congress, 
called in extraordinary session by 
President Wilson, will meet tomorrow 
to determine the most important is
sue before the legislative representa
tives of the people of the United 
States since the Civil wi 
sidered a foregone concl 
either will declare war 
many or declare that a sti 
isle because of Germany’s a® 
on the high seas.

President Wilson has

Petrograd, via London, April 1— 
After making repeated attacks, Aus
trian forces yesterday were success 
ful in penetrating the Russian tren
ches in the region of KJrlibaba, In the 
southeastern Carpathians, says the 
Russian official statement issued to
day, but they were ejected by a Rus
sian counterattack 
was restored. Near 
era Moldavia, a Teuton airship was 
destroyed by Russian airplanes and 
anti-aircraft guns.

Saturday's Statement.
Petrograd, via London, Mar. 31—An 

official statement issued today by the 
Russian war department says:

“Western front: Minor German at
tacks north of Illukst and in the re
gion of Postavy were repulsed. On 
the rest of the front there were 
scouting reconnaissances and rifle fir-

“Roumanian front: There were re
connaissances by scouts and recipro
cal firing. Our artillery successfully 
bombarded German monitors which 
were endeavoring to approach Galatz.

“Caucasus front: There were scout
ing reconnaissances and rifle firing.”

Good Progress.
Prisoners Taker.. “North and south of the Aillette 

river we made considerable progress 
during the night, especially to the 
north and east of Margival.

’Attempts made by the enemy 
our small posts south and east of Cra- 
onne, near Vauquols, and in the re
gion west of Le Mort Homme, com
pletely failed. We made some pris
oners.

“The night elsewhere on the froni 
was calm.

“Despite the unfavorable weathpr, 
which still prevails on this front, our 
pilots were engaged in numerous 
aerial combats In the course of this 
week, and destroyed seven German 
machines. Lieut Dorme brought 
down his eighteenth German airplane 
and Captain Doumer and Adjutant 
Casale each forced down his seventh 
enemy adversary. Captain Matton 
brought down his fifth German ma
chine."

London, April 1—Efforts made by 
Turkish troops to envelop a British 
force near Deltawah, thirty-five miles 
north of Bagdad, have failed, says an 
official British statement on military 
operations in Mesopotamia and the 
Turks in that region are now in full 
retreat The text of the statement 
follow.:
'“Ah attempt by the enemy to make 

a converging movement from the 
Shatt-El-Adhaim and Dely Abbas on a 
detachment near Deltawah has failed. 
The movement from Dely Abbas was 
continued, and the hostile troops ad
vancing from that direction are now 
in full retreat.

"An enemy force advancing from 
the Shatt-El-Adhaim was attacked by 
us on Thursday and after some severe 
fighting we occupied the whole enemy 
position, from which several counter 
attacks failed to dislodge us. This 
enemy force, after leaving 124 un
wounded and many wounded prisoners 
in our hands, has again sought refuge 
on the right bank of the Shatt-El-Ad- 
halm.”

con-
It

mt Qer- 
* war ex

on
an4 the position 
Odobechti south

One of these positions was 
id by a bombing poet in which 
urn was killed.”

the guns re-message he will deliver
and is ready to address a joint, ses
sion as soon aa he getirwdW that 
both houses have been organized and 
are ready to hear him.

Either before or directly after he 
addresses congress, the president is 
expected to confer with leaders of 
both houses regarding the specific leg
islation desired by the administration.

The war and navy departments con
tinued today their preliminary prepar
edness measures, and are ready with 
recommendations for further strength
ening the army and navy to be sub
mitted as soon as congress decides 
whether the nation Is actually to go 
to war with Germany.

Heavy Flghtlqg.
®n, April l.—Heavy fighting 
aqp today west of St Quentin»
Lg in the capture by the British
village of Savy. Later British village of Vendelles last evening and 
attacked Savy wood, about a | this morning Epehy 
om the village, and only three J (southeast of Heudecourt) together

We made

and Peiziere
À

m St. Quentin, and occupied with a few prisoners, 
tion. ; further progress to the northwest of
Icial report from British head- Crolselles. 
in France which records “Parties of our troops entered the 

iccesses announces also the ! enemy’s trenches in the night and 
by the British of Vendelles,1 morning north of Roclincourt, north- 
rther north, and Epehy and cast of Neuville-St. Vaast and south- 
to the southeast of Heudi- east of Givenchy (Arras sector.) A few 

; more prisoners were taken and many 
casualties were inflicted on the enemy. 

“There was considerable air activi-

iV Saturday’s Statement.
Paris, Mar. 31.—The official com

munication Issued by the war office 
tonight reads:

“North and south of the Oise there 
was slight artillery activity. North 
of Soissons the enemy directed two 
counter-attacks against the positions v 
which we occupied northeast of Vre- 
gny, but both attempts were stopped 
short by our fire. On the left bank of 
the Meuse our artillery shelled the 
German organizations on Hill 304. 
The day was comparatively calm on 
the rest of the front.

“German airplanes last evening 
dropped bombs In the region of Dun
kirk. Two civilians were killed and 
three wounded.

“Eastern theatre: The day of Mar. 
30 was relatively quiet on the froni of 
the Allied armies in the east.”

»

Democratic Control Likely.THREE MASTER 
SUNK BY A 

HUN RAIDER

» text of the report reads: 
ring the month of March we 
taken, in raids and local opera- i ty yesterday, with many fights. Two 
[and in the course of the ene- German airplanes were destroyed and 
withdrawal, 1,239 German prison- three others were driven down. One 
hcluding sixteen officers, and of our machines is missing.”

Both houses meet at noon tomorrow. 
The senate, already organized, will 
be ready to transact business when 
the gavel falls, but In view of the 
fact that any war resolution is expect
ed to carry an appropriation it Is ex
pected that action will wait on the 
house. Democrats and Republicans of 
the house have cleared the way for 
an Immediate effort to organize, and 
the belief was general tonight that 
the Democrats would réassumé con
trol, with Speaker Clark in the chair, 
within a few hours after the session 
begins.
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BIG INCREASE 

IN BRITAIN’S 
REVENUES

SENATE
NOUNCES THE 
ACES OF HUNS

Schooner Perce, Owned in 
Halifax January 28, in 
South Atlantic — Another 
Vessel Probably Met Same. 
Fate.

i ij

i
War Is Certain.

) , 4
> à

There Is little doubt that a 
solution will be passed by large ma
jorities in both houses. There are lit
tle groups of pacifists opposed to war. 
except to resist invasion, who will 
vote and probably talk against any 
warlike move. There are other groups 
who have their own ideas about what 
the United States should do In the 
present situation .but none Is strong 
enough to prevent action, or to serious
ly impede Its progress.

In the house there probably will be 
no persistent action unless it comes 
from members who favor more far- 
reaching action than the president 
recommends. The senate has Its new 
closure rule to limit debate, If a «mull 
group there undertakes to delay ac-

WE PEACEre- R. S. Faulkenham, West Dalhousia
N. S.

C. A. Morse, Waterville, N. S. 
Dangerously ill—
Ernest Casey, Amherst, N. S.

Mounted Rifles.
Presumed to have died—
R. C. Ferguson, Campbellton, N. B- 

Artiltery.

OPERATIONS II EAST 
m DUE HALTED

s Exchequer Returns For Fiscal 
Year Show Increase of 
23^,660,758 Pounds.

Passes Resolution 
Devastation

i
Halifax, April 1—Another Nova Sc» 

tian sailing vessel has fallen victim 
to the Hun pirates. This time it Is 
the three-masted schooner Perce, 
owned by Robin, Jones & Whitman of 
Halifax. The Pdrôe. according to 
despatches received here from Rio 
Janeiro, was sunk on January 28, In 
the south Atlantic by a German com
merce raider. She was one of eleven 
steamers and sailing vessels sunk by 
this raider whose survivors have been 
landed at Rio Janeiro by the French 
bark Cambronne.

The Perce sailed from Halifax on 
January 8 for Santos with a cargo o! 
fish shipped by Robin, Jones A Whit
man. She has been long overdue at 
the Brazilian port and fears for her 
safety, have been entertained for the 
past fort-right. The schooner was a 
craft of 36* tons rross, built in Liver
pool, N. S., where she was launched 

September 80. 1916.

inrng
it by Germans in Copenhagen, Mar. 31, via London, 

April 1.—A Socialist newspaper of 
Vienna, received here, contains a 
brief announcement that the leaders 
of the German Socialist party in Aus
tria have adopted a declaration ro 
garding peace. It is addressed to the 
Russian proletariat, and will be for 
warded through the International 
Socialist Bureau. The announcement 
says that the censor prohibits the pub
lication of the text of the déclara 
tion.

sir Desperate Retreat. Rainy Season Stops All Ex
tensive Operations—Whole 
German Territory North of 
Central Railway Trans
ferred from Military to 
Civil Administration.

Wounded—
’Bomb. R. F. Beal, Brooklyn Road. 

N. B.
It,: - London, Mar. 31.—The exchequer re

turns for the financial year which
, Ap. a 1—The senate yester- 
>wed its wrath at the dévasta 
Northern France by voting a 

ion denouncing to the civilized 
[he acts of the Germans, and 
Fn* that the authors be pun- 

resolving to continue the 
j * German imperialism and 

definitely crushed. The 
VÏLias prepared by Senator 

F ne^, member of the commit- 
8,1 damages, which visited 
>r£ted region in the Somme 
,"^/ecent retreat His speech on 

i Jtion, as well as one by Rene 
minister of juctlce, brought 
and prolonged applause, and 
e voted that the two ad- 
6 posted in all public places

Jfjfe Cheron said that Germany, 
jlgnatory of The Hague conven- 
gave a guarantee against the 
of person or property. This has 
treated as a simple scrap oi 
, he said, and it would be neces- 
» go back ages to find such acts 
Isgery and devastation as the 
Itiee found in Northern France.
Malted a number of cities and 
Wlfty villages,” said Senator 
L "Everywhere it is pillage and
Satie devastation. In a German Paris, April 1—Delegations of offl- 
Mry we found a statue of peace, cere and soldiers of Russian regiments 
Joe that in the same cemetery a serving on the French front, headed 
Was violated, a coffin opened and by Colonel Count Ignatleff, military 
JJipf its remains, and filled with attache of the Russian embassy, took 

dto oath cf allegiance to the new Boa-

ended today show a revenue of £573,- 
427,582 against £336,766,824 for the 
iue-eding year, an increase of £236,- 
CC9.758.

The expenditures were £2.198,112,- 
Z10 as compared with £1,569,168,377 
for the preceding year.

There is thus a deficit of £ l,624f 
085,128 which exceeds the estimate 
given by the former chancellor of the 
exchequer, Reginald McKenna by 
£301,686,128.

The greatest increase in the revenue 
was from the excess profits, taxes on 
various businesses, including muni- ! on
tlons, which totalled £139,920.000 as Another Halifax vessel which has 
against £140,000 the previous year, 
an increase of £139,780,000.

Income and property taxes brought 
£205,033,000, an increase of £76,713,- 
000. Customs yielded £70,661,000, an 
increase of £ 10,965,000.

Excise duties amounted to £66,- 
380,000, a decrease of £4,830,000.

prophesied excess 
profits of £86,000,000; hence the re
ceipts from this source greatly exceed
ed expectations.

Slow STORMS on 
ElS IN MOUNTAINStion.

Universal Training.
Efforts are certain to be made t<Nmt 

through a universal military training 
hill, even If President Wilson does not 
endorse it. There will be much op
position to it, particularly if the be
lief gains currency that such legisla
tion will pave the way tor the sending 
of an expeditionary force to the Euro 
pean battlefields. There has been 
much talk of a bond Issue to provide 
a loan or credit to France of $500,- 
OOO.SOO to $1.000,000,000. Such proposal 
would receive strong support, but 
there might be enough opposition to 
prevent immediate enactment of the

London, March 81 (8.55 p. m.)— 
The war office announces that since 
the advent of the rainy season all 
extensive operations in Bast Africa 
have stopped. Advantage has been 
taken of this to reconstruct the rail
ways and communications damaged 
by the retreating Germane. The whole 
German territory north of the Central 
Railway has been transferred from a 
military to a provisional civil admin
istration.

tion declaring a state of war exists 
with Germany, and is expected to call 
a meeting of that committee as soon 
as the organization steps are taken 
and the president has delivered his 
address.

The senate foreign relatione com
mittee, which would handle any war 
resolution, Is expected to meet Mon
day afternoon.

Representative Gardner of Massa
chusetts, who has been a vigorous cri
tic of the administration’s German 
policy, issued, a statement top^ght, 
urging a flat declaration of war 
against Germany, and announcing 
that he would introduce tomorrow a 
resolution of this purport. Mr. Gardner 
said the United States should become 
an active participant in the war and 
train a large army "for the tranches.”

Special arrangements to restrict at
tendance of visitors at the capital dur
ing the first two days of the session 
were completed tonight. Admission to
morrow to the house section will be by 
special card, and there will be further 
restrictions when the president

Rome, April 1, via London, 
storms in the mountainous 
hindered artillery activity," eaye the 
official statement issued today by the 
war office, "but the firing was con
siderably marked east of Gorizia and 
on the Carso.

"Minor successful encounters were 
reported in the vicinity of Tonale 
Pass, In the Camontca Valley, and on 
the northern elopes of Mont Melino 
(Giudecaria Valley).

"In the area of Gorizia, on the night 
of March 30-31, after violent artillery 
and trench mortar preparation, the 
enemy launched an attack against 
our lines north of Caterina, hut was 
Immediately driven back. On the 
same night an attempted raid 
position east of Vertoiba was 

loaesful.”

Snow 
areas have

been long overdue and which may 
have met the same fate as the Perce 

sale A Cte-ooks 
from Pern am- 
for Barbados. 

The Bessie A Crooks is owned by F. 
K. Warren.

is the tern schooner Be 
now sixty-three mjtov 
buco, Brazil. In ballast

CASUALTY LISTslan government tn the Rtuslea 
church in Paris today.

The oath was administered by High 
Priest Smirnoff in the presence of A 

| P. Iavoleky, Russian ambassador. In 
the oath were the following phrases:

“I bind myself to obey the provis
ional government now representing 
the Russian state until the establish
ment of a government by the will of 
the people through the agency of a 
constituent assembly,” and “I will 
never fall in my oath by reason of cu
pidity of family ties, nor because of 
love or hate.”

Mr. McKenna neceesary legislation.
!■Organized Peace Propaganda.

Hundreds of telegrams poured Into 
the capital today bearing on (he ques
tion of war legislation. Many spoke 
against war, amji 
quick, decisive action attributed the 
flood of messages to an organized anti
war propaganda.

Representative Flood, of Virginia, 
ranking Democrat of the house for
eign affairs committee, has been 
waridpi lor wroral Mr* on l mol.

Ottawa, April 1.—9.80 p. m. list— 
Infantry.

Killed In action^—
H. O. Oronieton, Enfield, N. 8.
W. I. Leslie, River Hebert, N. 8. 
Wounded»—Ellis Hooper, Central B1 

deque, P. B. L 
H. G. Droet, Bath, N. B.
Acting Corporal E. B. 

hill, N .8.

RUSSIANS IN FRANCE
TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. *here in favor of RAIN prevents war.

I»ndon, April 1—The war office an
nounces that since the advent of the 
rainy season all extensive operations 

Bast Africa have stopped. Adrvan- 
i been taken of this to recon-
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