SOLUTION OF THE RARWAY

- SITUATION MAY  INVOLVE
NATIONALIZING ALL LINES

Sir Thomas White, Dealing with Proposed Aid to C. N. R.
and G. T. P,, in Practical and Businesslike Statement
Shows that Government’s Action is the Only One
of Three Alternatives Feasible at Present and Points
Out that Time Has Come to Arrange for a Permanent
Solution of Whole Railway Situation.

Special to The Standard.
A ﬁllawa. May 3.—Strong intimatioa
t the government as a result of tlis

/~~‘—mvestlgnion into the Canadian Rail-

way problem may nationalize not oaly
the Canadian Northern and the Graad
Trunk Pacific, but the C. P. R. as well
was made by Sir Thomas While,
finance minister, in introducing the
government railway proposals today.

“It is possible and even probable.
said Sir Thomas speaking deliberately
from manuscripts on his desk, “that
the permanent solution of this great
question may involve the Dominion
taking over one or more of the exist
ing systems, and there may be in-
volved the larger issue of national'z
ation of all the railways of Canada.”

That other of the cabinet ministers
beside Sir Thomas White have this
solution in mind is shown by a hint
given by Hon. Dr. Reid speaking late
tonight during 'the course of the dis-
cussion of the railway estimates.

Transportation problems were be-
ing debated when he remarked that
this solution of the railway problem
which would be placed before parlia
ment next session would erly mean
taking over one or both or “probably
all of them."”

A Businesslike Statement.

Sir Thomas White made a plain,
practical businesslike statement in
presenting the government's proposal
to parliament. He gave a briet state-
ment of the financial position of the

. R. and the G. T. P, and the

zations of the Dominion and prov-
iocés, No one who listened to h'n
but was impressed with the serious
anr stupendous problem which Y8
been facing the government in these
two Laurier legacies. The financial
statement given by £tir Thomas show-
ed that neither of the roads could
continue this year without government
assistance for some time, This was
the practical situation faced by ‘the

government, and they had to find
some solution.

Sir Thomas pointed out that there
were three alternatives, the first was
liquidation which was dangerous to
the credit of Canada at the present
crisis. The second was nationaliza-

tion which was an almost impossible
burden at present on top of the financ-
ing of the war, and the third alterna-
tive was temporary aid pending a thor-
ough investigation to provide for per-
manent golution; The Government
had decided on the latter.

Explaining the third alternative and
the one which they presented to par-
liament Sir Thomas said that it afford-
ed the minimum of temporary assis-
tance which would enable these two
systems to continue in operation pend-
ing an investigation which they pro-
posed to carry out by the best experts
available into the physical, economic
and financial condition of the rallway
situation as it existed in Canada to-
day.

“It 1s perfectly clear,” he said, “that
it is not possible nor in the national
interest that we should go on as has
been the case for many years past,
under this and the preceding govern.
ment in making loans or giving guar.
antees at short intervals for the pur-
poses of assisting these two large en-
terprises, A continuing condition such
as this would be intolerable and the
time has arrived when in our judsg-
ment it has become imperatively ne-
cessary that a permanent solution
should be found for the existing rafl-
way situation. No doubt that situation
hae been aggravated by the war, but it
is none the less necessary that some
permanent policy should be adopted.
We cannot adopt a permanent policy
until we know all the facts and have
been advised by those most capable
of giving advice as to what is really
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involved in the problem which con-
fronts us and what the future of the
existing systems is likely to be. We
cannot adopt such a policy until we
know what, if any, rearrangement, re.
distribution or linking up of existing
lines or systems may be necessary in
order to get the best economio results
from the enormous expenditures which
have been made upon Canadian rail-
ways.
A Complex Question.

“It is possible and even probable that
the permanent solution of this great
question may invalve the Dominion
taking over one or more of the exist
ing systems or there may be involved
the larger issue of nationalization ot
all the railways of Canada. The whole
question is so vast in its complexity
and manifold {n its bearings that noth-
ing but a thorough mastery of the
problems involved upon the best infor-
mation and advice obtainable can lead
to its proper solution. Nevertheless,
for reasons which I have given, this
problem must now be faced and the
present measure of aid is designed as
a temporary expedient to maintain the
situation as it is until such time as the
whole problem can be fully studied and
solved.”

In conclusion Sir Thomas said:
have shown the present condition of
the companies. I have pointed out
that there are three alternatives and
three only, namely lquidation, taking
over by the government of the systems
in question, or the affording of tem.

on operating acoount for maintenanoce
and for exceptional repairs during the
coming year. The G. T. R. and the
G, T. P. rallway were in arrears in Ap-
ril lst last of interest on the govern-
ment loan of $35,000,000 to the amount
of §1,350,000. Under the agreement
of 1903, the government would this
year be called upon, without recourse,
wthoimorononme bonds of the
ting to $2:
4000 and the G. T. R. Company
would be responsible for interest to
the amouut of $4,000,000, In addition
b

ete, would, it was estimated, involve
an additional expemditure of four or
five million dollars by the G. T. R. In
B year.

Affalrs of the C. N. R.

Turning to the Canadian Northern
system, the finance minister sald its
net earnings in the flscal year end-
ed June 30, 1915, were $6,000,000 and
the estimated net earnings for the
vear ending June 30 next were $9,
000,000. The fixed charges on the
system amounted to about $15,000,000
in the former year By the Dominion
legislation guaranteeing bonds of the
Canadian Northern Ontario railway in
1913 and guaranteeing bonds of the
Canadian Northern Rallway system in
1914, the Dominion government might
be called upon to pay the interest on
their securities for three years and to
add the amount so expended to the
mortgage indebtedness of the ocom-
pany, That provision of the law would
be Invoked this year and the govern-
ment would have to pay interest to
the amount of $4,600,000 while the fix-
ed charges of the raflway system
would be reduced to about $11,000,
000. The funded debt of the C. N, R.
amounted to $383,000,000 of which the
Dominion had guaranteed $104,000,000
and various provinces $107,000,000.
The credit of the Dominion and the
provinces was thus involved to the ex.
tent of $211,000,000.

Sir Thomas said that there were
three courses open to the Dominfon.
It might first of all withhold ald and
permit the two railways to go into the
hands of receivers. That would place
the G. T. R, Company, which would
be llable for its guarantee of bonds

of the G. T, P, in a serlous position,
It would also have a serious effect up.
on the credit of the Dominion, which
could borrow in London only for war

expenditures abroad and had agreed
not to appear in the United States
market again before January 1 next;
of the provinces and municipalities
and of Industries. In the case of the
Canadian Northern a recelvership
would mean the dismemberment of
the system and the Dominion would be

porary assistance pending a solution
of the larger question. The first al
ternative ¥ould, ag I have stated, be
at this junoture a most serious calam-

ity and a great blow to the public
credit and standing of the Dominfon
abroad. The second would add exceed-
ingly heavy burdens to the increasing
financial ‘burden-of the war and would,
I believe, serfously embarrass us in
providing for its further financing on
the Increasing scale to which we ars
looking forward, The thind alternative
maintaine the situation as it s at
present and enableg us to gain time to
thoroughly: investigate the whole prob-
lem with a view to such actfon at the
next session of parliament as may, it
is to be hoped, solve in permanent
faghion Canada's railway dfficulties,
it would seem to me that the lattar
course is unquestionably the part of
wisdom in all the circumstances 1 have
mentioned and ! earnestly hope that
the proposalg of the government look:
ing to this end may meet with the e
proval and endorsation of the House
and of the country.”

Ottawa, May 8—8ir Thomas White
moved at the opening of Commons to-
day that the House go into committoe
of supply and made a statement with
regard to the government's proposal
to make loans to the Canadian Norths
ern and Grand Trunk Pacific rallway
companies to tide them over their
present filnancial difficulties.

Sir Thomas eaid that the war had
affected the rallway company in two
waye. Firct they were cbliged to dis
pose of securitles, including those
guaranteed by the dominion, at less
than they otherwise would have ob-
tained. In addition to the $45,000,000
domindon guaranteed issue given in
1914 the Canadian Northern Rallway
had had $55,000,000 of bonds to dis-
pose of and it had not been able to
realize withift $10,500,000 of what it
had expected. There had also been
a great falling-off in earnings, Fur
thermore, the past winter had been a
severe one and the operating expen-
ses of rallways had been largely in-
creased. In the case of the Canadian
Nortiern difficuities in financing had
delayed the Hnking up of the eastern
and wes‘ern lines for nearly a year,

The minister of finance pointed out
that the companies had marketod
securities to the amount of several
bundred millions abroad. Therefore
any crigls in their affairs would cer
tainly reflect upon the credit of the
dominion.

The G. T. P. sald 8ir THomas White
had fixed charges to the amount of
$7,200/000, and would, 1t was estimat-
ed, be faced with a deficit of $2,000,000

obliged to carry the interest on its
$45,000,000 guarantee of bonds. The
government might have foreclosed the
mortgages which it held, in which
event it would have had to take over
the mortgaged premises, to pay inter
ost on all outstanding securities, make
the advances now being made and also
provide for financing in the future.
The government had felt {tself unable
to assume the burden of financing the
war and the rallways as well. The
third course open to the government
was the one adopted,

Time for Permanent Solution of Rail
way Situation,

Sir Thomas sald that the govern.
ment proposed to make an investiga-
tion of the physdcal, economic and fin.
ancial conditions of the rallways as
they existed today. It was perfectly
clear that the Dominion could not go
on making loans and giving guaran-
tees of bonds at short intervals for
the purpose of assisting the Canadian
Northern and G. T. P. The burden
would become intolerable and the time
had come for finding a permanent
solution for the rallway situationy It
would be impossible to adopt a per
manent policy until the government
knew what,; if any, rearrangement, re.
distribution or linking up of existing
lines might be necessary,

“It is possible, even probable,” coms
tinued the Finance Minister, “that the
solution may involve the government
taking over one or more of the exist
ing systems, or it may involve the
larger policy of nationalization of all
the raflways of (anada,

“The present measure of ald is de
signed ag a temporary expedent un.
til the whole question can be studied,”

8ir Thomay announced that the gov-
ermnment would appoint three direc
tors on the board of each railway who
would keep it informed of the condi
tion of the lines from time to time and
would also provide for a continuous
audit of revenues, These safeguards
were necessary since the government
was taking only junior securities for
its proposed loans,

Hon, George P. Graham remarked
that every sessdon the House had
heard that legisiation was provided in
rible thingy that would happen if the
roads were not assisted. The House
was not sure on what grounds ald was
needed and should not forget that if
it did not give assistance to the G.T.P.
the Grand Trunk Heillway Company
might have to, Mr, Graham pointed
out that 76 per cent, of the rallways in
the United States had been fn liguida.
tion at one time or another. - He had
heard that legislatoin was provided in
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British to relieve the govern-
ment of the pravince of its obligs
tiong to the Canadian Northermn. 1
Canada was to be called upon Lo as
sume the Habilities of the provinces
too, it might as well take the road over
at once, ‘l‘hmwuoﬂnnmvn,
Hauidation, natfonali
unm,numosmmuom\vm
ber. . It wag a question whether the
country should temporize. Would it
be a bad thing to assume lHabilities of
these roads in view of the fact that the
Dominfon was already lisble to & large
extent with nothing to show for #7
Mr. Graham said that
government's

etterments, additions to rolling stock | don.

led ot the raflway aid being brought

The late mz Hays had had
large powers but on his death these
were again divided and financlal
questions were mow handled im Lome

Mr. Graham foped the three direo
tors the government would appoint on
each rallway w be more active
than the one representative it had on
the G. T. P, now,

Sir Robert Borden assented to this
and then went om to state that he did
not think Mr, Graham was serious in
asserting that # was the Gutellus
Staunton report which had caused the
difficulty met with in financing the G.
T. P. The Prime Minister continued
that though the Conservatives had
objected to the idea of the rallway
now that it had been buflt, it was
thelr duty under the system of respon-
sible government to deal with it. He
pointed out, however, that $12,000,000
had been pald out of the capital of
the road In interest in order to save
the project, a situation for which the
Liberal party was responeible,

Mr. E. M. MucDonald wunted to
know how the amount of fifteen mil
lions to be givem the Canadian North.
ern had been arrived at and the pur
pose for which #t was to be used. Two
years ago the opposition had warned
the government that when it took for
ty millions of stock )a the company
it became responsible for all liabilities
under the montgages. Now this was
apparent. The government had also
falled to safeguard {itsclf by the ap-
pointment of its director on the C. N,
R. board. Now it proposed to appoint
another commission to lock the stable
door after the horse was stolen and
MacKenzie and Mann had for two
years had control of the finances of
the C. N. R.

Hon. Wm, Pugsley again complain.

down im the estimates. He asked
whether the country was poing to car
ry over that bankrupt concern, the

Canadian Northern, advance the fif
teen milllons more and carry it for.

ward to the day of prosperity when #t
would be obliged to give them what.
ever they asked to acquire the gystem,
1 have no desire to shirk responsi-
bility for the Canadian Northern or
Grand Trunk Pacific, said Mr. Pugs.
ley, “I am proud of what we did,”
(Conservative laughter.) The Liberal
party must take entire responsibility
for the G. T, P, and he was proud of
belonging to the party which had such
rosponsibility. He would be sorry it
parliament refused -necessary aid hut
thought that in the case of the C. N,
R,, some of the branches which were
not government guaranteed might be
allowed to be taken away and those on
which there was a publie oblization
retained,

Hon, R, Lemieux did not believe
the two roads were bankrupt and hop.
ed they would be given nevessary aid
subject to parliament being informed
as to its desirability,

LABOR MEN N HALIFAX
oTRONGLY OPPOSED T0
DAYLIGHT SAVING SCHEME

Halifax, May 8-~The labor men of
Halifax are strougly opposed to the
daylight saving time, Today a largely
signed petition was presented to tho
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ASIA MINOR?

Descent of Russian Cau-
causes Army Into
Valleys,

——

COSSACKS HAVING
THEIR INNINGS NOW.

in Mesopotamia Bent Back
by Severity of Russian As-
saults,

Petrograd, May 8, wvia London—
With the melting snows no longer de-
laying the descent of the Ruasign Cau.
capus armios from the high Armenjan
plateau into thé valleys of Asia Minor,
where the Turks, having gathered all
available reinforcements, are reaay at
last to make a determined etand, the
campaign in Asia Minor has readh
ed a most interesting and poseibly o
decisive stage.

The descent of the Russians west.
ward toward Erzingan hag thus far
proved the most difficult of all the
Russian lines of advance. Here, until
the last fow days, the winter snows
etill held, and this, added to other
hazards accompanying the descent
from a table land averaging a mile
above sea level, has made satisfac
tory progress impossible, To the
southwest in Mewsopotamia, however,
owing to the fact that the season s
advanced here, the descent has been
easior, and the Turks south of Bitlis
are being driven rrom a serfes of fortl
fled poeitions, hotly pursued by Cos
sacks, who have proved themselves
masters of this sort of warfare.
Thug both the Turkish flanke—that
{8, the one along the Black Sea and
that eouth of Bitlis—~have been bent
back by the severity of the Russian
assaults, while the Ottoman centre be-
fore Mrzingan remains slightly ad-
vanced for the reasons just stated, It
the Russians succeed in their present
effort, directed against this extended
Turkish centre, Erzingan and Baiburt
will soon fall into Russian hands, and
the way will be open to Sivas.

1t must be borne in mind, however,
that despite the series of Turkish de
feats, the main Turkdsh army s still
virtually intact, aince it wisely chose,
in most cases, to retire without fight.
ing, rather than risk being surround-
ed and ocut off.

Acconding to recent news from u\o
Russian expedition aiming at Bagdad,
the Russians, after being held for
some time, have again scored a suc
cess againet the Turks defending the
mountain pathe between Kerind and
Hanikin, and having ooccupled Zerinal.
Kerind, are drawing nearer the Meso
potamia frontier, The attainment of
Hanikin, it has been pointed out by
military authorities here, would give
the R #s to the rear of

board of control inst the sch

and the president of the 'Longshore-
men's Union, representing 1,200 men,
also appeared before the board, and
asked that steps be taken to have the
old time restored.

PERSONAL
Dr. M. \hrnrry, Mnrpwﬂa, a B,
accompanied by his wife passed

through the city lust night en route
to their home in Cape Breton.
et iit—
Has Reached England.
A cablegram received yesterday by
George Maxwell, 183 Paradise Row,

announced the safe arrival of his
daughter, Miss Marfon Maxwell, in
London, England,

DIED.
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McDONNELL-—At his . residence, 4!
Harrison street, Sunday, May 7,
John McDonnell, leaving two souns
and four daughters to mourn,

Funeral Tuesday movning at 8.46 to
8t. Peter's church,

INCH~In this ¢ity, on 7th inst, after
a lingering 1iliness, Martha C,
widow of Robert # Inch, leaving
two sons and ome daughter to
mourn. (Brooklyn papers please
copy).

Funeral on Wednesday, at 2.80 o'clock,
from the residence of her son-in-law.
J. Herbert Crockett, 38 High street.

DOHDS

KIDNEY
PILLS

the Bagdad army, the expected plan
being for Russia to strike morth of
Bagdad in an effort to cut the ratlway
and sever the only important line of
communication over which the Turk-
{sh army in the Bagdad region {s be-
ing suppied.

ANOTHER OF
KYTE'S CHARGES
FALLS FLAT

(Continued from page 1),
office 1

Weather Now Favorable for

Both Flanks of Turkish Army.

Company.
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ufacture of fuses aftor being h
solt interested by Dr. Harris,
“I told Dr. Harrls,” sald Patterson,
‘that rather than disappoint him |
would go in alone, although I thought
more monpy would be required than
we should have available.”
quently the lawyer of the American
Maochine and Foundry Company, “a
man of means"—with gseveral mil-
lions—took an interest am a stovok
holder in the International Arme and
Fuse Company,

Patterson then detalled the secur
ing of the order and the placing of
the proposition before the shell com:
mittee at Montreal to make five mil
lion fuses. It seemed to him the gon:
eral state of the committee was to get
fuses as quickly as possible. The
price $450 was mentioned, but al-
though the committee desired to hava
this reduced his company's experts
advised againet it. No order was
given at that time, The company
then had made preliminary arrange
ments to start work, had seoured op-
tions on machinery and prices for
loadi: The y's experts at
that time were Mr. Samuel Oushiug,
who had made the American fuse, and
Captain Tawney.

Patterson sald he had endeavored
to get the Bnglish powder required
by the war office in Canada, but could
not secure it. It was then found the
Dupont Company, which had been ne-
gotiated with, could not undertake
loading of fuses. His company had
become panic-stricken then, and hoved
the shell committee would not acqspt
its order until it could look around
further.

The Origin of International Arms and
Fuse Company.

However, before June 1st the sholl
committee wrote Dr, Harris commite
ting itself to an order of 2,600,000
fuses at $4.25. The first attitude ot
his company was to refuse, and Col.
Birnfe, an American ordnance expett,
advised against a reductions”frowm
$4.60. The options on machinery
were expiring, and witness made a
trip to Ottawn on June 1st. Finally,

grown impatient when the shell cota:
mittee insisted on the $4.25, and sug
gested forming an American company,
which eventuated in thg International
Arms and Fuse Compa¥y. He had
been discouraged at negotintions with
Canadian firms as to loading, sad
experts were diffloult to secure.

Mr. Hellmuth: “Mr. Lyon Brown,
the war office expert, was not very
flattering to your company as to its
foresight In guaranteelng deliverios so
soon !

“I think he was absolutely correct.”
“Why did you undertake to do it
then, when you are of the same opin.
fon as Brown?"

“Well, Brown knew his business, 1
did not, Col. Birnle had advised us to
take eight or ten months, 1 thought he
was ultra-conservative and a pessi-
mist, Now I see he was an optimist.”
After fallure to secure londing facili.
ties, the company had erected a plant
at Bloomfield, N, J,, on a 26 acre plot
of three large bulldings, containing
344,000 square feet of floor space.
Work had been held up several weeks
by the counell of the place objecting
because there was going to be powder
in the buildjngs. Witness declined to
glve the name of the sub-contractors
who made the component parts, be-
cause of conditions {n the United
States. He explained that evety one
of the employes of his firm had their
past history investigated by the com.
pany’s secret service, and armed
guards patrolled the plant day and
night because of fear of cranks.

“My own company has been tied up
by strikes in the past fortnight,” wit.
ness explained, as a further reason
for the necessity of secrecy.
Patterson said that of the money ad-
vanced, about $100,000 was retained
by the Guaranty Trust Company by
arrangement, and about $800,000 ad:
vanced to the sub-contractors and the
contractors for the bulldings at Bloom-
fleld, N. J. Inclugive of advances,
about four milllons had been spent.
The $2,300,000 came from Dr, Harrls,
the “wealthy lawyer,” and himself,

< I y No Infl to Get
Contracts,

“What mm or remuneration
did you pay, or was paid out, for the

on June 15th, Patterson sald he had;

To Mr. B. . B, Johuuh. K. C, Lib.
eral counsel, he admitted {hat his com:
pany was i on
1915, and had started by
ng up capital. He
! experience with Muses prior

two companies in the United States

received, and his was not one of them,
Mr, Johnston will continue his oroms.
examination tomormw

SENT ADRIFT
AFTER VEDSEL
WIS TORPEDOED

On the Finland, which arrived in
New York last week from Liverpool,
were Capt. Henry MoKegg and thirty
elght men, composing the crew of the
British steamer Industry, of the Gulf
Transport Line, which wag torpedoed
by a German arine on the morn-
ing) ot A The Industry, .ao
cording to Ca McKegg, was 120
miles west by south of Fastnet. when
she was picked up by the submarine,
The vessel was
o'clock in the morning, and its crew
was adrift in Uhree small boats until
0.30 that night, when they were plok-
ed up by the Minland.

Capt, McKegg sald today that the
weathet was very hasy at the time,
and that he came upon the submarine
unexpectedly. 'The submarine imme
diately fired three shots across the
bow ot the Industry,-and as the ves
sel wag unarmed Capt. McKegs
there was nothing for him .t do b
to surrender. h
“We were given ten mlnu«. to\get
off the vessel, und did not even hav
time to save the ship's papers, b
sald. “We put off in three smal
bouts and rowed alongside the subd
marine. The officer spoke very good
dnglish, and asked the name of our
ship and where she halled from, He
did not offer us any assistance to
reach land.

Fired Torpedo and Twenty Shelle,

“The subfmarine then withdrew to a
distance of about one-eighth of a mile
and submerged. From that position a
torpedo was fired into the -Industry,
but the vessel did not sink. The sub-
marine then came 0 the surface and
fired twenty shots into the vessel be-
fore it sank. Then the submarine,
whicly displayed no name nor number,
salled off."

Capt. McKegg said that saile were
then raised in the small boats, and
they headed for the nearest land,
about 120 miles away, After they had
gone about fitty miles -the Finland
came into sight about nine o'clock
that night, after the men had spent
fifteen hours in the small boats. By
burning red torches they managed to
attract the attention of the liner, and
were picked up about half an hour
later.

“I cannot speak too highly of the
care and atterition which we have re
ceived on bowrd the Findand,"
Capt. MoKegs.

The Industry, which was built in'
Belfast in 1888, was & vessel of 4,000
tons and was 400 feet long. Bhe was
on her way from Bristol, England, to
Newport News, Va, in ballast, to
awalt orders. Capt. McKegs has besn
captain of the Industry for seven
years, He and the crew will report
to the British Consul«seneral here for
assistance,

Brown, the war
the company was “silly” to h.vo
guaranteed delivery in the time it
did. The company hed secured ad
vagoes of $1,700,000, but had put in
44,800,000 of its own money before it
got any remittance from the British
The advance was less

“Om the anniversary of the contract
June 19th—-the Intornational Arme &
Fuse Co. will be the biggest fuse mak-
ing concern in the world,” Patterson
asserted.

“Not.r:y,' was bis reply to a
question to whether any commis
sion had been paid to secute the eon-

traot.

Mr. Jehneton/'s eross-examination
had not proceeded far at adjourn-
ment.

At the openigg of the sitting Mr, 1.
¥, Hellmuth, K. C, the povernment

helpfulness of the Major

is needed at once.

you will do.

PatmsH.R.H.lhoDuthonmuht !lul’1
His Honor Lieut. Governor Wood.
.AP.M‘. A.TMF. P
X Tr’m.

Judge McKeown,
m-rw..*:.

Cheer Your Boys af the front

Our National Leaders state that the best way
ﬁ to help YOUR fighting friends at the front bear
the strain of YOUR burden is by the practical

Service Fund of the Y.M.C. A, $250,000 -ml more

Advise the Honorary Treasurer W. J. Ambrose,
Manager of the Bank of Montreal, St. John, what

Birks National Military

e

C.

s

had no °

ready to load fuses when the order was !

torpedoed at six .

ment Made in (
mons ' by Financial Se
tary of the Admiralt;
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ENGLAND HAS NEW
MASTER AEROPL.

Is as Fast as a Fokker,
"~ many's Newest Wo
and a Better Climber.

London, May 8 (325 p. m.)-
England Is bullding alrships
Zeppelin type was dlsclosed |
Mouse of Commons today by T
James MacNamara, financial sec:
of the Admiraity, in reply to the
tlon of a member.

Mr. MacNamara said that it wi

-l? the public interest to say how
uch alrcraft Great Britain poss

By C. G. Grey, Editor of the
oplane.”

It is interesting to learn fro
Paris “Journal” of April 11 that
French aeroplane, fitted with a
of new design, has twice beat:
world’s records for speed and ti
dord for military machines in
time,

To use an expressive Americe
this will mean “moving some," f¢
world’'s speed record, made by
French monoplanes so far back s
autumn of 1913, was perilously
to 160 miles per hour. These tw
chines were respectively a Dep
sin with a 160:h, p, Gnome flov
Marcel Prevost, and a Hanrlot-Po
monoplane flown by Emile Ved
the brother of the more famous
Vedrines, and also driven by a
p. Gnome.

Both these machines in the G
Bennett race at Rheims covere:
miles in one hour over a close
cuit of about six miles’in circu
ence with some fairly sharp co
in it, 8o that the “straight-away’ |
of these machines must have
well over 140 miles per hour. Pr
won the race simply because he
cleverer at cornering, but the Po
was generally estimated to be a

j 1y & shade faster than the Depe

Not Speed Alone.

¢ 1t 18 just as well to get these fi,
fairly firmly fixed in the mind, be
people who are only just now t
ning to take an interest in flying
‘to think that the Fokker monopl
which do anything between 10|
120 m. p. h, are things which
unthought of before the war, As a
tar of fact, there were also a
British machines which did well
100 .m p. h. before the war, only
dd not happen to meet with th
proval of the theoretical “experts
whose opinion both the Navy ant
Army have hitherto relied in the
jection of aeroplanes. Mere &
bhowever, is not the sole require
in a fighting aeroplane, so that
would like to know something
about the climbing power of this
¥rench machine before going
ecstasies over it
The Fokker machine is not asto
ingly fast for its power, for at
one British aeroplane has as gre
speed with considerably less pc
The real point about the Fokki
that it eimbs so rapidly that it
overtake and attack machines w
happen to be above it, and can
by reaching a considerable he
ve at such vietims as may be be
d thus reach a speed which it c
¢ attain by engine power alo
The French monoplanes whic
have mentioned turned all thels
gine power into speed, and very |
of it into lifting power. Conseq
1y they could not climb fast, nor ¢
they climb to any considerable he
and especially was it impossible
them to land slowly. In fact, wi
ing them land was quite one of
sights of the Rheims meeting
year, for one saw these terrible.
ing machines hurtling along at ¢
100 .m p. h. close to the ground,
the pilots endeavoring to get
down to their lowest flying s
Then the wheels would touch, and
whote machine would, vanigh {
cloud of dust, from w‘:l(h it w
finally emerge about a mile furthes

Power in Pursuit,

Naturally speed is a very impotr
factor in any fighting . machine,
without & fair turn of speed it is
possible to catch a fast enemy
¢hine, but speed without clim
power and without the ability to
Slowly is quite a useless attrit
ven the Fokker has a very dist
t to its climb, for a month or
nch pllots—one of them Henrl
met, the ‘well-known exhibition

Hendon, and the other Prevos
sin of the Deperdusein racing p
e a rald on Metz, each mou
onie of the big twin-engined Cau

planés which have been freque

ustrated recently in various Fre
British papers.

The machines were well laden
bombs, but despite their load they

| p 10 such & height that the Fokl

i though at least 20 m, p, h. faster |

Caudrons, were simply,



