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HISTOIY OF THE BIBLE.

The Books of the Uld lesiament and How
They Were Written.

The c'ay tablets at Babylonia and Assy-
ria were deposited in the libraries, which
were established in the temples of the coun-
try. The papyri ¢f Egypt were preserved
in much the same fachion. Some of the
libraries were very old, and were continu-
ally being added to as time went on. The
American Expedition to Babvlon bas re-
cently been excavating a library at Niffer,
which was formed 3000 B. c., while there
are books or tablets in it which come down
to the age of the Persian Empire. The
o'dest Babylonian library of whieh we know
was created by Sargon who reigned as far
back as 3800 . c. The standard Babylonian
work on astronomy and astrology bad been
originally ccmpiled for this king, and edi-
tion after edition of it was made down to
the last days of the Babylonian monarchy.
Every library was provided with a large
staff of scriber, who were constantly at
work copying, or, as we should say, re-
editing the older literaturr. The copies
were made with scrupulous care; we sre
told when tlere was a fracture in the ori-
ginal, rendering the characters iilegible,
and also whether the fiacture was recent or
not - when again the scribe was uncertain
2. ut the characters which he was to copy,
he either gave all the characters he thought
it might represent, or frankly confessed
that he could not read it.

In Palestine also there were libraries and
scribes like those of Babylonia and Assyria,
For the pre-Israelitish period we have the
testimony of the Tel el-Amarna tablete,
and such Old Testament hints as the name
of the city Kanjath-Sepher, or *'Book-
town,” called Beth-Sopher, *‘the Scribe's
house,” in au Egyptian papyrus. For the
age of the Jewith kingdcm there isan
incidental allusion in the book ot Proverbs
of Solomon which the men of Hezekiab

age of Greece had already begun, and the
Western world was beginning to learn from
the Eastern how to write and read. to
establish libraries and preserve books.
The Jewish commurity had become a sort
of th under the g t of the

our leaders should be of the highest order
that there inflaence may be the best and
the most salutary. But for all common
men the same lesson waits for the learning.
We all have more or less influence. It
may be much more than we think. Looks.
words, mlence, action, all tell wmith more or
less of power, ially on the young.
This sz gift shoul] all be consecrated
to the hij, t ends, to help upward and
onward onr fellow men.

IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL.
El Stuart Phelps Gives Reasons for

high priest, and its bers were
ed in handing down intact the Scriptures
which they bad received. Before the
Ilebrew books were translated into k
for the tenefit of the Greek: ing Jews
of Egypt, and the Old Testament was thus

Her Belief in It.
A sweet old lady, the wife and mother
of missionaries, a saint of the elder fashion,
lay devoutly dying.

[ thought,” she said, “I heard the

transmitted through two sep h !

the Hehd:'s textof Pnledlim and th:chmk
text of eptuagint. yrus made way
for the pmln.:ent scroll, :x‘:d eveuntually in
the sixth century of our era the Massoretes
commenced their work of counting every
letter of the sacred volaume, :nd by means
of the vowel points and accents, of stero-
typing its traditional unciation. Mean-
while the Canen of the New Testament had
been formed, and the books of which it was
com, added to tho:e of the lebre

Bible. Under the of Al d

angels sing.

*But I am not sure,” she added, with a
wise smile; **I shan’t be sure it is the
angels unless they sing a little louder.”

I am asked to answer in a thousand wcris
a question on which the echolars and the
sufferers of two thousand years have ¢x-
pended the heights and the depths of
human thought and anguish: *“What are

the Great book-sellers had multiplied in
the great cities of the civilized world and
large bodies of trained slaves were employ

the for belef in personal immortal-
ity ?”
it would be easier to give them in a

ed to copy the books that were in d d

It was no longer difficult to obtain & copy
of a book, provided the purchaser was will-
ing to r’y its price. The preservation

and multiplication of the Scriptures had
bezome almost as easyas it i3 in our own
time.

THOUGHTS FOR BUNDAY.
Helpful Words Spoken by Some of the
Menand Women of the Time.

“‘Perhaps you bave a great mind, pes-
haps you have an eloquent tongue; It may
be you have a large purse, and can glorify
God and bless mankind with that; but
perhaps you have nothing in the world but
akind sweet smile. Then let that fall upon
some poor life that has no smiles upon it.
R ber that dewdrops glistening in the
sun are just as beautiful as & rainbow—
Charles H: Parkhurat.

“Iam thankful for the pulpit and for
the chance to stand init. What a great
and gracious thing for a manitis to be

King of Judah, copied out.” It is evadent
the example of Babylonia was followed at
Jerusalem, and that there too there was a
library with a body of scribes employed in
re-editing the older literature of the country.
In this way the ancient writings of srael
were preserved and banded down. And it
is not probable that they were edited with
less care than the clay books of Assyria and
Babylonia.

The; prophetical books are full of refer-
ences and quotations which indicate an ac-
quaintance with the works of earlier authors.
Thus the {prophecy against Moab in the
fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of Isaiah is
quoted frcm an older prophet, and adapted
by Isaiah to the circumstances of his own
time, as we learn from the correct trans-
lation of the concluding verses. Thisshould
be: *This is the word that the Lord spoke
concerning,Mosab long ago. But now the
Lord hath spoken” again by his servant
Isaiah, who declares that the glory of Moab
should perish_ within tbree years. Another
passage in the;book of Isaiah (ii. 2-4) is
found also in "his younger contemporary,
Micah (1v. 1-5.) This passage must have
been quoted from elsewhere by Isaiab, as
it begins with the conjunction **and,” and
is incomplete at the end. Itssources, how-
ever, could not have been the prophecies
of Micah, as this 18 forbidden by chrono-
logy, and it follows therefore thatit must
have been quoted by both from a common
original.

‘I'ne books of Kings and Chronicles,
again, allude to various works which have
now been lost. Among them were the
annals of the kingdoms of Jadah and
Samaria, compiled year by year, as well as
historical books like those of the prophets
Gad and Nathan, who recorded the events
of their own time. The date of the com-
pilation of the books of Kings is remark-
able. The books end abruptly with the
reign of Evil-Merodach, who succeeded
his father, Nebuchadnezzar, as king of
Babylon. His reign lasted only two years,
when it was cut short by murder. As his
death is not mentioned, the books of Kings
must have been finished before it too

lace, that is to say, in B. . 561. The

ews at that time were exiles in Babylonia,
and the city and temple of Jerusalem had
been destroyed. Nevertheless itis evi-
dent that the exiles still had access to their
old literature; even the annals of the
northern kingdom bad been preserved
and could be referred toby a writer who
lived in Babylonia. .

The Assyrian monuments have explained
how this could have been the case. The
kingy of Assyria and Babylonia made war
agaikht men, not against books. The
most precious spoil which could be carried
off to Assyria from a captured Babylonian
city was some old text which the libru)y
of Nineveh did not p Nebuch

always pied with ths noblest themes,
to have it for his special mission to help
his fellows in this sinful and dark world to
tell of the radiant Christ. To do this in
the least worthily is worth the intensest
prayers and paius of any man.”"—Wayland
Hoyt.

¢God is teaching us that mysteriously,
but very really, we are members one of an-
other. Our interests are common inter-
ests, and to fight is not only wrong, but
stupid. Capital and labor are respectively
senior and junior members of the same firm,
and until they recognize this the firm can-
not posaibly prosper.”—Evangelist.

*Itis as true today as ever that the
Kingdom of God does not come with ob-
servation. The enrolment of a large mem-
bership is not an fnnquestionable proof of
large spiritual forcefulness in a church.
The attracting of large congregations is not
always a sure sigu ot spiritual power in the
preacher,”—Ierald and Presbyter.

**We cannot lay our hand on the dis-
eased and heal them.... but we can
cause men to feel that God is thinking of
them. . . . Ii men can be induced to believe
in the love of their fellow-men, they are
well on the road to belief in the love of
God.”"—Marcus Dods.

“*Buried alive! I did not so describe
the bright, busy, intensely absorbing lite
my old schoolmate has led, and as for
tame, had she not earned something better
and more rewarding—the consciousness
that she had done her duty in that place
where God had put her.”—Margaret E.
Sangster.

¢Faith is trust. To believe in Christ is
to trust in Him. There is nothing more
simple in the world than the childlike
Christian, trusting in his loviag Savior.
There is nothing mysterious about it. It 18
the child trusting his mother, the client
trustiog his lawyer, the patient trusting his
physician.”—The Midland.

A Mes<age From God.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away ; but
my words shall not pass away. But of
that day and that hour knoweth no man, no,
not the angels which are in heaven, neither
the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed,
watch and pray : for ye_know not when the
timeis . . . . Watch . . . . . lest com-
ing suddenly he find you sleeping, and
what I say unto yon I say unto all, watch.”
Mark 1% : 31-87.

The Better Hypnotism,

There bas been much talk of Jate of an
alleged power sxid to be possessed by cer-
tain strong-minded men over the weaker-
minded, by which they are supposecd to be
able to throw these weaker onmes into a
state of semiconsciousness, and while in
that state to be able to make them obey

I than a column, and one may try to
compress the eternal into newspaper type
with a sense of inadequacy too evident for
waste of words.

The greatest difficulty with our views of
immortality I take to be their lack of de-
finiteness. Most ot us believe something,
we are not sure just what and are quite
sure we do not know why. Few ot us—
fer fewer, I think, than we suppose—hon-
estly consider the pillows of our deathbeds,
be last fizht for breath, tha last reaching
tout for the clasp of a dear hand, and the
last meliing of consciousness into mist and
mistery as the end of ourselves.

Yet how many of us could intelligently
and intelligibly give the precise reasons
wby we expect anytaing better ?

Something is lacking to our usual means
of expressing the greatest article of faith
in the category of human beliets. We are
‘‘not sure it is the angels.” We wait for
them to ‘‘sing a little louder.” .

There can always be at least two grounds
for accepting any valuable belief—becanse
we wish to or because we have to. Each
is improtant in its own way, but to ordin-
ary men and woman, too busy and care-
worn to concern themselves with phil-
osophy or theology, yet shrewdly afraid
of being deluded Ly sugerstition, it seems
to me that the best reason for believing in
the immortality of the soul will always
remain the oldest, the simplest, the most
wholesome and the most human, the short-
est and the easiest to understand—in a
word, the inevitable reason—those that we
cannot escape. It seems to me that they
might be exprested, not philosphically but
practically, somewhat in the following
manner (let it be said just here that I
assume beliet in personal Deity as not the
point now at issue, but as conceded to this
discussion) :

So far as we have means of knowing, all
cn::iuteu things exist for a reason and to an
end.

This world must have been made for a
good reason or a bad one.

Despite numerous apparent arguments
to th: contrary, the general beliet of the
wiser and better portions of mankind has
concluded in tke conviction thet God is
good.

Unless we have clearer light on the sub-
ject than we now command, it is wise to
r«stec.t this general conviction, and to
make it the basis of whatever views we may
hold upon the gravest questions raised by
the phenomens of life. ;

It God is a bemg both intelligent and
good, he is not likely to make an enormous
mistake or to commit a cruel crime.

If this lite be the end of experience to
the inhabitants of this world, its creation
would be a m'stake, or would con-
stitute such a crime.

1 do not think that any thoughtful or de-
vote seeker after truth need hesitate at this
gropoailjon. or indeed need go very far

evond it, unle:s be chooge.
o trained and delicate eye can escape
the terrible disproportion between misery

'nhi;:-ghtnmd’ :edon much
or circulatioa the bedy. Is the
heartbeat of the so1l n-inur.a{ler.

1he Child Lharact:r.

The first character of rght childbood is
that itis modest. A well bred child does
not thick it can teach its parents, or that it
knows cvery thing. It may think that its
father and mother know every thing—per-
haps that all grown-up people know every
thing ; very certairly it 1s sure that it does
not. And it is always asking questions
and wanting to know more. A second
character of right childhood is to be faithtul.
Perceiving that its father knows best what
18 good for it, a noble child trusts him wholly
gives him its band, and will walk bhnd-
tolded with him if he bids it. A third char-
acter of right childhood is to be loving and
genervus.  Give a little love to a child and
you get a great deal back. It loves every
thing near it when it isa right kind ofa
child; would always give the best it has
away if you need it; does not lay plans for
gettirg everything in the house for itselt,
and delights in helping people—you cannot
please it so much ae by giving ‘it a chance
of being uselul in ever so little a way. And
because ot all these characters it is cheerful.
Putting its trust in its father, it is caretul
for nothing: being tull of love to every
creature, it is always happy, whether in its
play orits duty. So, then you have the
child's chiracter in these four things—
bumi ity, faith, charity, and cheerfulness.
—Ruskin.

Learning and Deing.

**We learn to do by doirg.” This is
one of the d ims ot the d
educationist. But it is not merely the do-
ing with hands cr head that makes the
whole duty of him who is seeking an ecu-
cation or the building of character. We
must learn to love by loving. We must
act toward, acd do for, the unlovely one
such things as we would do for those whom
we account as lowely. Tlinking love's
thoughts, speaking love's words, doing
love’s deeds, 18 to make the unlovely lova-
ble and to learn to love by loving.

How To Be Miserable.

Think about yourself—about what you
want, what you like, what respect people
ouﬁht to pay you, wkat people think of you,
and tken to you nothing will be pure. You
will spoil everything you touch; you will
mske misery for yourselt out of everything ;
you will be as wretched as you choose on
earth, or in heaven either. Inheaven either
I say, for that proud, greedy, telfish, self-
seeking spitit would turn heaven into Lell.
It did ture heaven into hell for the great
devil himselt. It was by pride, by secking
bis own glorv, that he fell from heaven to
hell.—Kingsley.

Siuful Nature Deflued.

Sinning is one thing and a sinful nature
13 another; and we see no evidence in
Scripture that the latter is ever eradicated
completely while we are in the body. If
we could see ourse lves with (vod's eve, we
could doubtless discover sinfulness lying
beneath our most joylul moments ot unsin-
ning conduct, and the stain of our old and
fallen nature so discoloring our whitest
actions as to convince us that we are not
faultless in His presence.—Dr. Gordon.

What Words Can Do.

The ¢ffect of our words for good or for
evil, for encouragement or discourage-
ment, cannot be over-estimated. ‘Loid,
keep Thou the door of our lips." Says a
writer: *No man has a prosperity so high
or firm but two or three words can dis-
hearten it. There is no calamity which
words will not begin to redress.’—Pres-
byterian Journal.

To Cure Indigestion.

Who can describe the sufferings of the
victim of chronicindigestion.

Words are power.ess. One thought fills
the mind of the tutfrrer day and night.
How shall I be cured? Unable to sleep,
no pleasure in eating, the almost constant
torture of pains in the stomach, like a bur-
den.

To such a sufferer Hawker's nerve and
stomach tonic comes as & priceless bless
ing. This great remedy will cure the
most obstinate cases of chronic indigesticn.
Its wonderful power as a stomach tonic
and aid to digestion is without parallel.
It does the work thoroughly and effects a
complete cure. Itisalso a blood and
flesh builder, and nerve and brain invigor-
ator. [ts use restores health and strength.
Itis sold by all druggi:ts and dealers it
50 cts per bottle or six bottles for $2 50
and is manutactured only by the Hawker
Medicine Co. (l.td) St. Jobn N. B. and
and New York city.

g of Sweet OIl,

sud tappiness in this world, the
proportion of moral evil in it—n short, the
overpowering presence ot the forces known
by the old fashioned words sin and suffer-
ing.

If there is no sequel to this draws of
woe, why not frankly say that we are the
victims of an awful connivance of powel;

After the olive oil has been roughly but
honestly made, it is carried across the
yard to another room, the walls ot which
are linad with huge red terra cotta vessels
kept carefully closed. Into one of these
the oil is poured and left to settle, sansa
being heaped well up around the vessel to
intain a high temperature within. When

with opportunity sgainst help of a

which itis inconceivable that any but & | the oil is fi
lefi or an irresponsible Deity could

be capable P water.

Life is an unfinished story. We stand in
the thick and dark ot the plot. ' Its Author
is bound by the moral ?Mn ot His own
being to carry on the tale to & just and in-
telligible ending. He ir under eternal

bligations to eternal creation and reason

their will and do their in every
detail. It may be that this new **hyhno-
tism” is but the old ‘‘meemerism” spelled
with a new name. And just as the old

i led and d the curious

nezzar, as his inscriptions show, was him-
selt a patron of literature, and it is there-
fore more than probable that when ke took
Jerusalem he would have carefully re-
moved the library he found there to one
of the numerous libraries of his own
country, The Babylonians took a good
deal of interest in the nations round about
them, and some of the tablets they have
begq; d to us in the names ot
foreign deities, as well as lists of foreign
words with their Babylonian equivalents.
As for the literary works of the northern
kingdom of Israel, the ‘‘men of Hezekiah,”
who copied out the proverbs of Solomon,
would have teen glad to secure as many
of them as possible. The writings of the
northern prophets, Amos and Hosea,
must have been preserved in this way; in-
deed, the prophecies of Hosea contain
clear evidence that they have been edited

by a Jew.
After the return from the exile there
were no longer any difficulties in the trans-

missionof the sacred books. The lite

for a little while, and then passed away,
8o this new hypnotism will in all probability
soon pass from the thoughts and talk of men.
Charlatans may for a time make fame snd
fortune by their mystic performances, but
hlpnotilm will never take its place among
the great forces of the world. The weakest
and shallowest minds will soon grow weary
of being waved off to sleep, to become the

to j;-tily His own scheme ot creation ; and
it is more than presumable (since He is
not & monster or a maniac) that He in-
tends to do so.

It the Creator has made a planet full of
suffering never to be relieved, ot mourners
never to be comforted, of love never to be
satisfied, of grief never to be assusged, in-
nocent hope never fo be exercised, aspira-
tion never to be realized, evil never to be
conquared, and doers of evil n ver to be
either punished or gnriﬁed—il, in & word,
this whole scheme o! th%: is the freak ot

of accident of &

prorny cf some profe g
And yet there is no form of egregious error
that does not seem at least to have at the
very heart of it some central core of truth.
Strong minds do affect weak mlindl. There

lent fan
blind force, thenoiyn are face to face with
difficulties se much greater than the diffi-
culty involved inthe dootrine of immor-
tality as madness thl:n sadder than sanity, and

are some men 80 mighty as lead

they seem to d most
‘M{ unquestioning obedience of their fol-
lowers. In war such men as Wellington,
or Napoleon, or Grant, only had to draw
the sword and lead the way and thousands
followed, even though death stared them
fully in the face. Ia politics Cavour and
Gambetta, Gladstone and Baine bave had
jugtnol;,_lo ing. Some men weild a

R

mighty imp itis that

There are many valuable reasons for a
beliet in everlasting life upon which this is
not the place to . I suggest that
the best of them is that we have not yet
ftound any better way of accounting for the
mystery of creation.

When we do, it may be time te drain
from the veins of humanity the old and

ly poured off it is of & lovely
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EDIS_ON MIMEOEE_AP

the invention of MR. THOMAS A. EDISON, is an exponent of the beat class of modern® busitess
facilities. It is a reduplicating device of great capacity, simple construction and easy wmunipulation. 1t
is arranged for reduulicattng either or both typewritiag and handwriting.

1t will give 1500 copies of & tvpewritten ietter or circular, all perfect. It will give 3000 copies of an
autographic letter or circular, all tac-similes. It will do us much with & drawing, disgram or tabulated
statement. The very name it bears is evidence that the Edison Mimeograph is first-class In design,
munfacture and results.

It occupies a prominent p'ace in the oflices of over 130,000 users to-lay. Stcc:ss is a grea
recommendation.

Seud for catalogue and samples of work to

Ira Cornwall, - Gen’t Agent,

Bourd of Trade Building, Canterlury St., St. John, N. B.
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golden color, asclear and transparent as
But it is not destined to reach the
ublic in this arcadian state. Scarcely
Eu it lett the hands ot the peasants betore
it is ipulated and adul d to such
an extent that even in Florence pure olive
oil is almost unobtainable.

Cotton oil, coize oil, etc., are mixed
with it, rendering it absolutely hurtful to
the consumer. The Italian government
has offered prizes for the discovery of a
method of exposing the adulteration. At
present no more certain way has been found
than that of Professor Bechi, a well-known
Italian chemist. He treats the oil in ques-
tion with nitrate lt:( silver, and judges of
dulteration by the i I —
Good Words. .

igorous lifeblood of eternal . Until
m, why not give it all tbeh:gl.m and

A Pure White Soap, |

; Made from vegetable oils |4
t possesses all the qualities
of the finest white Castile
Soap.
The Best Soap for
Toilet & Bath Purposes,

it leaves the skin soft smooth
; g and healthy.
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ASK YOUR I MPHRIATL.
DEALERJFOR gmz' s,
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MENZIE, TORNER & Co., } =-Sceriess.

Shade Manuiacturerato the Trade, Torento: )

Best.

Sold by.lall reliable :dealersa.: -




