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PROPOSED BRIDGE TO CONNECT THE EAST AND WEST SIDES OF GREATER ST. JOHN

THE PACIFIC PROVINCE

NEEDS

POPULATION

Famers Wit Gaptal Find Good Openings — Survy- Work
Backward — Seftiement Retarded Because
Lands are Not Staked.

VICTORIA, B. C.. April 1.—British
Columbia needs surveyors, and far-
mers and railways, and highways and
laborers and a few other things and
the only conditiion is that these be
supplied = equitably. The surveyors
are needed to mark out the lands in
the newer portions of the Province,
lands which should offer every in—
ducement to the settler, hut which are
now in a wild and uninviting state.
The farmers are needed to cultivate
. these--lands and bring -forth from

them the grain, the fruit and the

other produce which must satisfy the
of an ever-increasing popula-

- tion., . The railways are required for
purpose of “joining up” the habit-

able areas and.opening up the way by
means of which the settler can ship
his _produce , to the markets of the
“vorld. ‘The highways, or trails, or
roads, must be built—in some cases
they must be hewn out—in order that
opportunities may be given to the
settlers, present or prospective, to
reach the centres of population or to
ecome into touch with the railway
eystem of the Province. The laborers
will find their place in the great pro-
gramme of donstruction and develop-
ment, the ocarrying out of which has
only<been begun.

. UNEQUAL DISTRIBUTION OoF
) : MEN.

The difficulties in the way 'of pro-
moting settlement’ in the past have
arisen not only from the scarcity of
men at particular times, but also from
ihe impossibility of arranging the dis-
tribution so that the supply might be
absorbed © with the ' greatest benéfit.
‘While it i8 undoubtedly true that at
the present time ‘there is room for the
countless- thousands from the older
cpuntries of the world who are desir-
ous -of establishing themselves in new
homes. It would not be well for the
immigrants to come in ‘“bBunches.”
The broad prairiés of the middle west
can take in gettlers by the hundred
every day and the effects can scarcely
be noticed in a review of the gen-
eral situation. The land there  is
ready for cultivation, and it can give
its increase within 2 very short time
after settlement begins. The same
cannot be said of British Columbia: If
five hundred farmers from Ontario or
the western States were to arrive at
Vancouver tomorrow, with the ex-
pectation of taking up land, they!
would ecxperience: many disappoint-
ments. If they came over to Victoria
.and asked the Provincial Government
to supply them ‘with homesteads,
there would be a commotion in official
clreles, without any advantage to the

with the immigrant's desire to

.yet started.

homeseekers. The truth is that there
are millions of acres of arable land in
various parts of the province whien
would furnish excellent opportunitics
to farthers, but these areas are not
available for settlement as yet. There
are many obstacles which interfere
take
up land. The Provinclal government
controls large tracts which have not
bheen surveyed. The Dominion Govern-
ment - has the disposition of an im-
mense tract lying within the railway
bhelt, the greater portion of which . is
also upsurveyed. The Provincial land
lies chiefly in the northern part of the
Province, being contiguous to the line
of the Grand Trunk Pacific Raitway.
It is not open for settlement, and will
not ‘be opened until the surveyors:
have*done their work. They have not
The Dominion Govern-
ment land is not as attractive from
the  settler’s point of view, although
there are portions of it which would
make cxcellent farms. The failure on
the part of the surveyor to make his
appearance is felt in all the mew re-
gions, and until the sections are
staked out there wil be little eXcuse
for a discussion of the opportunities
for settlement. :

IMMIGRATION IS SMALL,
The Government officials here say

| that farmers are now coming into the

Province as fast as they can be ac-
commodated with homesteads,  but the
total immigration is insignificant in
comparison with that which is invad-
ing Alberta and Saskatchewan. The
fertile valleys of southern British
Columbia - are attracting settlement,
but cultivation there is on a special-
ized basis and “free farms for the
millions” are not to be had. Fruit-
raising -seems to be the only industry
which 4s practicable for the farmers
in that section of the Province, and
capital is required before such an un-
dertaking can ‘be seriously considered.
The man with capital can indeed find
good openings for investment in any
of the industries in British Columbia,
and. this applies 'with special force to
farming. The element. of risk is com-
paratively small when the advantages
of soil and climate are weighed with
it, and the certainty of a hungry mar-
ket makes it unnecessary for the tiller
of the soil to worry over the problem
of disposing of the output.

RAILWAYS PROJECTED.

The railway question is settling it-
self slowly, as the natural resources
of the Province reveal themselves.
The Canadian Pacific is still the do-

minant factor, as it is in other por-
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i tions of the west, and it has practi- ;

cally a monopoly of the traffic in the
older districts. *“Jim” Hill is a com-

! petitor in the narrow strip close to |

[ the American boundary, but the com-
petition is not very strenuous as yet.
In the north the Grand Trunk Pacitic
is changing the face of nature. The
section between . Prince Rupert and

the Yellowhead  Pass, which is' to be |

served by the new:.line, is as rich in
resources as any other portion of the

Province, and #¢ nceds only a rallway |

in order to give a good account of
itself. It is regarded’ as certain that
the Grand Trunk '{ Pacific will build
a line to Vancguyer. and there is a
fair assurance that the
Pacific will cross $ite- Rocky Mountains
with a line fromCentral Alberta and
strike for the co]
Rupert. i
the Canadian Northern interests, wait-
ing for an opportunity to secure a
foothold in British Columbia and to
participate in ‘the great transporta-
tion business of the Pacific slope.
While these companies are planning
and contriving, it is not to be forgot-
ten that Mr. Hill has his ear to the
ground. He has reaped big returns
from the few branches  he has con-
structed, especially in the Kootenay
district, and he is determined 'to; en-
large his sphere of activity. On the
whole, the transportation situation is

Canadian '

at or near Prince |
In the Mackground there are |

rather lively. and the near future does !

not give any indication of dullness.
The railways will not come as fast as
they are needed, but they will come
more rapidly than ever before, and

there is cause for satisfaction in that |

feature.

BUILDING ROADS AND BRIDGES.
The colonization work of the Pro-

vineciai Government consists largely of

the construction of roads and bridges |
in the new areas. Settlement is ex- |
tremely sparse in British Columbia as'

yet. and the facilities for extending
it are increasing slowly a{ best. There
are so many districts which might of-
fer inducements to settlers,
distances separating these
established communitiés are so great,
that the task before the Government
fs enormous. The revenue of the Pro-
vince is chiefiy devoted to the exten-
sion of this work, and although the
amount of the expenditure increases
from year to year, the' needs seem to
grow at an equally rapid rate. -The
progress of thé work of development
and improvement demonstrates the
necessity for openlng up additional
districts every year. The clamor for
better transportation routes in the
rural communities is answered in some
measure by heavier legislative appro-
priations, and the total sum now e

pended annually on highways and sim-
jlar works is more than the entire

sum raised as revenue a few years:
ago. Meeting the public demands in !

this respect partakes of the character
of an endless chain. New hizhways
mean additions to the population, due

to the improvement in the facilities :
The !

for reaching the new areas.
growth of settlement in turn involves
the necessity of making. further pro-
vision for catering to the wants of the
people concerned. The Legislature
does what it considers to be its full
duty in arranging for the construction
of these public works, but the demand
widens. The pressure is withstood, for
the time being, by taking every advan-
tage of a buoyant rcvenue.
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YES, BIG BARGAINS AGAIN THIS WFEK

STR

IN'S
‘Special Friday and Satyrday Sales.

Lot Colored Shirt Waists in Cambrics and corded Percales, neat stripes, etc.,

$1.00 regular. .
Another lot white Lawn

Moire, Fancy Stripe and Black Sateen Und

Friday and Saturday 76c¢.

Waists are $i.50 and $1.60.

Friday and Saturday,

ergkirts, $1.50 quality, at
$1.19 Friday and Saturday,

$1.19.

 Corsets, Special Quality, at.69c.
Ladies’ Under Vests and Drawers 21¢. Regular price, 30c.
Our 15¢ English Cambrics, 12 1-2¢ Friday and Saturday,
Lot Curtain Muslins, 10c, 12¢, 15c—Friday and Saturday 9¢ yard.
Cotton Challis, very neat spots and figures, 10g—regular 15c.
Cotton Cashmere—Black, cream, brown, pink, blue, {§¢ yard.
New lot Roller Towelling, 7¢, 8¢s 9¢, marked 10c, 11c, 12¢ regular priee.
‘White Cotton, 34 inch wide, ¢ yard.
Lot Hamburg from 10c to 20c—Friday and Saturday 9¢ yard.
Lot White Lawn Waists, little mussed and soiled, were $1.50 to $2.00—179s.

ROBERT STRAIN @ CO,,
27 and 29 Charlotte Street.
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Folloaving the action of the Coaimon

Council in approving the Navy Isiand

bridge bill an interest has developed
in the project that has been notorious-
ly lacling before. For some months
the scheme has been pushed doggedly,
but with so little noise that the news
of its present development has been
generally received with suprise.

The plans for the bridge as prepared

by Eigineer Hout provide for the use |
of the roadway from Smythe street to
the west side of the Long Wharf east
of Gregcry’s office, to Navy Island,
thence to Union street, West Side. The
bricge is to be double decked, the frst !
floor being fitted up for electric and !
steam railways and the second for
team and foot passengers. An inter-
esting feature of the structurc if bulit
as at present planned is the roller lift
_draw. Althcugh the device is used * X-
tensively in the United States and

Nayy dsland Bridge
Elevalion and Plan
arn Channel Crossing
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abroad its application here will be on
of the first in Canada. The draw is |
perfectly counierbalanced and lifts au-
tomatically when started, although
stean: iz used in its cperation In the
event of anything going wrong the
draw will lift of itself and remain in
an elevated position.

Ald. Scully, who is chiefly responsible
for tlie scheme's developm3nt so iar,
is enthusiastic as tc its possibilifie.
He stated to 'Che Sun yesterday that
the bridge was -principally a business
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proposition, and one wonthy of the.
nublic's best consideration. He figured
that the revenue to be derived fr»n?
the steam and electric railways ‘o be
sufficient to meet all charges for ims
terest on the amount invested, ané
peirted out that the ferry’s ten thou-
sand dollars of this year would pay
the four per cent, interest on two hun
dred and fifty theisand dollars, 1t}
aclual amount the, city would be as

to ceniribute in the construction of
bridge

.
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LABOR CONDITIONS ARE UNSET-
TLED.

.’I‘he labor problem is a public ques-
tion . in itself. There are many ele-
me'r'us entering * into its consideration
which are mot factors of the same
probiem in other parts of Canada, and
‘it is mot to be regarded as surprising
that: public men are looking anxious-
ly .for a solution of the difficultics
‘wh‘ich are associated with it. In the
| first s place it is to be noted that an
unysnally large proporticn of the
popwiation of British Columbia resides
in the cities and large towns. One
might also go so far as to say that
haif the people live in five cities. The
rural. communities, indeed. occupy an
insignificant + placez in the statistics
of pepulation. It is generally® found
that’ in the larger centres tlicre ic an
exceseive supply of labor of a certain
clasgs.  especially in the winter monihs,
while ‘in the small towns af country
districts there is sure to t,a short-
agerin the summer season. The cost
of living is another imortant facior
in the situation. The chmate is mild,
respects that of
many States in the American Union,
but- the prices which ‘the ordinary

" mortal pays for the necessaries of life

are ffar ahove $hose which prevail in
other warm countries, Sitreet car
tickets and 'postage stamps are cbtain-

able 'at the usual rates, and these are !

conspicuous exteptions to the general
rule;: : Wages are not projortionate
to the cost of living. and it is this
argimient which gives to the lubor
class its basis for agitation and dis-
content. The competition of the
Jananese and Chinese in some classes
of work aggravates the trouble which
has ‘always been associated with the
introduction of reeruits from Asia.
There is a demand for some types of
laborers at good wages, but all-the¢-
vear-round employment cannot be
guarantced.  If a man Js content
live in a small place and to accommo-

date bimself to the work which is of- |
_fered him he may find a way to make !

a_satisfactory living. Premier Me-
Bride says that he knows where to
place five hundred Jaborers in the
Westminister district at the present
time, but he does not know where he
can- find the right men. He de-
clares that the tendency of the labor-
seckers to conaregate in the big cities
constitutes a great obstacle to the set-
tlemeut of the employment question,
and he expresses the opinion that the
difficulties will continue until the gen-
eral run of workers show a keener
desire to adapt themselves to the
conditions with which they are met.
it is a well known fact that the min-
ing towns eand the fruit-growing dis-
tricts in the southeastern portion of
the province can wusually absorb all
hte laborers who offer their services
hut the supply of reliable men is not
sufficient to meet the demand. There
is a surplus of irresponsible work-
. dodgers, and the instability of busi-
ness conditions there is often trace-
“able to the lack of permanency which
characterizes employment engage-
ments

i

MOVING IN RIGHT DIRECTION.:
The commercial, transportation and

social conditions of this great Province , an

W ‘appear to be in a state of flux at the respect.
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MURRAY AND THE HATGHES

" 1RE SENT P FOR THIL

[ ¥ % ¥

ANDOVER, April 1.—The second day
of the examination of Murray and the
Hatches, charged with complicity in
the murder of Iid. Green, dragzged
slowly through and ended - with the
three prisoners being committed for
trial. The perfect resignation of Tony
and Leon to their fate is wonderful.
They have given up every hope and
seem to feel ready to go to the great
unknown. Neither of them made the
least show of emotion, altheugh they
were both on the stand nearly a whole
day. The occasional clashes between
Mr. Jones and Mr, Carter are a pleas-
ant variation to the monotony of the
evidence. Murray shows remarkable
composure although at times he seems
to be nervous.

Ex remely Uneasy

James and Andrew Hatch are ex-
tremely uneasy and apparently very
easily aroused to anger.

The people of Victoria county are
much interested in the procedings and
are anxiously awaiting the outcome.

The afternoon proceedings opened at
145 with the eross-examination of
Seppepil. Considering: that he has no
education and is speaking through an
interpreler he did remarkably well.

Mr. Joneg opened on asking: Did you
have some. talk with Tony since noon?
No.

Didn't yeu tell him anything at all?
No.

Now when you got to the end of the
dump Sunday with Murray and Tony
aid you go down the line? We stopped
there and Murray went back.

Then what ¢id you do? We walted
. until we heard the wwords all right and
, then we went.
| How far was Sandy away then? We
{

present time, but the tendency is in
the riaht direction. British Columbia
is findng herself, and is directing her
course wth caution and prudence. The
l-clements in the population which have
contributed to her prosperity so 'far
aro availing themselves of the best ex-
perience of older communities, and
{tiere is no doubt about the future. It
is to be regretted that the relations
with the rest of Canada are not more
intimate, and that the feeling of iso-
Jation is not passing away more rapid-
ly. There is room for a feeling of
gratification, however, in the realiza-
tion that the bonds are being tizht-
cned, and that the general sense of the
neople is in favor of a better under-
standing with the central and eastern
portions of the Dominion. The steady
influx of people from the older Pro-
vinces is gradually ‘paving the way to
improved state of affairs in this
A. E. B.

could see each other.

Cduld you see the camp? No.

Could Murray? Yes.

How do you know where Hatch was
when Murray said all right? They
were at the door when we left.

Did you say you heard Hatch say all
right? No, sir, I heard Murray say all
right.

Did James Hatch put the money in
the trunk? Yes, when the policeman
came.

What kind of ‘a trunk
iron trunk.

Where was this trunk? It was be-
hind the stove.

You gave .Hatch the money did you?
Yes.

Where had you carried it? In my
vest pocket.

How much’ money was there? Tony |
said $2.600.

Was it all put in the trunly? What I
had was, but 1 don’t Xknow where
Tony's was.

was it? An

i there

Will you swear you saw Murray
again after he gave you the bag? Yes..

Where was he? Near the camp. ==

You say Tony shot Green? Yes; we:
were together. 4 e

How do you know Tony did it?
fired at the Jew and Tony at Green.

Did Tony go with you to get the
box? No; I searched him.

Who opened the box? Tony.

You didn’t carry satched into the
woods? Not far. -

Who carried the box and satchel 61\
the woods? 1 did. 1

Did you hide some of the watche§"in
the woods? Did you hide the mougy
No. o

Did you say this morning that you
hid the money there? No. ¥ el

Did vou find some money in Greel’s;
pockets? Yes, in his pocketbook:

How many shots did Tony fire? Only
one.

Did he load his gun again?
fhad mo more.

Was there any charge in your gnn
when you threw it away? Yes, about
sfive. -

Did you try to shoot vourself ?

Did Tony? 1 didn't see him.

Was there anybody else there when
Sandy gave the bag to you ? No. &'

How many pairs of Shoes were therg
in the baiy? Two pairs. e

Where did you leave the bag? By
the fire. :

L2ave anything in it?
bread and a pair of shoes.

i 8

*

No; he

No.

Yos: the

When you started out Saturday
morning did you-have one gun or two?
1 had a gun.but Tony had none. \

What else did you bave? Our valises.
Did you ever see Edward Greene be-
fore the shooting? No.

Didn’t you meet the peddlers on your
way to Plaster Rock? No.

You told Mr. Carter, didn’t.you; that
you are under sentence for: the mur-
der of Edward Greene? Yes.

You gave evidence on the last trial?
Yes, but it was all a made up le.

Have you talked any with  Tony
about the evidence vou are gi\'ing to-
day? No. we have been talking about
having to die in 33 days.

Did Tony tell you what he said ves-
terday? No.

Have you never talked of it since
the last trial? No, we talked about
having to die and we wanted to pray
God to save us.

Did you wmeet Mr. Lovely on Satur-
day? Yes: g

Have any talk with him? Tony ask-
ed him for a match.

Did he stop his team? Yes.

How many guns did you have? Only
my gun.

Who was in the camp when Murray
told wvou about the peddlers? The
three prisoners, Frank, Tony and the
little boy.

Was there anything said about what
you were going to do with the money?
They said we would all be rich.

How did Sandy know the old man
had it? He saw me when I gave it to
Hatch.

Didn’t you say Murray went to work
the first time you were there? Yes,
but I think he saw me, for he came
back and went behind the camp.

Didn’t you say there was no one

) there but the old man? Xes,

You said when the water hoy said.
the police was coming he weat to bed
No his father did. ~=

Was the old man sock that daxf®

" When te said the poilce was coming
l he made believe sick.

When -you left Sunday morning~wa¥
everybody awake? Yes. .

Frank Neil? _Yes.

Did_you enjoy sceing Hatch singing
amnd danc¢ing in the jail here? ' Not

i much.

Do youn want to see- Halch get free?
Yes: T've got to die; but I would like
to see him go free. :

Did you expect
what you said at your laststrial ?

| knew they couldn’t believe us.
jury gave us a good ftrial. o

Do you expect them to believe yow
now? T don’t know if they bélieve me
or not, but it’s all true. that all. e
Who was with you -vhen you ninae
up the story you told on the last trial?
All the help. o

What did you do with your valise?
Sold it to the old man after T was sen:
tenced to death. s

This concluded
tion et

Mr+ Jones made & lengthy plea fOF
the acquittal of his clients. s

Mr. Carter's address although ex-
ceedingly brief was very forcible.

Mr. McQuarrie said he could not
possibly dismiss the case at the stags
of the proceedings. pof

After consulting with Mr. Mike Mutia
ray for about half an hour Mr. Jonas
announced that the defense would call
no witnesses. “e

The prisoners are committed fax
trial. Mr. Carter will communic@ls
with the Atterney General at once a8
it is probable that a speedy trial W
be called.

people ta helieve
1

.
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