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BY PURENESS, BY KNOWLEDGE—BY

SAINT JOHN, NEW-BRUNSWICK.
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of life. The mysterious principle which causes
the lungs to play and the pulse to beat, which

For the Chri: W

or permits all - bodily growth, or
t, derives its origin from him; all animal

P v

“ The Word.”

No. 1.

ETERNAL, PERSONAL, AND DIVINE,— AUTHOR OF
SBUBSTANCE AND SPIRIT.

The welfare of our souls demands a know-
ledge of Jesua. ;

Saving truth is indeed exceedingly simple,

and intelligible to a child, yet the simpie, truth
to which we must cling for salvation is not isola-
ted, For its meaning and its power it dépends
on other truths. The mere ancosncement that
s Jew named Jesus was crueifi.d in the
days of Pontius Pilate would be without
moral effect. We must consider not only
the death, but also the life of Jesus. What
actions did he perform? what words did he
speak P what disposition did he exhibit ? what
sufferings did he endure ? at what end did he
aim P But we need to extend our enquiries still
further, *Itis not enough that we should admire
the sublindi ‘o’ bis téachings, the and
moral gnndeur of his charaster, nor that we
should feel touchéd by thie'record of his undeser-

ved sufferings.’ 'What wase the nature of this be-
ing ? what influence had be over human affairs
beyond the moral influence of character and
pelf-sacrifice ? How came it that his sufferings
and death were accepted by God in behalf of the
guilty ? We must study the life of Christ, but
to understand the record, we must go back long
beyond the period when a bost of angels herald-
ed hie birth in Bethlehem, and we must follaw
him long after the moment when the elouds re-
ceived him out of the sight of his aposties.
While the crucifixtion is the central points of
Christianity, without which its truths and gvents
are unintelligible ‘and: ineflective, at the same
time this event derivés its importance from the
fact that here all truth converges.

It is & star not ouly self luminous— but jueffa-
bly glorious by rays whichstream €rom all revea-
led light.

To understand the worth of the atonement,
the reason of its éfficacy we must possess enlarged
views of the nature, and dignity of the Redeem-
er, To this end however we need not vange
over the whole ‘of Revelation. A careful study
of the few verses with which John introduces his
sketch of the lile of Christ, will enable .us to
comprehend the natare, the digmity, and the
work of him whose life upon the earth is so fally
recorded in the gospels.

The infinite intelligence dwelt not slone in the
of the im ble period before eter--
nity. Inthe beginning ere the firs: ereative fiat
went forth, there existed not only mtelligence
but expression, not only mind but wisdom, met
only the Divine Thought but the Word. Before ’
the existence of form, matteror finite life, the
invisible and unsearchable was not only comsci-
ous of exi and of the p ion of every
perfection in infinite dégree, but He was glor+
ous ; His excellencies were revealed. He could

late them in h vho-utbeel-l
gence ofhuglurylnd the exlcl image of his
substance, God is love, in eternity as well as in
time. Then as now he loved and was loved,

Before creation,and all along the past eternity
the Word or Logos was' in intimate comme-
nion with God. ©* To the Word the Divine
thought ‘was fully revealed. To him God unfold-
ed all s pérfection, purposes and thoughts. He
wag the objeét of Divine love. In Him also God

infused all his own excellencies and emergies.}:

Beforé thé werld was, the Word was with God
beheld and expressed all his glory, received and
reciprocated all his love, understood and rejoiced

in all his purposes. : ;
But the Word didgnot exist ag independent of

- of those imuitions which seem to flow in spon-

life, whether of the insect, the brute,or the man,
flows from him alone.
life—the life of arational being. There isa
principle as mysterious as that which ani-

in sction the

There 'is also a higher

mates the visible vor'd, a principle -hnch keepi

goapel of his kingdom. It would be natural to
think, that that system of religion which curbs
the passions and restraina the evil propensities of
the heart—a system which is natural rejected
and hated by all men, would need some mighty
agencies to procure ifs success, Who would
aave thought that a handful of fishermen without
wealth or influeuce, wonld have been selected to

utter forth the tru‘hs of that heaven born Chris-

of the rational soul. This principle—this noble
life also proceeds from the Word. In him it
originated, and however irregular may be its
manifestations ; by him it is perpetuated. Bat
there is a yet higher form of life. It is evident
that a man may be in badily heaith, and enjoy
the use of his mental facnltire, and yet be desti-
tute of the highest form of life. In what state is
he whose thonglits and afféctions are placed ex-
clusively on earthly things, and whose moral
sense is powerless over the will? Theidiotis a
raviondlly dead being. Hé whose higher facul-
ties do eot rightly discharge their functions, who
cansot ‘lift his thoughts abeve what is seen or
temporal, who feels no fove for, no attraction to
the heavenly father, whose conscience is sacred
or inoperaiive, is spiritually dead. He truly
lives, whose spiritual pow ers act in harmony with
their patare and destiny, whose mind can con-
template the infinite and and invisible God, who
can render 1o Him some return of reverence and
love, who feels atiracted towards the source of
every excelleace, and impelled to live in accor-
dance with the Divine will. . The higher life
whether operative in men or aagels is denved
exciosively from the Word. He is the fountain
whence flows all over the universe the stream
which acimates alike, morials and immortals
which not only cause the motions of the animal
but the operations of inteliect, and which alss
produce all the manifestations of spiritual - life
exhibited by created intelligences, whether on
earth or in heaven.
Bat this word this infinite sea of life, is also
the light of men.  Eves the lowest form of life,
that of the animal, needs light. But the higher
life meeds still more a light corresponding with
its nature. Deprive the mind of all knowledge

taneously and of that knowledge which is derived
from withoat, and it will remain io a state of un-
consciousness. Light is necessary to mental life.
So nhpirimnlﬁ?s. No matter how fitted the mind
might be for heavenly ‘contemplation, nc matter
what might be the purity ofshe heart,and the power
of conscience over the will,—knowledge of God
and of duty must be acquiréd, ere the phenome-
oz of life will be eshibited in sweet medita-
tion, heavenly aspirations, pure affcction, and
holy deeds. The hfe is also the light of man.
“To him we are indebte] for the intuitions of the
of the understanding, the knowledge of whatever
truths we have acquired, whether relating to the
patural or spirit world, whether made known
directly and natorally through the mind, or by
buman instructions or by inspired reyelations,

Man was made a living soul.- Life in all its
forms was givén to him. Nor did he dwell in
darkuess. He possessed all the knowledge which
was mecessary or useful to him. But he fell.—
Did the Word then cease to:operate? Did the
light cease foshine?  For many long centuries
fallen mea abode in darkness. Neverthéless the
true light was shining but like the ‘willfully blind
they kept their eyes =hut though, sunshine was
streaming all around. Toe Word was insiructing
them by the suggestions of their own understand-
ings, by the monitians cf their consciences, from
the open-book of nature, and many, of them by
the lips of inspired men. Nevertheless, none re-
econized the presence of this Divioe luminary—
or heeded the instructions which wore given. In

temn,eomenéné, lffecnon, nnd all (he powerl

or inferior to God. Though distinet they were
yet united. There was not osly idemiity of
thought, similarity. of character, equality of per~
fection, unity of purpose, a mutusl and infinite
love, but. ohm-u-ho .nmtyef being. ‘l'hc

the existence of the other. Tlu tbo-gln.ah

tion, purpose of each was the same. The Word
was God. Yet in consistency with this mysteri-
ous and inexplicable unity—the Word was dis<
tinet from the Great I AM, self existent, in har.
monious communion with Him from the begin.

the light skone in darkness, for many a long cen-
tury but the darkness comprehended iLAnot.

vain they were assured, and’ by the great teacher
that there was one living and true God, that sin
was an abominable thing, “hat it results in misery
and déath. In vain were they taught much of
the will of God, in reference to themselves, their

earth! But God often crowns with success the
feeblest servants of his church, that no flesh may
glory in his presence. Indeed it is only when
the preached word is attended with the energy
of the Holy Spirit that we witness its amazing
power to save. Thus aided the Gospel becomes
the power of God unto salvation and shall soon
snap the last link in the chain of ignorance, sin
darkness and oppression.

God has constituted prayer as an important
part of the christian’s armor for defence 1n his
spiritusl antagonism with the world. - Man often
throws around him an armor of his own,and hopes
to succeed in proportion to numbers. In the
lacguage of Napoleon, he says, God always
fuvors the heaviest battalions. Now though
this may be true to a certaia extent, yet no one
but an infidel can deny that often it is for othier—
wise. Every christian knows the value of pray-
er however lightly it may be esteemed by the
profane. By itsinfluence the smile of God is
seen, shedding a heavenly light and disarming
the world of its power to disturb. By prayer
Jacob threw himself into the arms of God and
wrestled with success for the blessings he need-
ed. To this source must the church on earth
ever look for an energetic influenee and for the
rising glory of her sons. Prayer has wrought
wonders for the church of all ages. In answer
to it strong and well fortified armies have been
checked, broken to pieces and utterly, destroyed
just as they were ready to break forth like a de-
vouring flame.

It has turned the wisdom of orafty politicians
into the utmest foolishoess, and made their best
concerted plans work for their speedy destruc-
tion. It has broken open the prison doors to
liberate the suffering captive. It has as it were
overcome the Great Redeemer himself and pro-
cured for him the blessings needed. Here is
strength vastly superior to all judicial decisions,
civil enactments or tyrannical powers, Itwas in
prayer that Martin Luther found strength at the
Diet of Worms. ¢ Here I stand,” said he, “ L
can Jo no other, may God help me, Amen.”
Srama.

For the Christian Watchman.

The CGonversion and Baptism of Cor-
nelius,
Cornelius a Centurion, stationed at Uesarea,
“was a devout man, and one who feared God
with all his house.” An angel of God appeared
to him in a vision, and informed him that his
religious services were not unacceptable to God,
and directed him tosendfor Peter, who was then
in Joppa, and who could impart to him all need-
ed instruction. He immediately complied with
the request, and eent messengers to the apostle,
In anticipation of his coming, Cornelius collect-
ed together in his house his kinsmen and. friends.
Peter had been supernaturally prepared for this

Finterview, and on the arrival of the miessiengers,

left Joppa for Cesarea, Cornelius inforuned him
of the vision of the angel, aud also stated that
he, with all his friends then present, were ready
to receive instruction.

Peter then began to announce the glad tidings.
He said, “truly I,now perceive that God is impare
tial, and regards men with favor not merely on
account of their birth or nationality, but. that in
every nation, he who fears Him and doeth right-
eously, is acceptable to him. This™ is the word
which he has sent to the Jews, having announced
therein poace between God and man through
Jesus Christ. He is Lordgnot of the Jews only
but of all.

neighbours and their Crestor. These teachings
‘were unheeded, the Teacher was unrecognized,
his existence unknown save by a very few. Truly

LEPH.
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The Woed ia leo the mediom of Every Divina | | Divine sndHuan Thoughts.
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The Word was the active agent in Creation. | God differs widely from man as to the instru-
All things mdeed are of God. He is the Crea- ities for p g the i of religion

tor, yet he ereated all things by the Word. By
Him were created all things that are m Heaven,
andthat sre in esrth, visible and invisible—all
things were created by him and for. him ; and
he is before all things and by Bim all things
consist. Without him, nothing whether materi-
"al or spiritual,comes into existence. Thé Word
has created nothing of himself,nor has God cres-
auything by himself. The universe, visible aad
ted invisible is ‘the creation of God through the

in our own souls, or for spreading the gospel of

‘ﬁﬁop d‘ their speed, without due care as to the

the kingdom throughout the world. Someare

religion, while they utterly ignore nearly all of
its sacred principles. Mounted on the whirl-
wind of animal excitement, they greet with plea-
sure every thing which can arouse the sympathies
of our nature, or fan to the highest the sensibili-
ties of the soul. Jehu-like, they lash the horses to

Word. Al forms, ial sub and i
nite existences derive their being immedutely
from Him,

God is also the author of life, - He only bath
immortality. He-has bowever given unto the
Word to have life 1n himself, so that he may dis-
pense it as he will. 'The Word has not only

d by such preeipitate movement,
M 18 the religion of excitement, and it passes
sway like the early cloud and the morning dew ;
it is like the messy babbling mountsin torrent,
which is dry almost as soon as the rain which
created it is over. Certainly it loes not resemble

satisfied with what they call the faeling part of | b

Ye have some knowledge of what has tran.
spired throughout all Judes, begiinning in Gali-
lee, after the completien of John’s ministry of
baptism. Ye have not been alvogether in igno-
rance of Jesus of Nagareth, ho w God anointed
him as Messial, imbueing him with the Holy
Spirit, and impertinig to him thve ability to work
miracles, who wen. about per-forming miracles
of meroy, and restoring all who. were oppressed
by the devil, because God was ‘with him.

We, the apostles, are eye-witnesses of all the
miracles which he wrought iti the country of
Judea and in Jerusalem.

But notwithstanding the bemevolence which
he exhibited, and the superhuman power which
he put forth, the Jews slew him, having hanged
him upon & cross. Him, wko was thus ignomin-
iously slain, God raised up on the third day, and
caused him to appear not t& all the people, but
to witnesses whom God had previously appoint-
ed, even to us the aposties, wno ate and drank
mith him cfter his resurrection from the dead.—
He commanded us to preach unto the people and.
to testify that be it is who has been appointed by
God to be the judge of those who are alive upon:
the earth, and also of those who are dead.

All the prophets witnessyfor him, that every
one who believes on him receives the forgiven~
ness of sins, through his Divine worth and In-

a fally supplied well of living water with never

brought into being all the forms and sub

failing
Again God is not guided by human decisions

of the universe, but he has given to creation all
its animation, he s the posscss.r and disprnser

as to the best insirumentaliiies for spreading the

finite merit.””

While Peter was thul lpelkmg, the Holy
Spirit descended upon Cornelius and all those
whom he had invited to his house to hear the

, {tianity, which was ultimately to trinmph in'the | 8
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tion; thev ha¢! mot, like Peter, been taught to
call no mén common or unclesn; they had re-
garded the ble ssings and privileges of Christiani-
ty, a8 confinec] to those who were the descend-
ants of Abraham, and who also had believed and
had been baptized ; now when they saw unbap-
tized Gentiles, the undoubted recipients of the
Holy Spirit ; wl.en they were convinced by what
they saw and heard, that upon such the heaven-
Iy gift bad been bestowed ; when they heard them
speaking yvith tongues, and in appropriate lan-
guage ble:ssing and praising God, their amaze-
ment knew no bounds.

But Prter had been prepared for what he saw,
Now he fully understood the meaning of the vision
which he had seen while slumbering upon the
house-topr of Simon in Joppa. He saw that God
was a8 willing to receive and to bless the Gene
tile, as the Jewish believer. He regarded Cor-
nelius and his friends, though uncircameised, or
rather truly circumeised by the Spirit, as fit sub-
jecte. for baptism—and addressing his astonished
cowpanions, said, “ Can any one forbid water that
threse should not be haptized, who have received
the gift of the Holy Spirit a8 well as we!”” To
‘this inquiry there was no reply. The evidence
of their acceptance by God was too conelusive to
admit of objections. When these Jewish Chris-
tians heard Cornelius and his friends speaking
with tongues, and exultingly praising God for
His great salvation, they were convinced that the
Gentiles also were entitled to the blessings of
C'hristianity, and.also to the privileges of the
Yieavenly kingdom, as well as those who had been
circumcised and were under the Mosiac law.—
The Jewish Christians could make no objec-
tion to the proposal of Peter for the baptism of
these new converts. Then he commanded that
they should be baptized. Like Paul, he seldom
adminmtered this ordinance, lest the converts
should be led to respect the servant rather than
the Master. Afler some one or more of the
companions of Peter had administered the holy
rite, and inducted into the heavenly kingdom the
centurion and his converted friends, the apostle
remained with them eome days in their society:
““ teaching them to obeerve all things which He
had commanded ”

Nores.—We notice that the snpernatural gifts
of the Holy Spirit were not universally dispensed
after baptism, but freely as the Spirit chose.

" We notice also that Cornelius and his com-
panions believed before they were baptized.

We also notice that the language of the apostle
in proposing them for baptism, and in com-
manding them to be baptized is in harmony with
the supposition of their immersion.

X. Y. Z,

For the Christian Watchman.

THE RESTIGOUCHE,

No Il

Tae METAPEDIA—THEUPSALQUITCH—A HoME
FOR THE EMIGRANT—FIsH—GAME.

As we proceed up the river we perceive  the
mountains, especially on the Canadian side, ap-
proach very closely to the river, and the highway
whioh follows ite banks is cut into their sides.
About two miles from Flatlands we come to the
mouth of the Metapedia River a spot so beauti-
fully fascinating that one feels great reluetance
in withdrawing his eyes from it.  A- group of
of little Islands-and a Peninsula covered with
Haazel, White-wood, Wild rose and other shrub-
bery, first attract the eye,while the beautiful and
well cultiveted farm of Danial Fraser, Esq., is
equally worthy of admiration. The Metapedia,
a Canadian branch of the Restigouche, rises in
a beautiful lake of the same name about fifteen
miles long by three broad. The river itself is
about fifty miles long, and like the Restigouche
is bounded on each side by mountains,  After
leaving the mouth of the Metapedia and pro-
ceeding upthe Restigouche for about three miles
we pass many well cultivated farms, chiefly on
the Canadian side. The only settlement here on
the N. B. side is on mount Edward , the summit
of which is perfectly flat, and the land of superi
or quality. * After three miles more we reach the
mouth of the Upsalquitch a N. B. tributary
of the Restigouche. It is about fifty miles long,
rises in Liike Upsalquitch, near the source of the
Nepisiquit River. The land bordering on the
Upsalquiteh is mountainous but of excellent qua-
Iity, and there are numerous flats or intervals
along its shores which need only the lsbor of the
woodman and farmer tomake them produce

of the npnstle All the Gentiles preaenl
gave®vidence f the reception of those extra~
ordinlly and supernaturel enddwments which
had Bi#herto been bestowed upon the children of | i
Abrallam, ac.d upon them only afier baptism.

h -‘mpnnions of Peter, who had attended
him ; is visit to the house of Cornelius, were
astonililed at. what they bebeld. They were Jows,
they Had Lpor yet come to regard Christ as the

5 ¥tiatiers, irrespective of birth or na.

lhe Upsnlqum:h are the Pampedm, ﬂﬁ:y mxlen
long ; and the Kedgewick, forty miles long.
Thla latter. stream is so handsome  that it
is usuallyatyled the Belle (beautiful) Kedge-
wick.

As one surveys the Restigouche and its
branches there is one idea apart from their bean-
ty that forcibly strikes the mind, this is—what
an‘admirable home for emig land,
1 #buridande;superior to that in -nya?;g‘b\i’!
of the Province and seeming to ery aloud for
men to eulbivate it. Here is lumber in superflu-
ity and although every spring = thousauds and
thousands of feet are floated down the River and
shipped for Buitain yet there appears to be an
abundance left. If the surplus population of
Great Britain, or numbers who on the shores of
our own Province are wearing out their lives in
shipyard slavery,were here settled on farms;how
much better would be their condition in a few
years.

Another attraction in connection with the
Restigouche is its admirable adaptation toPiscas=
tory pursuits. Here are multitudes of fish from
the salmon down to the tiny trout, salmon trout,
bass, whitefish, soladies &e., and even smelts
and capling.

The salmon are sometimes caught with the flys
hook, but generally in nets or by spearing, and
should one travel up this River in the Sum-
mer senson he will see here and thewe pickets
driven down proclaiming that hereis a * stand
of nets”’ Judging from the multiplicity one
would imagine that the poor salmon would
have a small chance of escape. . But should it
manage to clear these it has yet great difficulties
to undergo by way of avoiding sundry spears
which are most dexierously handled. The
spearing process is generally performed in the
night by two men in a canoe, one to handle the
spear and the other to guide the canoe, in the
bow of which is a flambeam to lure the unwary
fish. Then woe to the unlucky salmon who dare
approach, for death will surely be its portion.

One can sit on the bank of the River on a
summer,s evening and count numbers of these
canoss with their flambesux, casting a glave of
light around, moving almost noiselessly on (he
placid bosom of the River, not a sound is heard
from them save the dripping of the paddle; or
the splash of the water as the ruthless epear is
plunged at the unconscious fish.

The smelt fishing is more simple. At the
time they ascend for spawning (about the first
of May) those who iutend catching them assem-
ble on the bank of the River, scoop net in hand,
(a net holding about a peck with, a handle from
four to five feet long) and commence “dipping”’
them out, sometimes bringing the net up nearly
full. A dexterous hand will in this manner
catch about twenty barrels in one night. ~And
judging from the quantities seen about the farms
one would imagine thére were a great number
of “dexterous hande’’ employed catching. Every
available place is occupied in drying them;
here they are seen spread on a green plotin the
front garden—there on the shed root—and here
again we actually find them scattered on the
platform in front of the ‘domicile itself. One
may be led to ask what use do they make of such
quantities of smelts. Do they eat them P eat.a
smelt ! Ridiculous ! Eat smelts, ha, when the
River is full of delicious trout ! No, they use
them in the place of manure. Just plant three
smelts and two potatoe seeds together and see
what a splendid hill of potatoes you will have in
the fall, The trout are left to the merciless
school boys, tourists and sportsmen. These lats
ter usually copcentrale around the hospitable
domicile of Daniel Fraser, Esq., mouth of the
Metapedia River. The trout are easily caught,
and bite with equal avidity the hook of the
school-boy baited with a fin, or the more ingeni-
ous fly of the experienced angler. Nor are these
the only atiraction Restigouche holds forth to
the sportem:n. Wild ducks are numerous each
Spring and Autumn, and are easily obtained.
And between Campbeltown and Dalhousie, wild
geese are found in ianumerable multitudes. The
River here may.be seen for miles swarming with
them. But their cunning and shyness remder
it difficult to obtain them. They apparently un-
derstand how far a gun will carry a ball, and
scarcely ever upproach the shore within a certain
distance.. Plover and brant are also found here,
while partridges and pigeons are seen in any
quantities. Beyond the settlements on the Res-
ugouche and its branches, Moose and Carriboo
are plenty, and cvery year great numbers of
them are killed.

Then my friend, thecity clerk, are you not
tired of the desk and counte1; 1f so, start—fish—
ing-rod end rifle in hand, and do not return Il
you have shot duck, caught trout; and admired
the beaugies in the Valley of the Restigouche,
(and ‘you'll fiad more than inapimate ‘beau-
ties here too;) and when you do return it will
be with ruddy cheeks,glowing face,and a blessing
on the advice of the writer.

Dut before we leave this garden of New

most abundant erops. Opposite the mouth of
this river, and on the Canadian side, thereisa
prosperous settlement which like other parts of
the Restigouche is naturally handsome and at-
tractive, About three miles beyond this there is
another settlement,after which civilization ceases
on the Restigouche, except some settlers who
like angels visits are few and far between, form-
ing stations for Portages in the winter season.

Brunswick, let us notice one fact, viz: Resti-
gouche is improving. Her population are men
of enterprize and her schools are increasing. Her
roads are among the best in the Province, and
are being extended and increased. The contem-
plated Halifax and Quebec Railway will pass
entirely throughfjthis County, probably following
the River for about twénty miles, wluch will give
a fresh impetusfjto its improy

The chief tributaries of the Restigouche beyond

Burmah and the Burmese.

As a denomination we have a special inferest
in Burmah, yet besides it also commengs itself tp
our notice as a country which has been made
classic in missionary history, by the courage, the
piety, the labours, the trials, and the comparative
success. of those who soughtit asa field of mis-
siopary labour.

The. Empire d Bm before th w

pemmu.la whxch lies on the emm side d thg
Bay of Bengal. Bat it has been shorn of its
ancient splendor and power. By the war of 1826.
the English gained Arracen aud the Tenass-
cine Provinces., In the more recent war of
1853 Pegu was also annexed to the British do-
minions. The entire sea coast towards the Bay
of Bengal has been thas forever lest to the Bur-
mese Empire.

The pop of B h ng the B~
tish posseasions, is supposed lo be nboul six mil-
lions. It is compesed of various races, of which
the principal are the Burmese, the Karens, the
Peguans, and the Shans,

The extent, fertility and resources of .the
country render it capable of supporting an
enormous population. Here are deltas of in-
h ble richness, vast jungles which may be-
come fertile plains, and a river navigable for four
hundred miles, and which, with its insumerable
branches, affords facilities for communication
throughout a large portion of the interior. Rice
timber and silk are now exported in considerable
quantities, and it is suid that an excellent arti-
ola of cotton could be obtained without difficalty.

The native government is a perfect despotism,
and administered by various grades of the in-
ferior officers, who are little more than slaves to
the Emperor, and ch ized by 1
selfishness and cruelty. Happily the most pro-
mising .and thriving portions of the empire are
now under the mild and equitable rule of the
British,Queen.

We will endeavor to form some idea as to the
appearance of that portion of Burmah which is
most interesting as missionary ground, and also
to gain sowe information respectiag the charac«
ter and condition of its inhabitant

We will suppose that we have left far behind
us a northern sky, and & christian land. We
have inhaled the spicy breeses which blow laden
with perfume from the spicy groves of Ceylon.
We approach the shores of Burmah, and enter
the broad but shallow stream which forms one
of the many mouths of the Irrawaddy. After
ascending a few miles we find before ns a mew
and strange scene.

Weare in a climate far different from our
own. The sun seems arrayed in more dazsling
splendour. The sky above is of a deeper and
clearer blue, while not a cloud is seen to inter-
pose between us, a vast plain scarcely raised
above the level of the river, while mn the distance
we notice hills rising one above another, not
with the outlines merging in the sky, but owing
to the purity of the atmosphere clearly and sharp-
ly defined. Vegetation presents new shapes and
forms, It puts forth vigour, exhibiting hues
darker and richer than any which we see in onr
own land. Here the tal! bamboo waves, and the
fields of riee appear. Here are trees on which
are displayed fruits, which fill the cye and palate
with desire, and there, huge giants of the forest
whose enormous boughs, covered with rich dark
green promise a refreshing shelter from the burn-
ing sun.

ex

We are in a foreign land, but the eye in wan=
dering over the works of naturs, has left unob-
served the works and homos of man.  Immedi-
ately before us is a town. The houses seem like
low huts built of cane, and covered. with thatch.
They all present a very mean appearance. Bot
in their midst and around we notice edifices, the
like of which our eyes has never seen before, pre-
senting a striking coptrast with the huts of cane
and thatch. They rise before us lofty massive
structures of strange and tasteless forms. They
cannot be fortresses nor palaces. The moulder-
ing form of some proclaim that they have witness-
ed the lapse of ages, while others bright with
gold, gleamiog in the sunlight tell that the artizan
who laid on the gilding, may yet be among the
living. However this may be, they form atrik-
ing features in the scene before us.

We will view more closely this strange mix-
ture of barbaric greatness and barbarie meaness.

We find the town to be thickly peopled. Its
inhabitants are in stature smaller than the avere
age of our own countrymen. Therr complaxion
is the same as that of our Indians. Their features
the long eye, the broad flat nose, and the thick
lips show that they are a different race from our-
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selves. The women seem to beon a petfect
equality with the men, more so than we had
thought wag permitted in any land not Christian.

We watch them in their dealifige with each
other. This view, superficial as it may be, en-
ables us to decide, that these people are in some
measure civilized, that they are shrewd and in-
telligent.

- The language of this people 15 altogether dif-
erent from anything we have heard befure.—
They seem to sing while they speak,, and in
conversation their speech consiantly varies, nog
only in sound, but in the pitoh of voice, from
which we perceive how very difficult the langnage
maust be for a foreigner to sequire,

We continue our walk, vi&m-mﬁynﬂl
ungratified concerning those huge . struetures
i which attracted our attention at first, and ever




