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STETEMENT BY THE ACCUSED

8ir, I joined the Canadaib Ammy (AF)
on the 7th day of January 1949, I wemt to Camp Bordén for approxi-
mately three months, After my training at Ceamp Borden, I came to the
Royal Canadien Regiment, I was very well satisfied with the Regiment
and the Canadian immy, and I planned on making it a career,

While serving with the Royal Canadian
Regiment I was granted pass for the purpose of going to Hamilton,
Ontaric, While on my week-end pass, I was imformed of my girl friend's .
trouble. Over this trouble I was aday late returning from pass, I 4
¥as paraded in fromt of my Compeny Commander and was awarded 5 days
CB, Immedictely afterwards, I was granted an interview with the Officer
Commanding my Company, Major Freeman, whom I informed of my trouble,
which I am going to tell this court, Major Freeman informed me that
that proper thing to do was to get a recommendation from the priest
and make an appointment for an interview with the Personnel Selection
Officer. ¥ajor Frecman also infor.ed me that it would take approximat
three months for my discharge to come throughe I remained in the camp
for approximately one week training, I could not concentrate on my
training with the worries on my mind. On April the 5th I was finally
forced to got 4.W.0.L. I returned to my home in Hamilton Ontario
took my girl friend to my home to live
I wen$ to work in Hamilton Onatrio driv
Tor my girl friend's support.

Sir, in my girl fetend's family there are
five children. My girl friend's mother is working and trying to su-
pport them, beacuse if she is not capable of supporting them they
will be teken sway feoem her by the Children's Aid. Their father left
them in approximately 1945. Afterwards the children were all plaged
under the ocare of the Children's Aid Soolety. The Children's Aid
S#ciety found out about my girl rtiend's copdition and informed her
mother that she would be placed in a Refomm Institution until she
was 21 years of age if there was €0ing to be nothing done about it.

She is my wife now and is 8till only 17 years of age,

Sir, I love the girl and thought it was
my duty to mm marry her to =um save her character ami also to glve
the child parents and a home. Sir, She is aggod girl and I realized
it was my fanlt that -he €0t into trouble so I stayed A.W.0.L. until
we could get married. Sir, the resson for me not returning sooner was
that she had to loeate her father, to get his consent before we could
get married. Her father has been away for approximately four years, and
as such, I found out that according to the law he would have to be
absent for mxme c<ither over five 'or seven yeasrs befcore sihe could get
married without his consent. It waam't until early in Septembe® that
We contacted her rather through his people. We obtained his permission
and were married in St. Patrick's Chureh in Hamilton, Ontario on the
12th of September 1949. After we were married and I gét her settled
down I reagized that I had a lot of responsibility and expemse so onm
16th of September 1949 I surrendered myself to Det -8gt Whittam of
the Hamilton City Folice Foree so that I could eome back and get it
all over with ami be able to settle down for good. Sir, I like the
army ani The Royal Canadian Regiment ard would be very happy if I
ecould carry on seldiering, ir I could reseive the monéy to support
my wife and echild, My wife is seven months pregnant now ani she ig
uot iz very good health,




