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the same character as that which was adopt- 1UHouse with a rescript of those franchises.
ed in the United States of Anierica. i and also a statement of the persons who are
belleve that If the United States of Am- disqualitied from voting in the varlous pro-
erica were to-day forming their constitu- vinces, he saw that, If this Act were nlot
tion, In the light of a century of experi'ence, anended as pro sed by the hon. nrber
they would adopt the Canadian constitu- for Halifax, maùy persons would be dis-
tion, and not that which they now possess. qualified from voting at a federat election.
Every person knows that an interneeine Therefoire, the hon. gentleman has consent-
-struggle, which cost, an enormous sacrifice ed-I think, most wisely, and in confornity
of human life and an untold amount of with tie pledge given by the leader of the
public money, arose precisely from that fea- louse last night-to give full consideration
ture of their constitution which, unfortim- to auy important modifications of this Act
ately, our friends In the Australlan colonies that may be shown to be necessary for its
are now copying. The federal constitution improvement or for its more effective work-
of the United States was formed under the ing. Now, Sir, I was astonished that a
most tremendous stress of absolute necessity learr ed professor of law. the hon. miember
in connection with their foreign relations. for Halifax (Mr. Russeil) should still go
That constitution was adopted by the sov- over the story of the Nova Scotian law. 1
ereign states, retaining the power and posi- will n:t '.ppeal to him, because his mind
tion of sovereign states ; but, being cýom- seems to be closed, and absolutely incal)able
pelled to surrender a certain portion of their iof appreciating anything which. to Miy mid,
power for the purpose of having a federal ihe plainest principles of law show. I an
government, they formed it on the basis of not a lawyer ; but they say that conimon
surrendering as little as possible and keep- 1tw is conion sense ; and if so, I will ap-
ing in the hands of the sovereign states as peal to niy lion. friend the Solicitor General
much as possible. I am very sorry to find on this point. which is a very important one.
the Australlan confederation pursuing the I will give my lion. friend the position of the
same policy, and I feel that the tine is not question as exactly and as concisely as pos-
remote when it will find that the adoption of sible. The Bill now before us provides that
the Canadian constitution would have been11e quahi1'•ition of voters shallt>e tho quali-
Infinitely preferable. When the representa- fications that entitie persons b vote for
tive of the various Canadian governments jnembers of the local legisiatures in the
met at Quebec in 1864 to lay the founda- different provinces. Weli, Sir, what is the
tion of the federation of Canada, they had position in Novai Scotia? The lon. gentie-
before them the example of what bad 1 an bas ouly .o turn t0 the papers put ln
occurred in the United States. and they btc hands of the members of this Ilo11e. to
adopted precisely the opposite principle to irdthat it is here stated that, li the law
that which the United States had adopted. of Nova Scotia, persons entitled te vote In
instead of treating the various provinces of that province are those vhose mimes are on
the Dominion as sovereign states, and sur- the voters' lsts; antbstatutes of No
rendering a small portion of the power they'Seotia contain this clause, whicb bas heen
pcssessed for the purpose of forming a con- îead again and again, disqualifying a large
federated government, we took the opposite number of persons, specicaIiy named, from
vourse of giving to the federal power every- voting at an election for the legisiature of
thing that was not speclfically defined by a the province. Now, 1 ask the Soltcitor aen-
written constitution as appertaining to the erl's attention b Ibis clause, wblcb Is to
local legisiatures. and I have ne hesitation he found on the Sbatute-book of Nova Scotia

hi saylng that, afier more than tharty yearst to-day:
experlene.thxe policy that commended Itseif The following persons, beng of the fuîorage
t the founders of the confederation of Can- of wenty-one years and subjegis cf Her Majety
ada, Is endorsed to-day by the public senti- by b1rth or naturallzation, and net dtsqualifleéd
ment and Intelligence of Caxvada froin end by any s-,oetion of the At,-
te end. Tixerefore, I do lot attacl muc I m- And I have directed your attention to the
portance to what the hon. gentleman lpas section of the Act that disqualifies a large
drawnahoe attention of ste House oo. But,
SIrt whhleenoahe on my feetmbIemayrashweou number of persons
ay that 1arn extremely glad to fInd that --- or otherwise by law prevented from vottag,

my'hon. friend the Solicitor General stated sha r be entiaed to have their names entered on
to the I{ouseyesterday thatwbilie hecouid the voete
nSt o ntertthn the proposai to extend the Mr. RUSSELL. wm the hoa. gentleman
franchicu! to the Indians, he wa s prepared to allow me to ask hlm one question : Whether
consider the question of restoring the tran- there ai anythngain that Alfsaying that
c-hlse for this House to a large number of otU a personssha , spot have bis name placed 
dlais ti1roughont the Dominion who, under thee st aîmp y because a the lrnegthe liot
fixe lc Acte, are disfranethised. My hon promade up he Is a Dominton officitra
fend saw the mpropretyo t adoptng w't

experieneeCtheLpolicPthat commendedyitsel

out quaification the frnchiseetr the van-
Soe, I at erendI had givenhmup, and mdohot

epr inces o wha te-,hn. genteman- as. .
sdrante attetono the mHoues et Bteltn eapa ohmaan u hi
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