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" What is the most usefui contribution to the food
control discussion yet issued was the statement in yes-
terday's paper from Hon‘.' W. J. Hanna. We say the
most useful because it reduces the confusion hitherto
prevailing to a straight issue, and shows that what-
ever Mr. Hanna may do]he will not adopt a policy of
price control.
nonsense about supply and demand that he would not
face the real difficulty. Now we are sure of .it,

If we ask who is it he seeks to protect by refus-
ing to regulate prices, we are answered by a maze of
cross-scents that we must charnitably suppose have
led Mr. Hanna off the track. But we must respect-
fully submit that the majority of the public know red

Hanna states that the fixing of prices would bring
yuin to our social system, he is like Mr. Norman
Angell, who coaclusively proved that there coulin’t
be any moreswar. If Mr. Hanna wanied to do so he
could fix prices, and the result would not be ruinousy
like the war, but beneficial, as the fixing of the price
of wheat and other commodities has been.

Mr. Hahna’s references to “‘an effete economic con-
dition” are timely, but he does not appreciate the fact
that his refusal to fix prices is characteristic® of the
saffete economic candition.” He is on stronger ground
when he recognizes the social burden of the middlé-
men. *“Unquestionably, as I said before,” he remarks,
“there are too many middlemen.” it is not his
first duty “to cut prices, eliminate mifidlemen,” and
so 'forth. . This is where the confusion arises.

He divides the middlemen into two classes, but he
ignores entirely the worst middleman of all, the mid-
dleman The World has written several articles abolt
Zw:. the middleman who is a shareholder, “who toils

ot, neither does he spin,” but who draws middleman’s

would fhave staggered Solomon in all his glory. Mr.
Hanna’s middlemen are in two classes, “the greedy |
middleman’” and “the supernumerary, unnecessary
and inefficient middleman.” If he will include the
gshareholders in the second class and say honestly that
he refuses to control prices because it might affect the
dividends which go to the supernumerary, unnecessary
shareholder middleman, we could respect f1im for his
frankness, but we cannot acquiesce in his general con-
demnation of the busy, efficient and useful distribut-

the real Burden to the food consumer.

With all of Mr. Hanna's five other factors we are
not concerned at present, the food speculator and the
food waster being the other two classes besides the
middlemen with which the consumer is chiefly con-
cerned. With both of these he hopes to deal. The
other factors also are being provided against. So that
it is with the shareholding middlemen that the food
consumer has his main quarrel. He represents water-
ed stock in any food corporation to wiich he belongs.
He is the unnecessary and idle man on the paysheet
who raises cost and makes no return. Every penny
of unnecessary capital in a food corporation raises the
price of food just as much as would be the case if all
the farmers took to sinking their capital in marble
barns, gold-mounted reapers, cut-stone fences, and
asphalt roads and lanes. In fact these improyements
might tend to cheapen food production im some Te-
spects, but watered ‘gtock and shareholding middle-
men who do nothing but draw dividends are a load
for the consumer to carry.

There is another fallacy in Mr. ‘Hanna's conten-
tion about middlemen. He suggests that if food
prices were controlled all the middlemen in business
would be forced out of work, and he draws a picture
of blue ruin worthy of the late Sir Richard Cartwright.
The fallacy is that by far the great majority of these
middlemen are not in the food business at all. T e
is no danger of all the dry goods stores or the huh-
dred and one luxury stores going broke because the
prices of foodstuffs were fixed. We may all be mid-
dlemen of a sort; but the closer we get to the farmer,
and the more certain we.are that he is getting a fair
price, and that he is not losbag most of what he makes
to the food speculator, but is encouraged to «inc.rease\
fis production by the fair prices fixed, the more satis-
fied we all shall be.

‘Mr. Hanna speaks of famine. We are not afraid
to speak of famine. It is a worse possibility than the
prolongation of the.war. But when it is seen that the
middleman is in control of food mprices, and not Mr.
Hanna, who is supposed to be, then the farmer, who
gets nothing of the prices the middleman fixes for the |
consumer—ihe farmer gets discouraged. He says,
“What’s the use?” He ‘plyns less. Famine is

We were afraid when he began to talk |

nearer. e

Mr. Hanna will have’to make it plain whether he |
is acting for the middleman or for the farmer and 1hei
consumer, whose Interests are joint and in‘separable.%
If he is careful for the middleman, he is not the man ;
to be food controller. 3

i The American Bankers. ,

The 4,000 delegates to the bankers’ convention aL;
Atlantic City talk patriotism, and their words carry |
more weight in view of the high and disinterested ser-i
wvice they perto;med in floating the liberty loan. Just|
at this time; too, we learn that Mr. Frank A. Vauder-|
lip temporarity retires from the presidency of thei
National City Bank of New York to become an offi- |
cial of the United States treasury department. His |
first duty will be to help -the government float the|
coming loan, but it is said he will remain in an ad- |
wisory capacity in the treasury department until the |
war is over.

These things are as they should be. and Finarcial
America expresses the hope that the great service Wall
government in ihis
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That prejudice will disappear when the magnates
understand that the country expects them to be pa-
triotic in peace ak well as in war. The era of fren-
zied finance, the looting of railway companies, the cor-
ruption of courts and legislatures, the bedevilment of
péblic utilities by the Morgans and Harrimans, will
not soon be forgotten, and Wall street has a pretty

“bad record to live down.

Fortunately the power of the moaey trust is somg—
what broken by pational control of currency, banking
and credits. The next thing is to place the railways
beyénd the power of crooked manipulators. The
United States is in no humor to stand any more crimes
like those committed by financial magnates in con-
nection with the New Haven and Rogk Island Rail-
ways. Government ownership and operation of all

.the means of communication will make service, not

profits, the goal to be aimed at.

Wall street has important functions to perform,
and it is acting much better now than it did during
the civil war. For one thing the government and not,
the banks now has the whip hand in the banking busi-
ness. From this war the people will emerge with &
clearer conception of what civilization should mean.
1t is the welfare of the maay, not the wealth of a few,
that the modern state should conserve. There ‘can be
no real democracy where wealth accumulates in a few
hands and the mass of the people lead hard and nar-
row lives of privation, no matter what form of govern:

ment may prevail.

Laughing at Them.

L’Evenement, the daily Conservative newspaper of
Quebec City, has stoutly supported conscription from
the first. It was not with L’Evenement a, matter of
polities, but of conviction, and it stood firm when
angry waves of popular dissent broke savagely against
it. Now that the battle is fairly won our Quebec con-
temporary is poking fun at the anti-conscriptionists.

L’Evenement recalls that in May and June last it
was everywhere stated that only Liberals would be
drafted for the war, that the exemption tribunals
would be composed of servile tools sent down from
Ottawa, and that the abomination of desolation would
descend upon the Province of Quebec. Now, it says,
the people see that the tribunals are composed of
judges, notaries and the most respectable men of
every parish, and that half of them have been prac-
tically mamed by Sir wilfrid Laurier himself.  The
farmers realize that the law is to be administered in
a moderate and sensible way, and there is no more
excitement along the St. Lawrence over conscription

than there is on the banks of the Saskatchewan.
;: ]

“Revolutignary Ferment.”

It is_quite time that an influential authority like
The Times should draw atteation to the “revolution-
ary ferment” that is at work in England socially as
well as in other countries. The world is always com-
ing to an end for some people, and it is always be-
ginning anew for others. Social worlds of various
kinds came to an end in 1793, im 1832, in 1848, in
1868, and once more most notably in 1906. Then in
1914 came the catastrophe. The people who think
that after the war we are going back to 1914, or any-
thing like it, belong to another age. They might as
well be troglodytes, antediluvians, as far as this age
is comcerned.

It should not have escaped the notice of intelli-
gent people that the Radicals of one generation be-
come the Conservatives of the next. ‘““Milestones”
was ‘an artistic dramatic presentation of that fact.
Joseph Chamberlain, who was regarded as a diabolical
agency by the Conservatives of his early days, would
be a very mild meformer by present standards. Mr.
Lloyd George is not unacceptable to the peerage just
now. We move in cycles historically, and there is an
entirely new brand of radical always coming along
until the nations are surfeited.

The moral of it all is that we must learn to take
impending changes seriously. The time has gone past
when men can live soft, sponge on the active and in-
dustrious, and get away with it. The men who have
lived mard on the field of battle are quite ready to
listen to those who have lived hard on the field of
battle. They will look in each other’s eyes and re-
cognize the manhood and the imtelligence. I% is these
that are going to control our affairs after the war if
the ‘“revolutionary ferment” means anything worth
while.

There is neothing more in this ‘“‘revolutionary [ér—
ment”’ than the abolitica of privilege. It is no ter-
rible thing to those who have never enjoyed privil-
eges. Those who possess them now and abuse them,
or are unwilling to pay for them by service to the
state and their fellows, will find little favor from
those who have served.’” The ‘“‘ferment of revolution”
thrives on the sentiment that there are to be no more
idlers, no more shirkers. Its motto is ‘“Get busy.”

People who perceive an end of all things in such
sentiments know little or nothing of life. Work is
not an evil thing in itself, but a good thing. It might
be a joy and a blessing. William Morris wrote a
book which few people read, perhaps because he le
out of account the religious principle in Ahuman na-4
ture, but in “News From Nowhere” he drew a charm-
ing picture of a national life in which everybody did
his hit. That is the idea at the bottom of the ‘“revo-
lutionary ferment.”

; Nature, always provides remedies for her diseases.
There is only one cure for our present ecpnomic dis-
eases. It is co-operation. It has been tried success-
filly in many places. It is the basis of the present
prosperity agriculturally in Ireland. It has done won-
Denmark. ;The principle is sound and ﬁxp-
It will probably prove
to be the remedy of all the ‘revolutionary ferment”
that- does not arise from a desire to do nothing.
./’
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KEEP STILL UNTIL EXCITEMEWT IS OVER,
N\
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Keep still. When trouble is brewing, keep still. Even
when slander is getting on his legs, keep still. 'When
your feelings are hurt, keep still—till you recover from
your exc;i:eme_r.t at any rate. 'Things look differently
thru an unag::atcd eye.

Dr. Burton relates how once in a commotion he wrote
a letter and sent it and wished he.had not. “In my
later years,” he said, “I had another commotion and
wrote a long letter, but life had rubbed a little sense into
me, and I kept that letter in my pocket against the\day
agitation and without
I was glad I did. Tess and less it seemed neces-
sard t ¢ it yyouid do any 1,;;
doubdtfuines Jeaned t eti 2. and 0\'0;1';1..
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BY TEDDIE WICK.

“If we say you'rg dead you're as good
as dead—practically you are dead.”
-~Lord high executioner in The Mikado.

And then there vwas aléo Jeremigh
Crungher, ¢f “recalled to life” fame in
“A Tale of Twc Cities,” wwho Was told;

“You'd be in a blazing bad way, Jerry,
if ‘recalled to life’ was ta come into fash-
ion.” # d e

Which harks us back to the early days
of the <war and that British soldior who
kept nagging the war office to over
his back pay, altho theé war office had

hig very eyes that he wae dead. '

Whan a man's dead, he's dead. And |
there’'s an end on't.

And on that plank the lord high exe-
cuticner and war office stand arm in
arm, and stand pat.

Once upon 4 time there was the father
of a young cfficer who was in that thing
on' the Somme last year and who was
notified by the powers that be that his
son had been killed. He had been seen
standing teside his machine gun in a
wood and the ground had suddenly open-
ed and swallowed him, Later hig com-
rades gol word to the father that his
son had been surrounded by Germans and’
killed fighting. Another had seen his son
lying dead. So the family donned mourn-
ing and considered the book closed and
the son’s life fulfilled.

A morth later the: father came to a
London hotel. ‘‘Tiwo forty-three,”’ called
the page, carrying a telegram. Two hun-
dred and forty-throe was' the father's
room . mumber, and the telegram 'was
from those same powerg that be inform-
ing him his son was alive.

It would bLe funny if it were not that
it is so unspeakably not funny,

The son, the war office said, was a
prisoner of war in German hands., And
the father now is one of thuse hundreds
who will tell yéu:

““Never believe g ‘missing’ man ig dead
—never.”

‘I had hdim buried,” wrote a major
about a West Bromwich artilleryman,
“with others of his comrades who were
killed at the same time, and above them
we placed & wooden cross.”

“I am quite well,’" the artilleryman
was writing at the same time less than
a mile away. /

And hence arises the searcher.

He works under the Red Crosg, and
he owes his existence to Lord Robert
Cecii, under-séeretary for foreign affairs.
In the early days of the war Lord Rob-
ert went to France to seek news of g3
migsing . friend from the friend's com-
rades. Wnen he came beck, goon after
the battle of the Marpe, the British Red
Cross Society founded its wounded and
missing departinent, and the searcher be-
gan to find balm for aching hearts.

Nowadays the department has its quar-
ters in a great mansjon in London whereo
daily lists of the “migsing’’ are sent by
the war coffice. Here the reports are tab-
ulated and the names sent out to groups
of searchers at every Britisn base along
the Hindenburg line.

Chiefly the searcher roams the hospi~
tals, carrying his big book of missing, and
;nq;:lres from each wounded man what

e ows of
“wounded undmr:?ssin:gl}"" o?ﬁgféig 'x"?nsitses‘3
ing.” . o

Usually he hears, : ;

“Yes, sir; I‘k';ie’w him quite well, but I
don’'t know what happened to him. I
;xever saw him after we went over the

op.”

Sometimes :

:'That fellow's a prisoner, and six others
with 'him, We were all at an outpost
when it was surrounded, I got away
1atex: when we were being taken back to
a prisoners’ camp)’

Or:

‘“He’'s not migsing. I saw' him last
Tuesday. He’d been out on a patrol and
dldn’t get in for four days. Been lyl;xt in
a shell hole, lving off rations in dead
men’s haversacks, and waiting his chance
to get back.”

Or, perhaps, it's this :

“Yes, yes; he was my second lieuten-
ant, He got it bad. I could see that, but
when I went over to see what I could do
to help him, he said : ‘Never mind me,
sergeant. I'm all right. Carry on.””

Widows have a way of rather treasur-
ing bits of news like that,

So the searchers comb the hospitals,
cross-examining tactfully, sifting as well
as they can the true from the false; en-
couraging the tight.lipped to talk and the
too-much-talkers to hold up a bit until
they get it all down in their big books.
Then, their day’s searching done, they
report to a battery of stenographers, and
what they have found is ‘hurried away
by mail to those whom it may concern.

Sometimes, too, the searcher goes to
the base camps, where the men are pa-
raded for him, and where he reads crisp-
ly out of his big book the names of the
“missing,’”” and waits after each name for
news.

Meanwhile, when a soldier is a prisoner
in & German camp, and the report of his
death is not easy to disprove with evi-
dence that he is still living, there are no
end of complications. You can find them
pall over England, some of them laughable,
and some—not quite so laughable.

A bride was informed her husband was
dead, and shé put on widow’s dress, sent
out cards, and received condolences. Six
months later an old friend came to 'vieit
her and she was married to him And
the rest of it is just as you have sup-
posed!

Her hushand, a prisoner in Germany,’
heard of the wedding and wrote his wife,
who; my informant says, ‘‘was much up-
set, of, course, at this strange turn of
events.”

Such topsy-turvy tangles would make
uproarious farces, except that in this
topsy-turvy world of war they lead one
too appallingly abruptly into the super-
natural silences of the women who sor-
row.

But, “killed in action’ on scores of me-
morial cards has turned scores of dead
men up to life in this war, and sometimes
not even the local pa@per has troubled to
make an item of it.

(Copyright, 1917)

RECEIVES HUSBAND'S MEDAL.

Special to The Toronto World.

Brockville. Ont., Sept. 26. — Mrs.
Russell H, Britton has received the
Distinguishel &eérvice Order Medal
husband, late |

Col. Brittoa it wan a
2an.ed, by a parchment bearing
autograph of King George,
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Other People’s Opinions

National Trust Co. and C.N.R.

(Itegina - Leader, Sept. 18).

Sir,—My attention has just been called to an editorial
relative to the proposed purchase by the Dominion Gov-
ernment of Canadian Northern Railway shares, which
appeated in your paper on August 25, in which the fol-
lowing asscrtion is made:

“Hence the Canadian Bank of Commerce and all its
subsidiary intercets, as for instance, the National Trust
Company, of which Sir Thomas White 'was vice-presi-
dent and general manager prior to being pitchforked by
the Big Interests into the finance portfolo in the Borden
cabinet, are deeply interested in having a good round
price paid by the Canadian people for this wonthiess
stock now. lying ip their vaults as an asset.”

I desire to m you that the National Trust Com-
own, either directly or indirectly, nor
has it ever owned directly or indirectly, a share of stock
in the Canadian Northern Railway, nor has it ever ad-
van any money directly or indirectly upon the security
of_#fly such shares.

I further desirée to inform you that your suggestion
that the National Trust Company is a subsidiary organ-
ization of the Canadian Bank of Commerce is also in-
correct. - The shareholdings of the bank are a small per-
centage—less than nine per cent—of the total shares of
the National Trust Company and mever have been any

greater.
W. E. Rundle, General Manager.
Toronto, Sept. 6, 1917.

Poll Tax on Recruits

‘Editor World: In reading your editorial on more
geparation allowance in 2z mecent issue (which we  all
appreciate), it struck me you might be interested in tne
following: British soldiers who came from the United
States British recruiting offices cannot get a pass home
except on proof of urgent business, If a relative comes
to see you, the United States Government taxes them on
return to the States $8 for a woman, and $15 for a man,
alien tax. If you cross on pass you only get soldiers’
rates in Canada; full fare in the United States has fto
be paid on the Grand Trunk or C. P. R. T would like
to inquire if a soldier who came from the United States
army to Canadian aviation camps gets soldiers’ mates in
Canada. T would also like to inquire if a soldier who
joined up in United States British recruiting office will
have to pay & $15 alien tax on his discharge when his

home and family is in the United States and he has]

been a nesident there for some years. A few thousand

' turned soldiers, but many good-thinking citi

Britishers and Canadians who enlisted in the United

States would appreciate these little points straighten
out. and incidentally recruiting offices in the Unit
States would do a bigger business for the Canadian 2
I give you my mams, but not for publication.
~.  Service Men and Soldiers.

Editor World: The board of control and other
ployers are doing nobly. in providing employment for
ns are
the opinion that it is about time that a line" was draw
between returned soldiers who have done their it @
others who have been in khaki and discharged in Canad
or Bngland thru being medically unfit or by “slingin
the lead.” Amongst 4 number of appointments recen
mads by the board of control appear the names of el
wizo were discharged in Canada, and three discharged if
England. It is a well-known fact that, in the early da ;
of recruiting, officers endeavoring to get their battali
up to strength were not particular as to who were
tested, and in this they were. greatly helped by
medical examiners. 4

Such accepted ‘men, instead of being a ‘help ‘to
cause, were a detriment, on account of the expense
country was put to in every way and the labor and t
entailed in their training. Now the burning guestion
why wshould those men, some of whom have been i
Canada but a shont time, take precedence over citizen
who have been taxpayers for years, and who did not
to bluff their way into khaki, knowing that thru age
possible physical defects they were not qualified
There are htundreds of such citizens who, from point ¢
intelligence, business ability and activity, are, to say
least, equal ‘to tize men who have been in khaki and diss
charged, vet the said citizens dare not apply for a posi=
tion in the “city that they were bom in. :

This is a state
of affairs that should be remedied, but, of course, nothing
is likely to be done until after the municipal electiont
as an alderman who would dare broach such.a subject
now would be in fear of his political head, There is

larger side to this subject that it would be well for the
Great War Veterans' Association fo stop and consider.
In order to make themsglves strong this assoCiation

enrolling every man possible who has been in-uniform.
This strength mow may prove their weakness later on.

when the government finally takes up the matter of

pensions for adjustment. There is a limit to the burden
that this country can earry in way of pensions, and it 1

_only fair that those who hdve suffered injury in any

way, and the dependents of those who have given up their
lives in this just cause, should proportionately receive the
benefit of whatever ithe country can afford to-give, which
will be none too much when all is dones $ i
There should be no thought or consideration for those
who up to the presént have gained more than they have
given. Of course, it is possible that the training the
men have received may have fitted them for service with
the new draft, in which case any claims that they them

Brewed

may have will receive proper recogniti Observer. -
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