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in divinity, having written m> niurli on other sub-

jects ; for, not boinj; permitted to sirvu the Church

with my tongue in oreaching, I know not hut it

may lie my duty to serve it with my liand in

writing ; and I have made choii e of tli.-. sulijci t,

as thinking myself best qualifird to treat of it.'

Natural theology had previou-,ly been developed

in England by lioyle, Stillini,'lieet, Wilkins, Henry

More, and Cudworlh, and the Kises clergyman,

William Uerham {1657 1735): '>"' •<•'> systL-nia-

lised and popularised the subject. I'aley's \,i/»iti/

'/'/i,-i>/i\'y {1002 , which Mi|)erseded Ray's work, is

really a development of Kay's argument.

The foll.jwmg excerpts are from the Oisc'r-

valions, a book of travels which, a..iays lucid

and often very entertaining, yet sometimes—as in

the greater Itaiian towns -becomes almost like

a guide-book. On the jou-ney up the Rhine

from 'Collcn' to Mentz, hardly one of the castles

escapes mention. In university towns, Kay prints

the profes,ors' names and the courses of lee tures

being deluered when he svas there. He had an

especially open eye fur botany and zoology, and

'natural curiosities;' thus at Naples he ascended

\esuvius, stood in the Crotto del Cane till 'the

sulphureous twinge in his nose' threatened to stifle

him, and thrust a sword into the vents of the Solfa-

tara of I'o/zuoli.

The Dutch People.

The cnnimon iH-'npIc iif Ilollaml, especially inn-keciHTs,

w.igg.iiuTi (foremen lliey c.ill ihcm), boatiiien, .iiul pi.ner-,

.arc Mirly anil ni'civil. The waggoners bait tlieiiiM'lve^

anil ther horse- four .ir live times n a ilay's jomiiey.

Lienerally the Dviuh men ami women .ire almost aUvay-

eating as Ihey travel, whether it be liy lK>at, eoaeli, or

waggon. The men are for the most p.irt hig-buneil aiul

grossbiKlicil. The llr-t ilish at onliiiaries and enlertain-

ments is usually a sal.aile, .S'/</ they call it, of which they

eat .-iliunilanee in Holland. Tlie me.at they commoiilv

stew, .mil make their Hotchpots of it. I'liihlings n.Miher

here noi in any place we have travelled l>e>on<l sea do

they jat any ; either nut knowing the goodiie-s of the

dish, or not having the skill to make diem ; pvulcliiigs

and hrawn are dishes proper to llnglaml. liod'd spin.ige

minc'd aid Imlter'd (simietimes also with currans aildeil)

is a great dish till over these countries. The connuui

people feed much U|Hin ,;iHh'au (that is okI-I'isIi) and

pickled herrings, which they know how to cure or (ire-

pare lietter than we do in Kngl.md. Vou shall seldom

fail of hung beef in any inn you come into, which they

cut into thin slices anil eat with bread and butter, laying

the slices mwrn the butler. fhey have four or five sorts

of cheese ; three they usually bring forth and .set lieforc

you. (1) Those great round cheeses, colour'd red on the

outside, commonly in Kngland callcl Holland-cheeses.

(2) Cummin-seed cheese. (3! (.been cheese, said to be

so colour'd with the juice of sheep's-dung. This they

scrape upon brea<l bulter'd, and so cat. (4) Sometimes

Angelots. (51 Cheese like to our common country

cheese. Milk is the cheapest ol all belly • piovi-

Their strong l)eer itbick U ean u, uu^

well they may) is sold for three slivers the nuart, which

is more than three [lence Krglish. All manner of victuals,

Ixith meat and drink, arc very dear, not for the scarcity

of such commodities, but partly by reason of the great

e.icisc and impost wherewith they are chargeil, p.artly by

reason of the abtmdame of money that is stirring here.

By the W'ay we 111.ly note, that the dearness of this

sort of provisions is an argument of the riches of a (own

or country, these things Ijciiig always cheapest in the

poorest places. Land is also here sold at 30 or 40 years

purchase, and yet both houses and land set at very high

annual renls : ^o that, were not the poor workmen and

labourers well paid for their pains, they could not possibly

live. Their k-ds are for the most part like cabbins, in

conveniently short and narrow ; and yet such as they are,

yt)U pay in some places ten stivers a night the man for

lliem, and in most si\. 'I'here is no way for a stranger

u> deal with inn keeiiers. w.aj^goncrs, pi lers, and iH-a!

men but by liargaining with them belore-ii.i. -i. Their

houses in Holland are kept clean wilh e.xtr.a, ''dinary

mceness, and the entrance U'foie the door curiously ; ived

with stone. .MI things both within and withoui, tlo,,.-,

posts, walls, glass, housholil slulf, marvellously clean,

bright and handsomly kept: na\', some are so cxtra-

onimarily curious .as to take down the very tiles of llieir

pent-houses and cleanse them. Vet about the preparing

and dressing of their victuals our l-.nglisli houswives are,

I think, more cleanly and curious than they ; so that no

wonder b.nglishmen were formerly noted for excessive

eating, they having greater temptation to eat, both from

the goodness of their meat, and the curiosity of the dress-

ing it, than other nation-.

Rays 'fuieiiiaii i, the I'll, i: -.<^tri'iit'i, ficnnan /wj'w.i,;,;.

Angrti'ti wer« well known Nornctinly eiiecses.

At Heidelberg.

.MhhU the middle of the a-cent <.f the hill, called

Koniiigslhnll, stands the castle where the prince keeps

his court, a stately |iile and of great capacity, encoin

passed Willi a strong wall and a deep trench hewn <nit

of the rock, which upon occasion ina>' lie tilled with

water, tlver the gate Iculini; into the palace is a Dutch

inscription, signifying the building of it by Ludovicus V.

in the year 1519. It is not all of one piece, but since the

first foundation several buildings ha\e tieen added by

several princes. One p.irl is called the English building.

I'nder one of the towers sHxhI the great tun, which

almost lill'd a room. It held 132 bidders, a fuilder (.ts

we were inlormed) bi '1 espial to four English hogs

heads. The old tu,, .aken in pieces, and there is w

new one in buihling by the jinnee's order, which is to

cont.aiil 150 fudilers, or 000 hogsheads, being invited

by the |Mince's order, we dined in the palace, where we

oliserved all things carried with little noise and great

decencv. .Vfter dinner his highness was pleased to call

us into his closet and shew us many curiosities, among

others (I) a purse made of .-liifrnfn /'/wno-wf, which

we saw put into a pan of buiniiig charcoal, till it w.ts

thoroughly ignite, and yet when taken out and cool, we

could not perceive that it had received any harm .it all

from the tire. (2) Two unicorns harns, each eight or ten

foot long, wreathed and hollow to the top. Ity the way

we may note, that these are ihe horns of a hsh of the

cetaceous kind (two distinct species whereof you may

find descrilied and figured in the History .and Descrip-

tiun of the -\r.:d:cj, or Cari'nec l:;:ani:3, '.vriiieo :;: I telKb

by R. F. of Tertre, and the head of one in Wormius's

Mus.vum), not the horns of a (|uadrn]ied, as is vulgarly

but erroneously thought. Whatever the antienls have


