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which have lately been promulgated, and of the faithful v/ho have

received them, that Mr. Gladstone's account, both of them and of us,

id neither trustworthy nor charitable.

Yet not a little may be said in explanation of a step, which so

many of his admirers and well-wishers deplore. I own to a deep

feeUng, that Catholics may in good measure thank themselves, and

no one else, for having ahenated from them so religious a mind.

There are those among us, as it must be confessed, who for years

past have conducted themselves as if no responsibility attached to

wild words and overbearing deeds ; who have stated truths in the

most paradoxical form, and stretched principles till they were close

upon snapping ; and who at length, having done their best to set the

house on fire, leave to others the task of putting out the flame. The

English people are sufficiently sensitive of the claims of the Pope,

without having them, as if in defiance, flourished in their faces.

Those claims most certainly I am not going to deny ;
I have never

denied them. I have no intention, now that I have to write upon

them, to conceal any part of them. And I uphold them as heartily

as I recognize my duty of loyalty to the constitution, the laws, and

the government of England. I see no inconsistency in my being at

once a good Catholic and a good Englishman. Yet it is one thing

to be able to satisfy myself as to my consistency, quite another to

satisfy others ; and, undisturbed as I am in my own conscience, I

have great difficuUies in the task before me. I have one difficulty to

overcome in the present excitement of the public mind against our

Religion, caused partly by the chronic extravagances of knots of

Catholics here and there, partly by the vehement rhetoric which is

the occasion of my writipg to you. A worse difficulty lies in getting

people, as they are commonly found, to put off the modes of speech

and language which are usual with them, and to enter into scientific

distinctions and traditionary rules of interpretation, which, as being

new to them, appear evasive and unnatural. And a third difficulty,

as I may call it, is this—that in so very wide a subject, opening so

great a variety of questions, and of opinions upon them, while it

will be simply necessary to take the objections made against us and

our faith, one by one, readers may think me trifling with their patience,

because they do not find those points first deah with, on which they

lay most stress themselves.

But I have said enough by way of preface ; and without more delay

turn to Mr. Gladstone's pamphlet.
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