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Lot mo deal with these points so far as f am able from soil is of
observatums Mhich uor(> made in (lilforent parts nt deep rich
the West of Canada, and from statomonts expressed bttt usual
by the farmers and other settlors whose experienclfcrrina tl
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^. *^*'''I^r«te opini(m. Althou^di tho physical in all dircharacter of the country ,s much less varied than in En^^land, where, less for-hils Mid vallpys afford a greater range of variation, tiie quality of thoother tim
soil, as ^yo

1 as its adaptibility for farming, .lilfors to a cnsidorablo^d railu
extent, riujre are enormous areas which are h>ss suitable than others fiirms shr
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that in time this difficulty occupied t
nill be net, but just now a settler is wise to avoid troubles which now reapi

ul.r^ .r'lT u- ""r*"' '^""Z' ''' ^^"P ^' '""'• ^-^^^ he obtained in other puhe.e such_ clifhculties do not e.-nst. I was infornuKl by Mr. Johnson, their turn
he Dominion Statistician, that since 1890 over a million acres of appears t<land have been brought under cultivation in Manitoba and the North- fnutable d\Vest and that a prodigious area in the North of tho Dominion livery stal

hitherto be leved to be useless for agricultural purposo.s is now found to aggrecratio

soHo'lnT-^'"' V
""''' ;^l^i<^l^. «r^«daptable for settlement. That ^obably c

settlement is pending in the direction of this region is shown bv Setthu- is (

the success which has attended the etf, rts of those who have bought must pav

'Ilr 7u f.u^ ^'.?'' '^^^"''?' E^''"^'^^""' Hattleford, and loim plan L tc
distances north of hese three settlements. It is extremely easy to possible, a

vh^;l^" "'^"'K^r"^.*"'^''^ ""^^'^ ^^ '^'^ land through Lgi:3hma
which one passes west of Winnipeg is; nor is it necessary in order ago! and
to form an opinion upon this point to inspect and .-stimate the cro])s aScustome^
which are grown. In a large degree they bonr no relation to tl c way, keep
soil which produces them. The Ked River vall.^y is composed of a
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deep, rich vegetable soil, which grows abundance of whei^t throuo-jjout
its limited area. Apparently the great bulk of this valley is occupied :

but the great State of Dakota, in which the larger part of it i.
situated, IS as poor as its favoured valley is rich. When we cross, v^ry best
however, from D.kota through the miserable bit of scrub, and ove; times good
the insiginhcant stTcam which forms the boundary between Canada price, whic
and the Uinted States, we are at once in a position to recoo-nise that
for some unexplained reason, the Canadians have not taken the same

He was in

important

occupier, i

upon whic

advantage of the land they possess which has been taken by the peonleon the other side. .From the frontier right ui) to Winnipeir L
piuirio on either side of the line of rail is i.ractically unbroken^' andfrom Winnipeg west, by the side of the railway, the4 are thousand^
perhaps hundreds of thousands, of acres which are in the same primitive
condition. I was informed that this was owing to the fact that tl^e
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