
'm
CONCLUSION.

giving way to power, on one fide, and fomctimespufli-

ing my friends into the dirt on the other, would have

carried me fafely through. I even believe, that the ad-

vifer of the letters 1 lately alluded to would rather have

feen me in that track, than in the other which he pre-

fcribed for me acrofs the Atlantic.

As little would I be fuppofcd to want difcernment of

the path I took : for the barefaced preferences, rewards

and punilbments held forth for parliamentary conduft,

were among the moft glaring parts of the fyftem I had
contemplated. And it was impoflible to doubt, that as

a delinquent tbere^ I (hould be prefled both bv art and
vengeance to the end the enemies I had provoked fore-

faw-«^the lofs of my profefTion and the impoverifhmenc

of my fortune. I truft it will be an innocent revenge

on my part, to (hew them I can bear my condition firm-

ly •, and that I am incapable ofredeeming what I have loft,

were rt ever in my option, by the difavowal of a fingle

principle 1 have profeflTcd. f

i;I come now to the fecond charge, difobed«ncc of

orders} and in a point that fo nearly touches the verjf

eflcnce of military oharad.T, I truft I (hall not trefpafs

upon the patience of the reader, if I treat it a little ntiortf

8t large than I have done in my correfpondence with the

fecretary at war. -:•

• i admit that fubordination slnd implicit obedience*) as

applied to the operation of arms, are primary principles

in the military fyftem. An army is a mere name with-

out them. • The officer who hefitatcs to meet certain

death upon command, deferves to receive it from the
hand of the executioner.

Bur there are poffible exceptions to thefe general prin-

cipl s, efpecially out of the field, in the moft abfolute
fervices ; and in the Britifli fervice they are known and
marked, and co-exiftent with the military eftablifliment

itfeif, in the mutiny att, which confines obedience to
legal commands. An army muft again be garbled like

the army of Cromwell (which God avert!} before an
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