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ours, may have preserved the semblance of discipline, but

for the most part the mass pushing to the rear was a mere

mob. The regulars, or what remained of them, were

now, I believe, all in the rear, to hold the advancing enemy

in check. A few officers among such a crowd, could do

nothing. To add to the confusion, several houses were

being emptied of their wounded brought here the night

before, to prevent their fulling into the hands of the

enemy, some in carts, some being carried to the railway

by men. The groans of these poor fellows as they were

jostled through the street, went to our hearts, selfish

though fatigue and suffering had made us. At last, fol-

lowing the guidance of a staff officer who was standing

to show the way^ we turned off from the main London

road, and took that towards Kingston. Here the crush

was less, and we managed to move along pretty steadily.

The air had been cooled by the storm, and there was no

dust. We passed through a village where our new gen-

eral had seized all the public-houses, and taken possession

of the liquor ; and each regiment as it came up, was

halted ; and each man got a drink of beer, served out by

companies. Whether the owner got paid, I know not,

but it was like nectar. It must have been about one

o'clock in the afternoon, that we came in sight of King-

ston. We had been on our legs sixteen hours, and had

got over about tv/elve miles of ground, riiore is a hill a

little south of the Surbiton station, covered then mostly

with villas, but open at the western extremity, where

there was a clump of trees on the summit. We had

diverged from the road towards this, and here the gen-

eral halted us and disposed the line of the divison along


