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advance this improvement, is the principal defign of our
prefent undertaking. No fubjedt appears more intereft-

ing than that we have chofen, and none feems capable of

bemg handled in a manner that may render it more gene-

rally ufcful. -

The knowledffc of the world, and of its inhabitants,

though not the fublimeft purfuit of mankind, it muft be
allowed, is that which moft nearly interells them, and to

which their abilities are beft adapted. And books of

Geography, which defcribe the fituation, extent, foil, and
prodii6tions of kingdoms ; the genius, manners, religion,

government, commerce, fciences, and arts, of all the inha-

bitants upon earth, promife the beft ailiftanGe for attaining

this knowledge. - '

.. The compendium of Geogi«aphy we now offer to the

Public, differs in many particulars from other books on
that fubjeft. Befides exhibiting an eafy, diftinft, and
fyftematic account of the iheory and praftice of what
may be called Natural Geography, the Author has at-

tempted to render the followmg performance an inftruc-

tivc, though compendious, detail of the general hiftory

of the world. 1 ne character of nations depends on a
combinaMon of a great many circumftances, which reci-

procally f.ffeft each other. There is a nearer conne£tioii

between the learning, the comnurce, the government, &c.
of a (late, than moll people feem to apprehend. In a
work of this kind, which pretends to include moral, or

political, as well as natural Geography, no one of thefc

obje£ls lliould pafs unnoticed. The omiflion of any one
of them would, in reality, deprive us of a branch of
knovvledge, not only interefting in itfclf, but which is

abfolutely neceflary for enabling us to form an adequate
and comprehenfive notion of the fubje£t in general. We
have thought it neceflary, .herefore, to add a new article

to this work, which comprehends the hiftory and prefent
ftate of learning in the (everal countries we defcribe,

with the chara6lers of fuch perfons as have been mo&
eminent in the various departments of letters and ph3o-
fophy. This fubje6t will, on a little reflexion, apjlear

altogether requifite, when we coniirder the pqurerful in-

fluence of learning upon the manners, government, and
general charadler of nations; Thefe objects, indeed, till

of late, fcldom found a place in geographical perform-

deti

on(

ha)

Al tl


