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fxpcdition to the ChefapCak took plade aftei*'»

wards ; and feme unfortunate events in Caro^

: lina callli\g for ftill fai'ther'l'etnforcenient and

co-operation, foon reduced this part of ray

nrmy to a defenfive, almoft as low in numbet-s

"as Sir William Howe left me in 1777. If our

' fufcefies, therefore, in the foutherti Frovincies

' have not anfwered your Lordfhip's expefta-

». tions, it cannot, I am certain, be imputed eithef

to the fmallnefs of the numbers I left there,

or the tardinefs or fcantinefs with which I

have fince fupplied the exigencies of that fcr-

vice. Though I am ftrongly imprefled with

' the importance of recovering Virginia, I fear

the entire reduflion of fo populous a prc*'«nce

is not to be expefted from an operntion folely

there ; unlcfs our friends in it were more nu-

merous, and were heartily inclined to affift us

not only in conquering, but in keeping if*
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