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After we had poflcfTion fome time, the commandant,

with a view of making the fortification more rcfpcdtablc,

furroundcd the fort with a ditch ; whicli, in faS:, could

anfwcr no other purpofe, than holding a quantity of

ilagnated water to empoifon the little air that could

find its way into the garrifon. The thirty-flift regiment

of foot, which fuflered remarkably from fickncfs and

mortality in this place, was fent to it in the hottcfl: part

of the fummer of 17 ^^5, unprovided with every thing

necefTary to preferve health in fuch a fudden change of

climate. Brigadier-general Haldimand, in the beginning

of 1767, immediately after his arrival here, caufcd the

enceinte of the fort to be confiderably extended, widened

the llrcets, removed every thing that could obftru(51: a free

circulation of air, and laid the place open to the fca, to

give admifllon to the breezes. The cnfuing fummer was

cxcefTive hot, the thermometer having rofc to one hundred

and fourteen degrees ; yet, by the falutary precautions the

general had taken, the troops were remarkably healthy,

few fell fick, and fcarce any died j although their lodgings,

which of themf'clvcs may be fuppofcd fufFicient to dcHroy

a good conilitution, were little improved : from hence I

prefume that Pcnfacola is as healthy as any Englifh fettle-

ment in the fouthern provinces of North America.

Mobile is fituated on the bank s of the river of that

name, juft at the place where the frefli and fait waters

mix ; when the tide goes out it leaves an abundance of

fmall fiflres on the marlhes which lie oppofite the town,,

and the heat of the fun in fummer kills the fifli ; and the

ftench of them, of the flagnated water in the neighbouring

fwamps, and the flimy mud, render the air putrid. To
this
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