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ful to have fuch fuppliei of them* u to be able

therewith to command from foreign markets what-

ever is wanted tow^irds your own fafecy •, when-

ever the feller will not be paid in other commodi-

ties, or only to fuch a proportion. The balance

of trade is faid to be in our favour, whenever tl\e

'

goods we fend to foreign markets are more valua-

ble than what we receive, fo that we have a differ-

ence paid us in gold or filver •, but whenever the

goods imported from a foreign market ^I'e more

in value than the goods exported to the fame, fo

that there is a difference which we are obliged to

make up in gold or filver, the balance is againft

/ us. This balance of trade may be againd us, and

! yet not be really prejudicial to us ^ as the goods

for which we pay our cadi, may be exported with

a profit upon them, for fuch ufeful commodities

as we fhould otherwife have paid ca(h for. If in-

deed the goods for which we pay cafh are not ex-

ported, and yet are no ways neceflfary to the fafe-

ty of the community ; or are not exported for fuch

commodities as are necefTary, but for fuch as we

(hould have done full as well or better without,

then the balance of trade is prejudicial as well as

againft us, unlefs the number of ihips and failors

employed in fuch trade (hould be fo confiderable

as to anfwer for fuch balance. In reafonings of

this kind there is nothing like illuHration by

known objeds, to give the reader that ideas of

what you ar about. I will therefore illuflrate

what I have advanced, by the Eafi-Jndia trade.
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