
to To the Clergy and Inhabitants of the

a Kind of general Idlcnefs among the People, and gi-

ven Rife to almoft infinite Places of Diverfion in and

about this Town j it were well if they were Places of

Diverfion only; but they are often Places for .carrying

on worfe Bufinefs, and give Opportunities to the Profli-

gate to feduce the Innocent, who often meet their Ru-

in, where they only came for Pleafure—^While I was

writing this I caft my Eye upon a News-Paper of the

Day, and counted no Icfs than fifteen Advertifements

for Plays^ OperaSy Mu/ick, and Dancings for Meetings

at Gardens , for Cock-Jigktingy Prize-fighttngy &c ?

Should this Paper, (as many of our News-Papers do)

go abroad, what an Idea muft it give to all the Church-

es abroad, of the Manner in which Lent is kept in this

Proteftant Country ? What our Saviour faid to the Jews

upon another Occafion, Ton have turned the Houfe of

Prayer into a Den of thieves, may with a little Va-

riation, be applied to Ourfelves, We have turned this

Seafon appointed for ferious Reflexions, and Humilia-

tion of Body and Spirit, into a Time of Mirth and Jol-

lity, of Mufick, Dancing, and riotpus Living.

How far this Spirit of Indolence and Idlenefs has

gone, and to what Excefs, may be fcen in all Orders

among us j friendly Yifits for Convcrfation are become

infipid Thing?, and are degenerated into fvlectings for

Gaming, where People hardly known to each other, arc

invited by one Tye only, the Love of Play : Which

fbems now to be, not an Amufement or Diverfion, but a

ferious


