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mon pubsistencc ? As to tlio vast iiiiijitrity of tliom can it Yui said

that they are k-apiiig and [>hiii<i;iiig in agony under tin- pitik'ss

lash (if hunger, hunting at tlie rope and tranijiled in tin; mire ?

Are they luA with their families living in tolerable comfort, with

bread enough and not witliont enjoyment ? Has it not Ijeen

])rovcd Id'vond doubt that their waiirs have risen jrreatlv and are

still I'ising ? Ibive not the woi'king classes, unlike the horses,

votes ? Is there really any such shar]) division as is here as-

sumed to exist between labor and wealth ? Are not many wdio

have more or less of wealth and who could have seats on the top

of any social coach, laborers and j)rodneers of the most effective

kind ? Can so good a wi'iter l)e the dn])e of the fallacy that only

those who work with the hands labor ? What is the amount of

the hereditary property held bv idlers in sucli a country' us the

United States, compared with that of the general wealth ? Do
the holders even of that jiroperty really add by their existence to

the strain on the workers as the ]iassengers by their jirescnce add
to the strain on the horses ? Su])posing they and their riches

were annihilated, would the workers feel any relief ? Would
they niit rather lose a fund upon which they draw to some ex-

tent at need? The hereditary wealth which is here taken to be
the monster iniquity and evil, what is it but the savings of ]tast

generations ? Had those who made it S]ient it, instead of leav-

ing it to their children, should we l)e better olT ? Then, as to

the feelings of the rich towtird the poor: can a Bostonuin, as

this writer is, look round his own city and fail to see that heart-

less indifference has its seat only in the s(uils of a few sybarites,

and that philanthropy and charity are the rule ?

Utopists and communists arc set at work by the belief that

equal justice is the luitural law of the world, and that nothing

keeps us out of it but the barrier of artificial arrangements set

up by the power, and in the interest, of a class. Break down
that barrier by revolutionary legislation, and the kingdom of

equal justice, they think, will come. Would that it were so!

Who would be so selfish and so ignorant of the deepest source

of haitpiness as not to vote for the change, whatever his wealth

or his ])lace on the social coach might be ? Unhappily, neither

equal justice nor perfection of any kind is the law of the world.


