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CHAPTER II.

: GEOLOGY.

I shall now proceed to give a brief outline of the geological features

Ibf each section. They may be conveniently designated.

V 1. The South-Kastern PaUeozoic Basin.

2. T!ie Central-and-Western Paheozoic Basin.

3. The Archaean Nucleus.

They ai-e geographically cotei-minous with the physico-geographic

weas, though within the limits of eacli there arc included portions of

the others. Thus the northern ])eninsula of Nova Scotia (Cape Breton

Island) and some other axial ridges in the eastern Palaeozoic basin

belong to the Arcluean nucleus. The island of Anticosti, the basins of

Lakes St. John, Mistassini, Nipissing, Temiscamang and James' Bay,

and probably others not yet observed, nre geologically outliers of the

Oentral-and-Western Basin. While in the South-Kastern Basin we
have Carboniferous and Triassie toimations which, not having been

subjected to the action of those forces already referred to as having

given rise to the general jihysical aspect of the region, are com-

paratively undisturbed, and whei-e these occur, a level oi- gently

•undulating surfac(! re])laces the hills, ridges and mountains formed

of the disturbed lower palaeozoic and more ancient strata.

Except some doubtfully Triassie areas in Nova Scotia and Prince

Edward Island there are—apart from Post-Tertiary deposits—no foi--

mations newer than the coal measures, in any pai't of the fvistern Sec-

tion of the Dominion. Below the Carboniferous, all the larger divisions

(systems) from Laurentian to Devonian are represented in the South-

Eastern Basin, including many of the formations and groups into

which these have been elsewhere locally divided.

On the geologically colored map of the Dominion, in explanation of

which this sk(*tch has been pi-epai-ed, the scale—foi-ty miies to one

inch—is not large enough for these subdivisions to be indicated,

though when possible to do so the supposed lower, middle or upper

portions of the system liave been shewn respectively by vertical,

'4iagonal and horizontal lines.

( 1. The Sou th-Eastern PalvKozoic Basin.

In the geological map of Canada, ISfiG, the principal features of the

South Eastern Paheozoic Basin are : 1st. The so-called Quebec group,

ipccupying an area nowhoi-e exceeding thirty miles in width, but

Extending from the Vermont boundary to Cape Rosier in Gaspe.
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