
THE LETTER OP THE CONTRACT
to^ right for me w« the right thing for u.

"I think I .hould."

"Well then, listen. If. thi. way. You

ll^^F'J ''"'* ^*"'-" ^^' ^'^ hi. hand now
in both of her.. twi.ting her finger, nervou.lym «.d out between hi.. "I don't have to tell

SLifi "T^""- Oh.howIloveyoul
It

.
a. If the very heart had gone out of my body

into your,. And yet. Chip-oh. don't be an-
gryl-it «*ms to me that if I left him now andwent back to you I .hould become wmething
vile. It »n'i becaui^ he'. «> noble and goodNo. It ..n't that. And it i.n't ju.t the idea ofpawmg from one man to another and back
again. We have turned marriage into opera
bouffe. we Americans, and we might a. well
take It as we ve made it. It isn't that at all.
It .-Its exactly what you said just now: it's
IJ^e a man swimming away from a sinking ship,
and leavmg hi. wife and children to drown
because he can't rescue them. Better a thou-
sand times to go down with them, isn't it?You may call it waste of human material, ifyou like, and yet-well, you know what I mean.
I should be leaving him to drown and you'd
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