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THE COMMERCIAL,

" Wheat Prioss in Britain.

‘Tho London Afiller, of May 1, roviows the
whoat markots during April as follows : “Tho
month’s trado began late, as the Eastor holidays
ware coincldeny with the ficsl threo days of
April, On the 5th, at Liverpool, Californian
whoat sold at 8s 10d and red winter at 5s 8d
per contal. Tho cheapness of Californian in
proportion to ved wintor was romarkable. On
tho Gth Bristol, Dirmlugham and Manchester
wore Gd por quarter dearor for wheat, both
Linglish and forolgn, On the 7th Calcutta
wheat in London mado 283 0d per quarter. At
Liverpool Californian advauced 1d per cental,
and mado 8s 11d.  Oa tho 8th there was 1s riso
on English whoat at Borwlck, kedford, Cam.
bridge, Canterbury, Doncaster, Gloucester,
York, Lslcoator, Nowceastlo, Norwich, North.
ampton,Oxford, Petorborough, Tauntoo,Shrews.
bury, Wisbooh and Readiug, a list worth quot.
ing ny showing that no important district re.
mained outside the forward movement. Lon.
don on the 10th was G1 dearer on the 14 days
for both whoat uud flour, Oa the 12th Cal.
ifornlan made 0s por cental at Liverpool, and
rod wintor made 68 10d. On the 13th Bristol
and Birmingham were again 6& dearer, but
good arrivals of foreign flour storped all rize
at Mauchoster. Oa tho 1l4th ©3 1d was
made for Californlan wheat ut Liverpool.
Tho imporial averagg on the 15th wag dis-
uppoluting in only showiug n penny improve
ment whore 0l hsd been oxpected. Un the
17th Mark Lano was 01 dearer, but on the 18th
both Liverpoo! and Hull quoted lower rates,
the pressuro to soll at tho slight advance since
the end of March having besome too serious to
be realsted, On the 20th there was a loss of 61
at Briastol avd Birmlngham, but the country
markots on tho 22n.d showed 7d advance on the
week, Iaglish and foroign wheat from this
date to tho ond of tho month taking a some-
what divergent course, Tho Londoa markot
of tho 24th was firm for English and Canadian
wheat, but flut for other descriptions. Cal
cutta wheat made S8s 01 per qr.  On the 25th
Livorpovl was firm for Californian wheat at 63
1d per cental, but weak for red winter, for
which 5s 0d was eccepted  Theso prices were
not further modified duriog tho last few days
of the month's trade.

April will bo remembered for drought and
sunshine, small supplics of foreign wheat and
exceasivo offoriugs of foreign flour, Crop pros-
pects havo not improved in England, but can-
not definitely Lo said to have sustained any
iccoparablo Injury., In France, Italy aud the
Iberian poninsula, whero growth is more for-
ward, tho drought has probably reduced the
poseibilities of yleld, yot oven from these coun.
teies farthur and fuller advies are to be await-
ed by tho prudent,  Hoavy snow and rainfalls
in Russia, Roumauta, aud ovon as far south as
Athons, was considored to have assured a most
important wheat producing area against want
of moisture to sustain the plant duriog the
always hot months of May and June Thus,
an over-averago orop is regarded as likely in all
theso districts.

May with warm rains, and plenty of them,
will probably tako tho hoart oot of the firmest
markets, May with a continuation of April
drought will probably give heart to all but the
weakest of holdors, Botweon theso points is
wnat may be tormed an open couatry, but the
control of May markots really rests with the
weather. lmpores ave likely to be an influence
agafost holders; wo cannot hope that much
less thav 1,000,000 qrs. of foreign wheat will
bo landed, Shipmonts from Iudia, Ruasia,
Porsia and Chili aro likely to increase, and
those from Australia will begin to be supple-
monted by Now Zeatund shipinents, Thus pro-
vision is made for a considerable reduction in
what is coming from cither seaboard of the
United States, and by tho cnd of May the

a{oklo will bo in tho winter wheat fields of
'oxas,

The Coffee (Question.

Thore is actually, writes a Paris correspond.
ont, & *‘coffee question” in Frauco. Tho Fronoh,
or somo of them, have beocome suspicious con-
ceruing tho propoerties of that*boverage, in the
preparation of which they are certainly uu.
rivalled, Just as English peoplo have reached
porfectiva in the browing of tea, the French are
consummate artists in their dealings with cofTee.
The Lnglish, who try to imitata them .in this,
and who aro not familiar with ths ways of the
country, olmodt invariably bluander. They
mako the discovery that chicory is used in cafe
au Jait, and they conclade that the succoss of
all French coffee, however druk,, liesin the
judicious mixture of this root. The cafe noir,
however, which is drunk after imeals, is puro
coffee, made very strongs at all events, it should
boso. Then thero is an art in roasting, and
much motive in keeping the berries from tho
fire until a short timo before they are required.
That :Le French should havo bocome great
coffee drinkers is tho patural consequence of
their otvn ukill in preparing the beverage.
Thoy tako it for their first breakfast,
they take it after thoir midday mesl, and again
at night.  Black coffeo, strong as it should be,
has a powerful influence upon the nsrvous svs-
tem, which is not moderated by tho addition
of spirit drunk with it or immediately after-
wards, Xl Zola has been prevailed upon to
say soruothing about coffse. Mo tells us that
for twenty years he has ceased to drink it, and
that, although he takes a little now, it agrees
badly with his nerves. He long ago gave up
wine entirely and took to tea, He confesses
that ho is & ¢‘great drinker” of this beverage,
M. Clemenceau is another; tea is the ouly fillip
he belioves in whoa the brain wants sharpening.

The uso of so insidious and demoraltziuga
plant may explaia to the Fronch much that
they consider perfidious in British diplomacy.
Before wo come to the end of this discussion
we must be ready to read in zome Paris paper
that Mr. Gladstone’s recollections of promises
made out of office has become obscured by the
fumes of the teapot which he ilways keeps
within reach, French journaliv.s ars always
eantertaining when they get hold of a subject
like this, which exercises their brilliant faculty
of inductive reasoning.—Exchange,

Galifornia Frait Orop.

Some California caoners send word this way
to tho effect thiat the fruit cropa are not looking
well. The st law of nature may a:count for
that in some degree. It usually does. Those

canners also attach considerable weight to the
probable extraordinary condition of fruit in
the green state 1o Uhicago and vicimty during
tho World's Fair. 1o this alse tueir imagina.
tion is suggestivo of a high regard for self.
interest. Stated in other words, the Cali.
fornians are extremely ‘bullish” verbally, in
private letters and in the columus of various
publications issued in the Golden Siate. It
would seem fair to presume that they intend to
couvey the impression that 1893 scason pack of
fruit is worth as mauy ceats per dozen at ths
factory as the fruit of 1892 season pack is sell.
iog at in New York and other distributive
points at the present time. Possibly they are
right, not only in their ideas of intriusio valuo
of spot goods, but as regards prospects for the
future. It is no secret, however, that tales
similar to those that have been 1n circulation
during the past few wecks were going
the rounds a year ago. It is the plain uavar
nished fact that enough frait was gathered to
supply a heavy demand from the green fruit
trade ; that canvers secured ocnough stock to
enable them to makea very heavy pack; that
driers obtained about all that they could
handle to advantage, and that there is still a
great deal of California fruit of the pack of
1892 still unsold. Ia the latter respect dried
peaches and “standard” canned peaches and
peara ate conspicuously prominent. Low prices
have helped along tho sale of the goods latter-

ly, and may do more in tho samo connecotion
later on, but it is doubtful if prenature advicos
of allegod shortage in the growing crops will
carcy muzh woight against the experience with
tho last crop and the supply left oveér after an
apparently heavy home consumption, aad cner-
gotio work in the direction of increasing the
outlet in European markots, Doubtless tho
markot neods a stimulant in the way of larger
consumption, and would probably benefit
therefrom ; but at the moment cxcossive sup-
plics of the canned fruit noutralizo tho short
crop stories, and most lines of goods can ho
pavchased at prices very closo to thosoc at
which “sacrifice” sales were mado a short time
ago.—N. Y. Bulletin, '

A Retired Grocer's Reflections,

Much has beon written upoa the subject of
adulterations, and mapny investigations have
been made with tho result of domonstration
that nearly every articls we eat or drink is
adultorated, in many cases with ingrédients
very projudicial to human health., Somobody
has written a book to inform peopls ** How
to detect adulterations in our daily food and
drink,” and, although the book says that it
gives instructions for the employment of ¢‘sim.
plo means” of dotection, the means suggssted
are in ¢ . cascs highly impracticable, and in
some instances daugoerous, Thus the person
who sots abont the discovery of some suppaised
evil may, by error or accident--the upsetting
of a bottlo of sulphuric acid ora receiver of
gas—do more injury in an hour than can he
rectified in o life time.

The butcher cannot adulterato the beef and
mutton, but he can send home short weight,
and tie baker besides puttiog alum in the
bread to make it white and vetain water, can
send home deficient weight; the same with the
grocer and coil dealer; tho dry goods man can
slip his scissors on the wrong side of the
finger and mako a yard contain thirty-three
inches, The writer docs not mean to say that
they do this, nor does he mean to eay they
don’t. Tho argument is that people ought tu
possess the moans of ascartaining whe amon,
storekeepers are honest and who are not ; then
the just would meet with justico and the ua.
just would suffer for their own sins,

But much of the responsibility rests with the
consumer. Many persons, whose time is of no
value, will walk several blocks to save a cont,
and the public must leara the fact that there is
a difference between cheapness and lowness of
price; an article can be low in price, yet by no
manoer of meaus be cheap. , The cities and
manufacturing centres are overrun with all
kinds of goods made up to attract tho eye, and
purchascable wholesale at ruinuusly low figuues,
and the temptation to deal in inferior articles
is almost overpowering,.

Tho storekeeper, however, who sets out on
tho consciontions principle of keeping ne
article whatever but those of good quality, is
certain, by holding on in his course, of at
length cstablishing au exteusive business and
most likely an ample fortune. In this, asin
overything else, * honesty is the best policy.”

The writer’s advice to young men entering
into business is to try and gain a name for
kecping good goods, cavefully sslected frow
raliable jobbers, Perhaps he may seo his com.
petitor following a different plan with some
apparent success, but his system has a bal
fonr-ation, and in the end such dealers are
generally left behind. Tho most satisfactory
Erinciple for buyer and seller is for the stor.

ceper to put a certain profit on overything he
sells, and in this case there is a regularity
which secures the coanfidence of his custom«r
and forms the basis of good business.—~W. G,
in Merchants Review,

The annual mceting of the Canadian Colored
Cotton company was hold here yeaterday, iue
statemont showed that after paying a six per
cent dividend and all expenses, $125,000 had
been carried forward,



