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"cWe bave examined the moral notions that present themselves witb
a prima facie dlaim to furnish independent seif-evident ruleq of morality :
and we bave ini each case round that from such regulation of conduct as
the common sense of mankind really supports, no proposition can be elici-
ted which, when fairly contemplated, even appears to have the character-
istic of a scientific axiom "-although no doubt there may be <' a rough
general agreement, at least among elucated persons of the samne age and
country" <s).

Yes, prbor to the decisions there xvas " a rough general agree-
ment" 'as to the principles which ouglit to regulate the relations
and transactions of people "of the samie age and country," but

(with delerence to Professc. Burdick>) 1 object to that '.roughi,
gencra I agreement " being called "*a truc body of la%%." 1 take the
librrti- of agreeing with mie of the best of the American authors
(Mr. I>omeroy) when (speaking of the appointmrent by William 1.
of a Clief Justiciar-" a permanent judicial officer . .having

supremne jurisdiction througliout lnln i e tells us that, prior
to thaï: period, law was adr-ninistered by' the Saxon local folk--
courts having for officiais no professional judges, and for laws a

inass of arbitrary rules and usages (i). The nwprofessional
jikcwitli supreine jurisdliction throughout England, at once

comrincnicLc the wvork of " reducing the tanglc of customns to order"
(il cornence(l the construction of that

<Svience whiclh has for its ultiniate airn the ascertaitimetof ruIes which
shail rcgulate humnan regulations in accordance with the common sense of
ri"h t ;)

L et MIr. Ponieroy hiiinsclf continue

Tis "initial activity in creating the commnon law of England was donie,
not 1», parliamentary legisiation iior by royal decreeç, but by the
j.cstlces in their decisions of civ'il and criinai;l causes" I'. Iii this work
of constructing a jurisprudence, the early ('ommnon law judges, as welI as
the Chancellor at a later dav, drew largclv fromn thieir own knowledge of
the Romian law. 'l'lie ev'idence, both internai and historical, is conclusive
duit the conimon law of Englanld, ini its earlicst forinative period, was imuchl
ind(clcted to that Roman~ juirisprudence whicli enters ýo largelv into the
jiidicial systeims of aIl the W*esternl nations of thle Europeanl Continent "(.V).
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