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demonstrate iiether Caiadian coal can
be landed there et sixnilar prices : Brook-
field, por, toi of 2240 Ibs., $4.78 ; Churclh-
hil, $4.'78 ; Union Bilarliill, $4.45 ; Mon-
day Creek, $e.89 ; sYougioiglieny, $4.48.
Durig last year the price of' Nova Scotia
coal was in Montreil $3.43. ''lie liter-
national Coal Company (Cape Breton) las
tendered te supply a railhvay comiîpny
40,000 tons of coal, te be delivered et

Montreal during this summer, at S3.15 pei
ton. It cainnot be denied that lon' freights
cainot be hiad without an iiterichainuge of
products fronm the extrenities of the
route. The duties imposed upon Ameri-
can fiour and cereals vill have as an effct
to upply flic vants of the Low'er Provinces
witi Canadian western produce, and con-
sequently te create a transportation traflie
which, as a return freiglit, vill carry coal.
Estimating the freight on coal et whbat
the American lines are carrying it, at
one-fifth of a cent or two mills per short
ton per mile, the Pioton coal could
be laid down in Toronto at $2.33 freiglit,
ou' including coal at mine ($l.75) at $3.90.
The water routes, owing to the improve-
ment in the canals, w'ill talce part in the
traîine, and it is become a certainty that
the Western Piovinces can be supplied

vith Canadian bituminous coal at raites as
low as those now ruling for foreign im-
portation. The interchange of products,
the business connections the niew tariff
will bring, are in thîemselves a great bene-
fit; tics between Provinces become closer,
selfishi provincial interests disappear, a
higlier feeling pervades all politicail aims,
and a national interest supersedes petty
sectionai ambitions.

The short article on the duties on coal
in our issue of the 4thi inst. wvas based upon
the freiglt by vater routes, as et present
prevailing.

T1E SUGAR DUTIES.

The Toronto Globe hias vritien a dis-
couriging article withî reference te tle
project of establishing a sugar refinery ai
Toronto, w'hich w-e notice, nlot w'ith any in-
tention of atteiiptinig to controvert the
argument, but to dra1w- attention te a
point on wh'licli it secis to is the Globe
is hi erroir, althougl we admit that there
mîay ho room for doubt. The Globe is un-
der the im)pression tiat 'Mr. Tilley lias
given I an invidious preference" te the sea-
ports, notably, Hfalifax, St. Jolm, N.B.,
Quebec and Montreal, over such inland
ports as Toronto, Hamilton, &c., b'y the
provision exempting packages fron duty
when " tie sugar is iniported direct friom
the place of gnow t.' \Ve apprehend,
judging from the analogous case of tea

imported direct, that if a Toronto mer-
chant were to import direct fromt a West
India port thriough New York in bond,
that lie wvould not be required to pay duty
ain the packages any imore thlan if he lim-

ported his goods via the St. Laivrence,
teas imported from China or Japan direct,
via New York or San Francisco, paying
the samne ra'te of duty as if imsported via
Montreal. On the other liatin, if a Mont-
real refiner or mercliant, by lis sugars in
New York, he Voubd pay duity on the
packages, just as the 'l'or'ointo refiner would
do. This point should be male quite
clear before the tariffis finally disposed of.

T1E INSOLVENT LA'W.

There seems now' te be little coubt that
the Insolvent Law wvill be anended and
not repealed. Fron all that we can learn,
the amendmnents are calculated to give
satisfaction, although it is very doubtful
-whether the provision against private
settlements w'ith creditors is iiot a iîs-
takte. We should hope that vith regnrd
to a bill of this character there will be no
attemîpt to force it througli the House
without full discussion, and at all events
it is likelv to be carefully scrutinized in
the Senate, where there are imany men of
business experience and excellent judg-
ment. Peding the publication of the new
bill, the following imemîlorandums accom-
pauying the report of the sub-commnittee
in Parliament, as setting forth what is de.
sired to be accoiplislied, may be of in-
terest te our readers:

Ist, te preserve all the provisions for
the remedial purposes already describel
that have been found ellective, arraging
and simplifying theim as nuch as possible;
9I, to implrove the administration of
estates while in the hancis of assignees,
and te reduce its. osti 3rd, to dimuinisli
the facilities nîow possessed by a debtor
for obtaining his discharge ; 4lth, to (le.
prive hin altogether of the pover of get-
ing hack his estate, leaving it te be divid-
ed amîong the creditors 5 th, te provide
additional supervision over the insolvent
and the assignee. For these purposes the
thrce Acts now in force have been consoli.
dated i every section has been scruitinized,
siniplified ivliere possible, redundancies
remîoved, and difliculties of coistruction
and ambiguities corrected. \Yith regard
te the administration of the estate, the
official assignees have been abolished,
provisions have been iade for appointing
custodians of the estate while the meet-
ing is being called to appoint t.he per-
manent assignee they make nodisburse.
ments, exercise ie fiscretionary power,
and are incapable of being assignees, of
taking part directly or indirectly in the

vinding up of thl ostate, and a.n ate
tariffof fees is prepared for tliei .reuinîî-
eration, which they cannot exceed. 'l'lie
duties of the assignee are better defitied,
and security by hn is better proviled
fori' is 'emuneration is fixed, his li-
bursements restricted, fis dealings w'ith
the funds of tle estate are regulated, and
thîeir more effectnai saPe-keepuing providedl
foi'. Sever.al penalties are inflicted for the
retenîtioi f funds, ovrciages nd otlher
muisconduct, and the jurisdiction over hm
is mnade more simple, suiîmmary and coin-
plete; the debtor can only get lis dis-
charge by the consent of four-fiftlhs in
number and value of his creditors, ex-
clusive of his relatives. lie deed of coin-

position and discharge, and the sales en
bloc,vhich have proved such fertile sources
of fraud and imposition, are done away
with. The grounds of opposition te dis-
charge and the precauitions for ascertaii-
ing the conduct of the insolvent are iii-
creased and extended. 'Tlie provisions
respectingleases have been simplified :ud
renderel more equitable, and tie pro-
ceedings for the sale of rieal estato in the
Province of Quebec, and for the protec-
tion of moitgage creditors, are iinproved
in many important partieulars. 'lie eflect,
of the discharge is limited, and provisions
aire made for the protection Of farniers
and the poorer class of creditors. 'flie
appointnient of a judge in insolvency lias
been provided for in lthe nore inportant
centres of trade. I.t is provided tiat flic
provisions doing away vith compositions
and sales en bloc shall go into effect fromt
the 1st of April last, se that ie induce-

ient is given to go into insolvency now
and avoid the iiew' Acl if passed.

FIRE LOSS AP.POlTIONMENTS.
"Still harping ou my daughiter," sait

old hPoloniuiis of Hamilet, and perhaps soine
ofour readers vill make a similar obser-
vation regarding ourselves and the above
subject, nievertiheless the present systen
of apportioning lasses is se replete with
" ways that are dark and tricks that nre
vain " that we feel convinced an occa-
sional exposure of the snie will be in the
inîterests of all parties; id in the present
article we pirpose pointing out tlhe glar-
ilng inconsistency as well as inequity
whichi prevails in the settleinent of losses
covereId jointly by a Il specific " and a
I blanket ' policy, all of which miglt lie
remedied if the rule previously advocated
by -us, respecting a policy's ratie of liabi-
fity, ere adopted

-Let us suppose a inci-chant insures fiis
property in to ranges (I and Il) for $1,-
600, as follows : viz., in Office A for $1, 000,
covering $500 on each range specifically


