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CHAPTER I.

MSB AHD PB06HM OV THE BBtTISa POIfWI tft ABIA—OONaUBBT AND

rdBM\TIOir or TOB TBERITOIUM VirDBBTBtB.rBBBnlBNOIBS or BBNOAfc,

MAIIBAS AND BOMBAT—AND AN ACCOONT or THB iTtrBNOIABT nilNOBB,

or THB BUBtlDiSBD AND PBOTBOTBD STATM, AND Or THB TBIBUTABT

OB rBODATOBT CHIBr«| &C.

Thb British Empire on the continent of Asia ia without a

parallel in the history of the World : a generation has scarcely

passed away* since a few English merchants skirted the coasts

of the far famed peninsula of Ifindostan, ai humble suppliants

to establish mercantile residencies on its fertile and wealthy

shores, amidst myriads of InraTe and comparatively civilized

men : while within the brief iqpace of half a century, an active

and intelligent population of 100,000,000 souls, and a domi-

nion of upwards of one million square mflesf of the richest por-

* The Dewany or Stewantehip of Bengal ind Bshsr wst finally ceded to

the Eaat India Oompany in 1766'

t The total British territory under the immediate Oovtramont of the

Ea«t India Company, ii A14,t90 iquare miles (i. e. tm timet the size of

England i) and the extent in square miles of British territory in India, and

of territories protected by Great Britain, is 1,138,8001.—[7*«f/MiNM«ffy

RHunu, 1831 ] For details, see pp. AO 51.
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